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1969 TREASURER'S REPORT 


Balance January 1, 1969 per 1968 report 
Accrued Interest not reported 
Underpaid dues paid for 
Adjusted balance 

RECEIPTS 


CASH INVEST- PAY- CURRENT 
MENTS ABLE ACCOUNT 

341.98 1,575.35 

26.70 

1.00 

342.98 1,602.05 


Member¬ 

114 Active $4 

456.00 



ships 

33 Sustaining $6 

198.00 




22 Family Active 

$6 132.00 




4 Family Sustaining 

$8 32.00 




19 Student $2 

38.00 


856.00 

Subscrip¬ 

33 Direct 

$4 132.00 



tions 

30 Agency 

$3.50 105.00 




1 1.5 years 

$3 5.25 




1 Foreign Agency 

3.75 


246.00 

Miscel¬ 

Checklists 

77.00 



laneous 

Field Cards 

38.77 




Review Copies 

118.00 




Emblem Decals 

3.50 




Spring Meeting (net) 

40.19 . 




Interest Earned 

25.00 

45.75 



Gifts 

38.00 




Memorial Fund 

10.00 


396.21 


Total Receipts 

1,452.46 

45.75 

1,498.21 


DISBURSEMENTS 




Review 

Printing 

464.10 

227.63 



Postage 

80.00 


771.73 

Officers 

Glenn LeDioyt 

30.22 



Expenses 

Larry Holcomb 

63.89 




Mrs. James Tate Jr. 

4.12 




Kent Fiala 

9.95 




R. G. Cortelyou 


28.02 

136.20 

Miscel- 

Corporation Fee 

3.00 



laneous Fidelity Bond 

10.00 




Biological Style Book 

3.00 




Membership Cards 

66.83 




Dues Notice Cards 

13.57 




Brochures 

38.76 




Stationery 

42.23 


177.39 


Total Disbursements 829.67 

255.65 

1,085.32 


Net Gain for 1969 


Investments to Cash 


Balance December 1969 


102.05 (102.05) 

1,067.82 1,545.75 255.65 


TOTAL 

ASSETS 

,917.33 

26.70 

1.00 

,945.03 


412.89 


2,357.92 
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1969 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY 

Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett 


Data on the 1969 Nesting Season 
in Nebraska were received from 
twenty-six observers, reporting on 
sixty-four species from nineteen 
counties. Counties in the tabulation 
are listed in a west to east order, 
with the northern-most of approxi¬ 
mately equal locations given first. N 
represents nests observed; Y repre¬ 
sents young observed; and E repre¬ 
sents eggs (from NOU Nesting 
Report forms). Numbers represent 
Nest Record Cards. Fifty-three Spe¬ 
cies were reported on 1,498 North 
American Nest Record Cards. 

The counties (with column num¬ 
bers on the tabulation shown in par¬ 
entheses) and the contributors were: 
Adams (11) G. A. Anderson, Ellen 
R. Ritchey, Harold Turner, B. E. 
Welch; Buffalo (9) John C. W. 
Bliese; Cass (19) Mrs. Sigvald Jen¬ 
sen; Cherry (4) Larry C. Holcomb; 
Clay (13) Elden and Ruth Pereival; 
Cuming (15) Larry E. Eineman; 
Custer (7) Eva Mae Kieborz; Dawes 
(2) Doris Gates, Leta M. Neeland; 
Dawson (8) Ray S. Wycoff; Doug¬ 
las (18) R. G. Cortelyou, Larry C. 
Holcomb, Bill Latta; Dodge (16) 
Larry C. Holcomb; Hamilton (12) 
Ruth Pereival; Holt (10) Larry C. 
Holcomb; Lancaster (17) Oscar 
Alexis, Esther Bennett, Mrs. F. 
Blacketer, Howard and Shirley 
Doole, Frances L. Taylor; Lincoln 
(6) Mrs. Morris Cox, Gail M. 
Schickley; McPherson (5) Oona S. 
Bassett; Sheridan (3) Larry C. 
Holcomb; Sioux (1) Larry C. Hol¬ 
comb; York (14) Lee E. Morris. 

Larry C. Holcomb submitted 1,143 
Nest Record Cards, with 1,068 of 
these from Douglas County. Other 
persons who contributed 20 or more 
cards were Oona Bassett (124), 
Howard and Shirley Doole (55), 
Leta Neeland (28), and Frances 
Taylor (59). 


Species reported in the 1968 Nest¬ 
ing Survey which were not reported 
in 1969 include: Great Blue Heron, 
American Bittern, Common Mergan¬ 
ser, Swainson’s Hawk, Golden Eagle, 
Greater Prairie Chicken, Sharp¬ 
tailed Grouse, Virginia Rail, Sora, 
American Coot, Upland Plover, 
American Avocet, Wilson’s Phala- 
rope, Rock Dove, Burrowing Owl, 
Chimney Swift, Red-bellied Wood¬ 
pecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Great 
Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, 
Eastern Wood Pewee, Horned Lark, 
Cliff Swallow, Purple Martin, Wood 
Thrush, Brewer’s Blackbird, and In¬ 
digo Bunting. 

The following species were re¬ 
ported for 1969 but not for 1968: 
Western Grebe, Black - crowned 
Night Heron, Wood Duck, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Piping Plover, Forster’s Tern, 
Least Tern, Black-capped Chickadee, 
Mountain Bluebird, Yellowheaded 
Blackbird, Vesper Sparrow, and 
Chipping Sparrow. There were no 
additions to the total of 129 species 
previously reported for 1964-68 
(NBR 37:45). 

R. G. Cortelyou reported: nests of 
Least Tern and Piping Plover from 
DeSoto Bend Refuge, Harrison 
County, Iowa. The site is an old 
river bed which was the state line, 
and the nests might have been in 
Washington County, Nebraska. He 
also reported Mourning Dove, Red¬ 
winged Blackbird, Robin, and Cat¬ 
bird nests from Carter Lake and 
Lake Manawa, Pottawattamie Coun¬ 
ty, Iowa. Frances Taylor reported 
Robin and Brown Thrasher nests 
from Salina, Kansas, and Oona S. 
Bassett reported nests of Allen’s 
Hummingbird, Broad-billed Hum¬ 
mingbird, Warbling Vireo, Black- 
throated Sparrow, and Phainopepla 
from Arizona. 

- Text continued on page 9 
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Forster’s Tern 
Least Tern 
Mourning Dove 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
Great Horned Owl 
Belted Kingfisher 
Flicker 

Red-headed Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Eastern Kingbird 
Western Kingbird 
Say’s Phoebe 
Western Wood Pewee 
Rough-winged Swallow 
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Bam Swallow 
Blue Jay 

Black-billed Magpie 
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Dickcissel 
American Goldfinch 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
Lark Bunting 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
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Appreciation is expressed to the 
contributors for their 1969 data. It 
is hoped that many more NOU 
members will be able to participate 
in the 1970 survey. 

The Nest Record Cards have been 
revised for 1970 in order to facilitate 
data recording by the contributors 
and for computer analysis. All fu¬ 


ture reports should be made on the 
new card form. Contributors should 
destroy all unused cards from 1969 
and previous years. To obtain 1970 
cards and instruction sheets, write 
to Dr. Esther Bennett, 600 South 
33rd, Lincoln, Nebraska 68510. Com¬ 
pleted cards should be returned to 
Dr. Bennett by October 1, 1970. 


1969 FALL MEETING AND FALL FIELD DAYS 


The Nebraska Ornithologists’ 
Union and the Nebraska Chapter of 
the Wildlife Society held a joint 
meeting at Kearney State College on 
October 11, 1969, with sixty six per¬ 
sons registered. The program was: 

The Biology Program at Kearney 
State College, Dr. Ole Kolstad of 
KSC. 

Breeding Biology of the Traill’s 
Flycatcher, Dr. Larry C. Holcomb, 
Creighton University. 

Activities of Missouri River Basin 
Studies in Nebraska, James W. Tee¬ 
ter, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife. 

Pesticides and the Environment, C. 
C. Phillip Agee, Game Commission. 

Report on Pesticides in Nebraska 
Waterships, Norman Stuckey, Game 
Commission. 

Preliminary Report on the Effects 
of Parathion on Juvenile Pheasants, 
Carl W. Wolfe, Game Commission 

Preliminary Investigations into 
Effects of Malathion on Small Mam¬ 
mal Populations, Bill Erwin, Uni¬ 
versity of Nebraska at Omaha. 

Status Report on Trumpeter Swan 
Introduction in Nebraska, Frank 
Deatrich, Game. Commission. 

Notes on Behavior of the Yellow¬ 
breasted Chat, Mike Haddix, Univer¬ 
sity of Nebraska at Omaha. 

Wildlife and Management on the 
Nebraska National Forest, Dan 
Heinz, Forest Service. 

Studies of Breeding Long-billed 
Curlew, Dr. Mary Tremaine, U. of 
N. Medical School. 

A slide-fest was held in the even¬ 
ing. 


The field trip in the afternoon of 
October 11 was given up after a 
short time because of adverse weath¬ 
er conditions, and the trip to Sacra¬ 
mento Game Management Area 
planned for October 12 was canceled 
because of heavy drifting snow. 

The Field Days scheduled for the 
Dead Timber Recreation Area, near 
West Point, for October 18 and 19 
were scarcely more successful. There 
were two participants on Saturday 
and four on Sunday. The weather 
was cool, calm, foggy, and rather 
dark. Fifty species were observed on 
at least one of the two days: 

Pied-billed Grebe, Mallard, Wood 
Duck; Sharp-shinned, Red-tailed, 
Marsh, and Sparrow Hawks; Ring¬ 
necked Pheasant, Killdeer; Rock and 
Mourning Doves; Great Horned Owl, 
Belted Kingfisher, Flicker; Red-bell¬ 
ied, Red-headed, Hairy and Downy 
Woodpeckers; Horned Lark, Barn 
Swallow, Blue Jay, Common Crow, 
Black - capped Chickadee, White¬ 
breasted Nuthatch; House and Win¬ 
ter Wrens; Robin, Eastern Bluebird; 
Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets; Starling, Myrtle Warbler, 
House Sparrow, Western Meadow¬ 
lark; Redwinged and Brewer’s Black¬ 
birds; Common Grackle, Brown - 
headed Cowbird, Cardinal, American 
Goldfinch, Rufous - sided Towhee, 
Slate-colored Junco; Tree, Harris’ 
White-crowned, Whitethroated, Fox, 
Lincoln’s and Song Sparrow. 

Unidentified geese were heard, 
and several sparrows were unidenti¬ 
fied because they didn’t stop long 
enough for identification in the poor 
light. 
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1969 CHRISTMAS COUNT 


Eighty-two species were recorded 
in the 1969 Christmas counts, and 
four others were recorded as present 
during the count period but not 
sighted on the count itself. The com¬ 
parable figures for 1968 were eighty 
and two, but the two species of 
meadowlarks were reported sepa¬ 
rately. The difference would have 
been one larger had a possible sight¬ 
ing of Wheatears been included in 
the Wymore column (see below.) The 
individual count of over 119,891 was 
much higher than the 56,851 report¬ 
ed last year, due primarily to the 
much higher count of Mallards at 
Scottsbluff and Starlings at Lincoln. 
Nemaha County reported only 
“Flickers”, Omaha only Yellow- 
shafted Flickers, and the other 
counts reported both the Red and 
the Yellow-shafted forms. Scotts¬ 
bluff, Greeley, and Hastings speci¬ 
fied “Western” for their Meadow¬ 
larks, while the others gave no spe¬ 
cies designation. 

The columns are arranged in an 
approximate west (left) to east 
(right) order, with the northern¬ 
most point shown first when points 
are about of the same longitude. The 
symbol “P” is used to indicate spe¬ 
cies present during the count period 
but not observed on the count day. 

Greeley, December 31. Fifteen- 
mile diameter circle with Pibel State 
Recreational Area on the north, 
Greeley on the south, Moody farm on 
the west, and areas in between. 
Fifty-five miles by vehicle, six miles 
by foot. 9 AM to 5:30 PM. No wind, 
24° at start and finish, 33° high for 
the day. Completely overcast. Rivers 
open, lakes and ponds frozen, six 
inches of snow on the ground. 
Mixed woods 45%, open fields and 
grasslands 45%, town and farm 
buildings 10%. Douglas Moody and 
Scott Moody, reporter). No one in 
the area had seen any Bobwhites 


this fall or winter. The one Red- 
shafted Flicker seen had red in both 
its wings and its mustache. 

Hastings, December 20. A fifteen- 
mile diameter circle, with its center 
south of town, 1.5 miles south of 
Highway 6 and .5 miles east of 
Highway 281. This includes the city 
parks, Parkview Cemetery, Crystal 
Lake, open fields and groves, wood¬ 
lands along the Little Blue River, 
and lagoons west of Glenvil. Cloudy, 
23° to 35°, wind 5 to 15 mph. Some 
ponds frozen but river open, a little 
snow. 7:45 AM to 4 PM. Nine ob¬ 
servers in six parties; twenty party 
hours, fourteen by car and six on 
foot; party miles 188, 180 by car 
and eight on foot. Miss Clema Bor¬ 
land, Miss Geraldine Heartwell, 
Mrs. Wm. Helzer, Miss Helen 
Kucera, Burton Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Elden Percival, O. W. Ritchey, and 
Mrs. O. W. Ritchey (reporter). The 
Brown Thrasher, apparently a 
healthy bird, was seen by two ob¬ 
servers near Crystal Lake. Hundreds 
of Robins had spent the winter in 
Hastings (to the time of the report), 
presumably because of the open 
winter and the abundance of hack- 
berry seeds. 

Lincoln, December 21. All points 
within a fifteen-mile diameter circle 
with its center at 14 and A, as in 
previous years, to include Pioneers’ 
Park, Wyuka Cemetary, Salt and 
Stevens Creeks timbered bottom 
lands, and local farm and pasture 
land. Mostly cloudy all day, clearing 
towrd evening. 25° to 31°, wind 
from 18 to 36 mph, one inch of new 
snow, creeks mostly open, lakes 95% 
frozen. Seven observers in two 
parties, 8 AM to 5:30 PM. Total 
party hours 18.5, 8.5 by car, ten on 
foot; total party miles 136, 125 by 
car, eleven on foot. Oscar Alexis, 
Esther Bennett Katherine Guthrie, 
Ralph Harrington (reporter), Bill 
- Text continued on page 13 
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Mute Swan 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Canada Goose 

50 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

50 

Mallard 

72,000 

P 

500 

101 

- 

- 

- 

72,601 

Pintail 

25 

- 

50 

- 
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- 

- 

75 

Canvasback 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Comaon Goldeneye 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Bufflehead 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Common Merganser 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Goshawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Red-tailed Hawk 

2 

- 

2 

8 

3 

3 

2 

20 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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1 

- 

1 

Rough-legged Hawk 

- 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Golden Eagle 

- 

1 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Bald Eagle 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Marsh Hawk 

1 

P 

19 

2 

4 

- 

2 

28 

Pigeon Hawk 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Sparrow Hawk 

3 

- 

2 

4 

4 

9 

- 

22 

Greater Prairie Chicken 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

- 

54 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

54 

Bobwhite 

8 

- 

10 

- 

- 

34 

5 

57 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

5 

23 

2 

5 

3 

7 

1 

46 

Common Snipe 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Ring-billed Gull 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

p 

Rock Dove 

- 

2 

85 

- 

14 

29 

- 

130 

Mourning Dove 

2 

- 

2 

212 

82 

3 

12 

313 

Screech Owl 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Great Hothed Owl 

6 

P 

4 

8 

- 

3 

3 

24 

Belted Kingfisher 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Flicker 

13 

9 

29 

26 

8 

67 

3 

155 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

- 

- 

5 

13 

5 

30 

3 

56 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

- 

- 

- 

p 

2 

P 

- 

2 
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Hairy Woodpecker 

2 

6 

6 

4 

1 

10 

- 

29 

Downy Woodpecker 

4 

6 

6 

10 

5 

38 

1 

70 

Homed Lark 

73 

240 

22 

10 

32 

451 

- 

828 

Blue Jay 

12 

- 

16 

30 

17 

45 

10 

130 

Steller's Jay 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

Black-billed Magpie 

39 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

42 

Common Crow 

10 

19 

22 

55 

13 

44 

12 

175 

Pinon Jay 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

Black-capped Chickadee 

20 

28 

18 

47 

44 

146 

26 

329 

Mountain Chickadee 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Tufted Titmouse 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

31 

1 

42 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

1 

2 

7 

16 

12 

39 

4 

81 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

1 

2 

6 

33 

- 

- 

- 

42 

Brown Creeper 

- 

3 

1 

12 

2 

11 

- 

29 

Winter Wren 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Carolina Wren 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

1 

7 

Mockingbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Brown Thrasher 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Robin 

23 

- 

100 

200 

4 

191 

19 

537 

Eastern Bluebird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

16 

5 

26 

Townsend's Solitaire 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

- 

- 

- 

30 

- 

6 

- 

36 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

8 

10 

Bohemian Waxwing 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Cedar Waxwing 

35 

- 

100 

22 

- 

59 

15 

231 

Northern Shrike 

3 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

6 

Loggerhead Shrike 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Starling 

482 

180 

400 

28,012 

104 

1,650 

475 

31,303 

House Sparrow 

1,437 

96 

600 

1,000 Many 

2,285 

100 

5,518 + 

Meadowlark sp. 

33 

8 

60 

102 

213 

57 

2 

475 

Redwinged Blackbird 

77 

- 

3 

- 

- 

612 

_ 

692 
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Scott©- Gree- Hast- tin- Wy- Omaha Nemaha Total 


Rusty Blackbird 

bluff 

ley 

ings 

-doln 

more 

25 

Countv 

25 

Brewer's Blackbird 

31 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

34 

Cannon Grackle 

- 

- 

20 

22 

- 

10 

- 

52 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

4 

- 

4 

Cardinal 

- 

- 

9 

16 

15 

159 

22 

221 

Evening Grosbeak 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

Purple Finch 

- 

- 

1 

18 

- 

7 

- 

26 

House Finch 

35 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

Pine Grosbeak 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Common Redpoll 

- 

230 

1 

10 

- 

- 

- 

241 

Pine Siskin 

- 

4 

14 

76 

- 

2 

- 

96 

American Goldfinch 

P 

18 

35 

240 

13 

70 

42 

418 

Red Crossbill 

- 

- 

- 

62 

- 

1 

- 

63 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

- 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

p 

Slate-colored Junco 

10 

30 

100 

185 

54 

915 

137 

1,431 

Oregon Junco 

87 

2 

P 

15 

- 

4 

- 

108 

Tree Sparrow 

50 

165 

75 

300 

36 

806 

45 

1,477 

Harris' Sparrow 

3 

20 

50 

230 

40 

117 

44 

504 

White-crowned Sparrow 

2 

- 

- 

- 

4 

5 

- 

11 

White-throated Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

Swamp Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

Song Sparrow 

- 

- 

20 

20 

- 

24 

9 

73 

Lapland Longspur 

- 

- 

500 

- 

- 

194 

- 

694 

Snow Bunting 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

P 

Species Reported 

49 

26 

43 

41 

33 

49 

30 

82 

Present but not seen 

3 

4 

2 

3 

- 

1 

- 

4 

Individuals reported 

74,665 

1,152 

2,907 

31,l$tf 

754 + 

8,238 

i 

119,891+ 


Huntley, Hazel Schreiber, Leon 
Strickland. 

Nemaha County, January 12. 
Overcast, no wind. 9:15 AM to 5 PM. 
Seventy-one miles. Ida May Hey- 
wood, Peru (reporter) and Loy 
Mowery, Auburn. 


Omaha, December 27. All points 
within a fifteen-mile diameter circle, 
centered at Offutt Lake (about three 
miles north of the junction of the 
Platte and Missouri Rivers), to in¬ 
clude Fontenelle Forest, Lake Mana- 
wa (Iowa) State Park, and portions 
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of the Platte and Missouri Rivers. 
Deciduous growth 30%, fields and 
pastures 45%, roadside 20%, water 
5%. 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM. Cloudy, 
snowing, 23° to 26°, wind east to 
southeast, 13 to 29 mph. Three to 
five inches of snow. Waters frozen 
except for rivers and springs. Thirty 
observers in eight parties. Total 
party hours fifty. Curtis D. Abdouch, 
Rose Anderson, Elizabeth Appleby, 
Lennart Y. Berg, Grover Brammel, 
Treva Burd, John Caniglia, Harold 
Chase, Roger Di Silvestro, William 
Erwin, C. E. Heaney Jr., Ann 
Hodgson, Rosemary Holeman, Bill 
Latka Jr., Bill Latka III, Dorothy 
Lammers, Glenn H. Le Dioyt, James 
M. Malkowski, Barbara and Loren 
Padelford, Andy Peters, Jack Phil¬ 
lips, Marie J. Pluta (reporter), 
Richard Russell, Roger Sharpe, E. 
Thomas Stacey, Jean Schneider, Carl 
H. Swanson, Mary Tremaine, Ger¬ 
trude Wood. The Evening Grosbeaks 
were seen at thirty feet; the Swamp 
Sparrows were seen by two observ¬ 
ers at six yards. 

Scottsbluff, December 20. All 
points within a fifteen-mile diame¬ 
ter circle centered on the bridge 
across the North Platte River at 
South Broadway, to include Scotts¬ 
bluff and Gering. Pastures 25%, 
deciduous growth 35%, hilly ter¬ 
rain 10%, water 25%, conifers 
3%, town 2%. 7 AM to 4:30 P.M. 
Rain, ice-covered sidewalks and 
pavements in the morning, sunny 
in the afternoon. 31° to 51° to 
42°. Wind southwest to northwest 
at 5 to 23 to 16 mph. Partial snow 
cover in places. River and drainage 
ditches open, lakes and ponds 
partially frozen. Ten observers in 
four parties; 265 miles by car, three 
by foot. Mrs. R. C. Acton, Mrs. 
Harry Banghart, Lydia E. Bolz, Mrs. 
J. J. Brasher, A. A. Hehnke, Mrs. 
Rosina Hilpert, Mrs. M. A. J. Olson, 
Roy Witschy, Mrs. Roy Witschy 
(reporter), S. R. Young. 


The Swan was observed by the 
Nature Club on its June outing. It 
was learned that it had been resting 
and feeding on two farm ponds 
several miles apart. In September 
a farmer in an entirely different 
area reported that the Swan was on 
a seep-fed pond. It was seen in Oc¬ 
tober on the Fall Field Count. 
On the Christmas Count the bird 
was doing well, although it had only 
a small area not iced over. The 
farmer was throwing it shelled corn, 
and had seen it flying several times. 
In response to a question as to the 
identification Mrs. Witschy said 
that the bird apparently was an 
escaped pet, because it would allow 
them to get as close as fifteen feet 
before it would start to swim away. 
Mr. Witschy had taken a hundred 
feet of colored movies of the swan 
resting, feeding, preening, and 
swimming, and this film was re¬ 
viewed with Mrs. Brashear after the 
question was received. The Swan’s 
bill was orange, no black knob, but 
the black design to the eye was 
identical to the Mute Swan picture 
on page 39 in Birds of North Ameri¬ 
ca by Robbins, Brunn, Zim, and 
Singer, and on page 19 of A Field 
Guide to the Birds of Britain and 
Europe by Peterson, Mountfort, and 
Hollom. Peterson et al say the knob 
is greatly enlarged in the male in 
spring. This Swan had a small black 
spot at the center of the tip of the 
bill. Particular attention was paid to 
the location of the nostril, which is 
higher up on the mandible of the 
Mute Swan than it is on the Whist¬ 
ling or Trumpeter Swans. This bird 
had a curve in the neck. Mrs. 
Witschy added that the bird had 
been found later with a wing injury 
and taken to University Lake. 

Mr. Jim McCole, the Game Ward¬ 
en, assisted in getting the count on 
the ducks. He reported that there 
were 75,000 ducks on Lake Minatare, 
just outside of the count area, dur- 
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mg the day and that they leave to 
feed in the fields until morning. The 
Steller’s Jays were seen by a party 
of four. Two families located a few 
miles apart, each with orchards and 
many evergreens, have observed 
about thirty-five of these Jays in a 
flock. They were quick to notice 
that they were not the common Blue 
Jay and to note the topknots. The 
Brewer’s Blackbirds were seen at 


WINTER 

The winter meeting was held at 
Lincoln on February 7 and 8, 1970. 
The first day’s activities were held 
in the new facilities of the State 
Museum, in Nebraska Hall, and 
were: 

Welcome, by Dr. C. Bernard 
Schultz, Director of the Museum. 

The Christmas Bird Count, Mrs. 
Marie Pluta, Omaha. 

The Christmas Bird Count and Re¬ 
marks on Starlings, Ralph Harring¬ 
ton, Lincoln. 

Influence of Territorial Behavior 
on Population Regulation in Red¬ 
winged Blackbirds, Dr. Larry 
C. Holcomb, Creighton University, 
Omaha. 

The Breeding Bird Survey: Ic- 
terids, C. W. Huntley, Crete. 

The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, 
Everett W. Gross, Doane College. 

In the afternoon Kent Fiala, Be¬ 
atrice, conducted a tour of the 
N.O.U. Library, and the following 
workshops were held: 

Duck Wings, Dr. Harvey Gunder¬ 
son, University of Nebraska at Lin¬ 
coln. 

Shorebirds, Dr. Mary Tremaine, 
University of Nebraska Medical 
School. 


close range by three observers, with 
glasses, from a car parked at a cattle 
feedlot. The Pine Grosbeaks were 
seen by a party of four. 

Wymore, January 4. Mrs. Lynn 
Hardin and Mrs. Floyd Patton 
(reporter). Eight-hour period. A 
sighting of what may have been 
Wheatears is not included in the 
tabulation and has been made the 
subject of a special “Note”. 


MEETING 

Sparrows, Dr. Roger Sharpe, Uni¬ 
versity of Nebraska at Omaha. 

Miscellaneous Difficult Species, 
Kent Fiala, Beatrice. 

A slide show was held in the even¬ 
ing. 

Over fifty individuals attended 
the meeting, although not all were 
present at the same time. Around 
twenty participated in the field trip 
the following day, to Pioneers’ Park, 
Pawnee Lake, and the Branched 
Oak Dam vicinity. Thirty-three spe¬ 
cies were identified: Mallard; Red¬ 
tailed, Marsh, and Sparrow Hawks; 
Ring-necked Pheasant; Rock and 
Mourning Doves; Great Horned 
Owl, Long-eared Owl (one found 
dead where they had been seen pre¬ 
vious, no live ones observed), 
Flickers (both types), Hairy and 
Downy Woodpeckers, Horned Lark, 
Blue Jay, Common Crow, Black- 
capped Chickadee, Red - breasted 
Nuthatch, Robin, Cedar Waxwing, 
Starling, House Sparrow, Eastern 
and Western Meadowlarks, Brown- 
headed Cowbird, Cardinal, Common 
Redpoll, Pine Siskin, American Gold¬ 
finch, Red Crossbill, Slate-colored 
Junco; Tree, Harris’, and Song 
Sparrows. 


The Cooper Ornithological Society and the Wilson Ornithological Society 
will meet jointly at Colorado State University in Fort Collins from Thurs¬ 
day, 18 June to Sunday, 21 June 1970. Further Information can be obtained 
from the CSU Office of Conference Services, Room 178, Student Center, 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80521. 
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NOTES 

LITTLE BLUE HERON. The Re¬ 
vised Check-list of Nebraska Birds, 
1958, lists the Little Blue Heron as a 
rare post breeding summer visitant 
with occasional spring records from 
the Hastings area and one from 
Brule, Keith County. 

On April 28, 1969, I observed an 
adult Little Blue Heron on a 7 acre 
pond along Pine Creek in Brown 
County, 7 miles west and 4 miles 
north of Bassett. The bird was ob¬ 
served on subsequent days through 
May 3. 

—Robert Wood, Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, Bassett 

On May 1, 1969, I observed an 
adult Little Blue Heron on the Mis¬ 
souri River approximately 1.5 miles 
east and 2 miles south of the town 
of Nemaha, Nebraska. The bird was 
observed along the east bank of the 
Missouri River. 

—Ken Johnson, Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, Lincoln 

BLACK - CROWNED NIGHT 
HERON. June 22, 1969, by a road¬ 
side pond on Highway 2 near Anti¬ 
och, Mrs. Alfred Blinde and I saw a 
Black-crowned Night Heron swallow 
a rather large garter snake. When 
we first saw it, the bird was just 
swallowing the last of the snake. Im¬ 
mediately the bird: started vomiting 
the snake. It didn’t come easy. The 
bird turned its head rapidly from 
side to side whipping the snake 
back and forth so vigorously that 
the bird fell backwards, sitting on 
its tail. This occurred several times 
with a rest period between. The 
whole process must have taken at 
least five minutes. When the snake 
finally came out the head end was 
quite bloody. We assumed that the 
snake was dead, probably, before the 
bird started to swallow it. We watch¬ 
ed for a little while longer. The Her¬ 
on didn’t start eating the snake in 
that period of time. 

—Doris Gates, Chadron 


LEAST BITTERN. Dr. Larry C. 
Holcomb saw Least Bitterns from 
late May through early June, 1968, 
in Douglas County. This information 
was received too late to be included 
in the 1968 Spring Migration Report. 

WHITE-FACED GLOSSY IBIS 
IN GARDEN COUNTY. On April 
25, 1967 I encountered a flock 

of fifteen White-faced Glossy Ibis, 
Plegadis chihi, on the edge of a small 
lake near the eastern boundary of 
Crescent Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge in Garden County, Nebraska. 
I was accompanied by the refuge 
manager, John Wilbrecht, who also 
had the opportunity to confirm the 
identification with the aid of a 25 
power spotting scope. There was no 
doubt that all of the members of the 
flock were of the chihi population, 
since they all exhibited the well-de¬ 
fined white lores. We observed the 
flock for about fifteen minutes, at 
a distance of perhaps 30 yards. The 
morning was a brisk 20 degrees, and 
the flock congregated on the south 
shore of this small lake, basking in 
the sun and feeding in the shallow 
water beyond the ice which fringed 
the lake. 

—Roger S. Sharpe, Department of 
Biology, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha 

WHISTLING SWANS. On April 
4, 1969, I saw two Whistling Swans 
on a basin near here, the first I’ve 
ever seen in Nebraska. They stayed 
the one day and were gone by the 
nxt. The first time I saw them was 
early in the morning and I got quite 
close, but the rest of the day they 
seemed very wild and stayed mostly 
at the far end of the pond. 

—Lee Morris, Benedict 

BLACK DUCK. On December 12, 
1968, I saw a Black Duck which had 
been shot near Valley, Douglas 
County. — Larry C. Holcomb, Omaha 
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COMMON SNIPE. The Revised 
Check-list of Nebraska Birds, 1958, 
states that Common Snipe have been 
known to breed in Garden County. 

On May 11, 1969, I observed an 
adult Common Snipe and two newly 
hatched young cross a road in Rock 
County, half a mile west of Basset. 
—Robert Wood, Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, Bassett 

WHIMBREL and DUNLIN. I saw 
my first Whimbrel on our own basin 
on May 13, and a Dunlin in the same 
place on May 21, 1969. 

—Lee Morris, Benedict 

MOURNING DOVE SWIMS. This 
summer, 1968, I had an unusual ex¬ 
perience, in that I saw a Mourning 
Dove swimming. I was approaching 
one of the gravel pits that is now 
used as city dump grounds, and the 
bird flew up from the sand along the 
edge of the water. It flew with some 
evidence of effort, and when it had 
gone perhaps as much as 75 feet 
it gradually settled into the water 
about 25 feet from shore. 

It immediately took off across 
the water, swimming directly away 
from me and using wings in unison 
as if it were swimming a breast 
stroke. This carried it, with one 
short period of rest, to a pile of 
old tree trunks, and it climbed in¬ 
to them. I went around and tried 
to find it and saw it once, very 
briefly, sitting on the rough bark 
surface of one of the logs. I was 
not able to see it again, but it was 
well out of the water and apparent¬ 
ly not suffering from its bath. 

—Ray S. Wycoff, Lexington 

GRAY JAY IN DOUGLAS COUN¬ 
TY. The Gray Jay (Perisoreus cana¬ 
densis) has not been reported in the 
eastern part of Nebraska. On No¬ 
vember 12, 1968, I saw one at the 
Two Rivers State Recreation Area. 
I am familiar with the bird from 
previous close sightings in Wyoming 
and Wisconsin. 

—Larry C. Holcomb, Omaha 


CLARK’S NUTCRACKER. Au¬ 
gust, 1969, Lon Lemmon who man¬ 
ages the Ponderosa Special Use 
Area south of Crawford called to 
say he saw Clark’s Nutcrackers on 
the Area and earlier he had seen 
them in the Metcalf Area north of 
Hay Springs. 

Shortly after that, Mrs. Alfred 
Blinde and I were in Chadron State 
Park and six or eight of the birds 
fed on the ground within a few feet 
of us. Farther on we saw and heard 
them all around us. Since that time 
to the present (January, 1970) I 
have heard or seen them many times. 

One Sunday while walking in a 
deep canyon along the west border 
of Chadron State Park I heard and 
saw husks of seeds come down from 
the pines and looked up to discover 
many Clark’s Nutcrackers feeding 
in the cones. 

Dr. Larry Holcomb stated in Oc¬ 
tober that he had seen some in 
the Pine Ridge the previous year in 
October. This indicates they have 
been here more than a year. 

Mrs. Joyce Brashear of Gering 
saw Clark’s Nutcrackers in the 
Wildcat Hills last summer (1969) 
and wonders if they might have 
nested there. They were still around 
when they made their Christmas 
count. 

According to the Revised Check¬ 
list of Nebraska Birds, 1958, there 
are occasional records, some as far 
east as Plattsmouth and Omaha, but 
most are from the Pine Ridge of 
western Nebraska 

—Doris Gates, Chadron 

BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE. On 
November 12 and December 12, 1968, 
I saw a Black-billed Magpie near 
Ames, Dodge County. 

—Larry C. Holcomb, Omaha 

DIPPER OBSERVATION IN 
HOLT COUNTY. On December 26, 
1969 I observed a bird which I be¬ 
lieve to be a Dipper. It was sighted 
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along a small cold-water, spring-fed 
stream which flows into the Nio¬ 
brara River approximately seven 
miles downstream from the Highway 
281 bridge which crosses the Nio¬ 
brara. I observed it for about five 
minutes and approached the bird to 
within ten feet. Upon observation I 
concluded that it was a Dipper be¬ 
cause of its incessant dipping be¬ 
havior and general morphology. It 
was a brownish-gray, short-tailed 
bird about the size of a robin. In 
checking various field guides I 
ruled-out all other possibilities ex¬ 
cept the Dipper, Cinclue mexicanus. 


—William J. Erwin. Department of 
Biology, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha 


WHEATEARS? On January 4, 
1970, Mrs. Lena Hardin and I were 
driving around looking for Horned 
Larks and Longspurs. It was very 
cold but quite sunny. The ground 
was covered with snow. We were on 
a side road about four miles east of 
Wymore which had been rocked 
quite recently. It was well packed 
with snow but the rocks showed 
through here and there. In the road 
ahead of us we saw a flock of birds 
which we thought were Horned 
Larks. We stopped and verified that 
they were with our binoculars. Sud¬ 
denly they flew out over a field, 
leaving five birds behind. They were 
about 75 feet away and we could see 
them very well but not for long. The 
thing that caught our eye was the 
long wings hanging down. We could 
see no tail. The underparts were a 
bronze-buff, the wings and back a 
medium brown. They stood and were 
shaped like robins or bluebirds. We 
realize that the tails, being white, 
would not show against the snow, 


and that the black mark on the tail 
would not have been noticed among 
the rocks. 

The illustrations of the Wheatear 
in both Peterson’s Guide and Pough’s 
Audubon Guide look just like the 
birds we saw. 

— Mrs. Florence Patton, Wymore 

The A.O.U Check-list (1957) lists 
Wheatears as accidental in Colorado 
(Boulder), New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Louisiana. The Revised Check¬ 
list of Nebraska Birds includes the 
Wheatear on the hypothetical list be¬ 
cause the original identification was 
later withdrawn,— Ed. 


LARK BUNTINGS. Clyde and 
Emma Johnson, of Omaha, found a 
flock of Lark Buntings on the Uni¬ 
versity of Nebraska Experimental 
Farm at Mead. They were observed 
several times in the late spring of 
1969. This is farther east than they 
are usually seen other than as iso¬ 
lated migrants. 


SWAMP SPARROW BREEDING 
ON THE MIDDLE LOUP RIVER. 
According to the N.O.U. Checklist 
(1958) the Swamp Sparrow, Melo- 
spiza georgiana, is “a locally rare 
summer resident in the northern 
part of the state and in the Loup 
River Valley. Status of this bird is 
poorly known.” This note is intended 
to confirm that at least a small 
population of Swamp Sparrows still 
breeds in the valley of the Middle 
Loup River near Cairo, Nebraska. 
Mr. Bill Lemburg, who lives on the 
banks of the Middle Loup about five 
miles north of Cairo, found a small 
population of breeding Swamp Spar¬ 
rows about a mile downstream from 
his farm in a marshy area near the 
river. He found one nest in June, 
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1969, containing four eggs and noted 
that there were several singing 
males in the area. 

—Roger S. Sharpe, Department of 
Biology, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha 

ALBINOS. On August 18, 1969, I 
observed a pure albino Redwinged 
Blackbird in Hooker County. 

—Glenn H, LeDioyt, Omaha 

On August 20, 1969, Mrs. Lorene 
Mckulsky of Murray, Nebraska, ob¬ 
served an albino House Sparrow in 
her back yard, being fed by the par¬ 
ent bird. I saw the bird often at the 
feeding station with many other 
House Sparrows. It appeared white 
at first, but as it grew older its wing 
feathers showed a slight grayish 
color. I could not distinguish the 
color of its eyes with 7 x 35 binocu¬ 
lars. I have not seen it since October 
1. (Written in mid-November. Ed) 

—Lois M. Horn, Murray 

AN EXTENSION OF THE 
RANGE OF THE LEAST SHREW 
(Cryptotis parva) IN NEBRASKA. 
I collected a Least Shrew, Cryptotis 
parva, on November 26, 1967 in the 
Nebraska National Forest, Bessey 
Division in Thomas County, Nebras¬ 
ka, (Sec. 34, T22N, R26W). It was 
caught in a baited snap trap which 
was placed under a fence line in 
two to three feet tall grass, primari¬ 
ly Little Bluestem, Andropogon 
scoparius, Prairie Sandreed, Cala- 
movilfa long folia, and Sand Love- 
grass, Eragrostis trichodes. This sec¬ 
tion of the forest consisted of scat¬ 
tered Ponderosa Pine, Pinus ponde- 
rosa, and native grasses. 

This is the first record of the 
Least Shrew collected from Thomas 
County. According to Jones (J. Knox 
Jones Jr. 1964. Distribution & 


Taxonomy of Mammals of Nebraska. 
University of Kansas Press, pp 70- 
73.), it has been recorded in central 
Lincoln County; in eastern Cherry 
County; and in Antelope County. 
This left a void in its recorded oc¬ 
currence for the central portion of 
Nebraska which is filled by this 
trapping record. 

The measurements were: total 
length 72mm; tail length 12mm; 
hind foot 10mm; weight 3.51 gr. The 
specimen was donated to the Uni¬ 
versity of Nebraska State Museum, 
Lincoln, Nebraska, where it is cata¬ 
loged as number ZM-13032. 

I wish to acknowledge the aid 
given by Dr. Harvey Gunderson at 
the Nebraska State Museum in con¬ 
firming this as the first record of 
the Least Shrew in Thomas County. 

—Glen E. Dappen, Department of 
Biology, Nebraska Wesleyan 
University, Lincoln 

BLACK-FOOTED FERRET. A 
Black-footed Ferret was observed at 
close range shortly after sunrise on 
the morning of July 3, 1969, in Box 
Butte County. My son, R. G. Le¬ 
Dioyt, and I were in our car at the 
edge of a wheat field sixteen miles 
west and three miles north of Alli¬ 
ance when the animal emerged from 
the wheat only twenty feet from us. 
It stood still for several seconds and 
appeared to be as curious about us 
as we were of it. It was larger than 
a weasel; its four black feet were 
striking; and its dark cheeks were 
obvious in the early morning light. 
The ferret appeared to be' heading 
for a rough canyon pasture which 
bordered on the wheat field, but our 
presence tended to block its path, 
and it returned to the wheat. (The 
Black-footed Ferret has been desig¬ 
nated an endangered species by the 
Department of the Interior. Ed.) 

—Glenn H. LeDioyt, Omaha 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

THE WARBLERS OF NORTH 
AMERICA. Frank M. Chapman. 
Dover Publications, Inc. New York, 
1968. 307 pp. 24 color plates, 8- 
black-and-white. $3.00. 

This is a reprint of the third 
(1917) edition, with a foreword by 
Dean Amadon giving changes in the 
names. The color plates are not up 
to modern standards, but do give a 
better idea of the bird’s appearance 
than black-and-white. Four of the 
other plates show a total of 120 
eggs - usually two or three for each 
species, which gives some idea of the 
variations in a species. There is an 
introductory section on warblers in 
general, and then individual life his¬ 
tories, similar to, but shorter than, 
those in Bent’s Life Histories (also 
reprinted by Dover, in two volumes, 
$2.50 each). 

Ed. 


THE WAY BIRDS LIVE. Ed. 
ward A. Armstrong. Dover Publica¬ 
tions, Inc. New York, 1967. 30 pho¬ 
tographs, 42 drawings, 97pp. $1.50. 

This is a fourth revised edition of 
a book first published in 1945. It 
contains numerous short paragraphs 
on aspects of bird life and behavior, 
some of which end up with a ques¬ 
tion and a suggestion that the reader 
be the one to find the answer to the 
question. The book would seem to be 
well designed to arouse interest and 
the author has some suggestions). 
promote further reading (for which 

Ed. 

WHOOPING CRANES. Resources 
Publication 75, Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington, D. C. 20402. 
10f 

The Whooping Crane Conservation 
Association calls this “a very concise 
pamphlet containing a population 
status chart. 
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DRAGONFLY MIGRATIONS OBSERVED IN 
NEBRASKA IN 1969 1 

Neva C. Pruess 


During September, 1969 there 
were many reports of unusually 
large concentrations of dragonflies 
in eastern Nebraska and western 
Iowa. Ono September 6, I observed 
a migrational flight passing over 
our home in Lincoln. I have seen 
one specimen collected the evening 
of that flight; it was Anax jiinius, 
the large Aeshnid dragonfly com¬ 
monly called the green darner. 

About 6:30 P.M., CDT, I noticed 
that large dragonflies were passing 
overhead in a steady stream, all 
headed in the same SSE direction. 
Most were flying at least 20 feet off 
the ground and maintaining a 
straight flight line. Occasionally in¬ 
dividuals would deviate briefly from 
the flight direction and I noted 
several pursuing prey. With binocu¬ 
lars I could see dragonflies moving 
in this manner as far to the east 
and west and as far up as the bi¬ 
nocular power permitted. 

I took 10 counts of the individuals 
visible to the unaided eye, passing 
directly over my head, in an area 
about 20 feet wide, during a 15 
second interval. The numbers counted 
were: 32, 38, 29, 35, 28, 31, 30, 27, 
28, 31; a mean of 30.9 or approxi¬ 
mately 123 per minute. 

Mr. Lloyd Andersen of the Uni¬ 
versity of Nebraska Entomology De¬ 
partment who lives 2.1 miles SSE of 
my home, directly on the line of 
flight, was also observing it. The 
flight stopped abruptly at my loca¬ 
tion at 7:44 P.M. It continued at 
the Andersen home another 6 min¬ 
utes until 7:50 P.M. This indicates 
that the dragonflies were traveling 
approximately 20 MPH. 

In Omaha, 50 miles northeast of 
Lincoln, a similar flight was occur¬ 
ring on the same evening at the same 
time. Dr. R. G. Cortelyou observed 


it at his home from about 7:15 to 
7:45 P.M. Mr. Grover Bramel, who 
lives a scant mile almost due south 
of the Cortelyous, observed the flight 
from his 16th floor apartment, ap¬ 
proximately 200 feet above ground 
level, on the west side of Omaha’s 
Masonic Manor. He described the 
flight in a letter to me as follows: 
“Looking through 7 x 35 binoculars 
in a westwardly direction and up¬ 
ward at a 60 degree angle, I could 
see the dragonflies as far as the 
binoculars would reach. The con¬ 
centration of the insects seemed to 
be of uniform density throughout 
the range of vision, all flying in 
straight lines SSE at a good speed.” 

On the night of September 5 Mr. 
Glenn LeDioyt drove to Omaha from 
O’Neill, Nebraska, about 130 miles 
to the northwest, and passed through 
large masess of dragonflies several 
times. Mrs. Herbert Weston reported 
unusual concentrations of dragon¬ 
flies in the Beatrice area in mid- 
September. Several University of 
Nebraska Entomology students re¬ 
ported seeing large numbers of 
dragonflies in western Iowa and 
southeastern Nebraska the weekend 
of September 6. 

It seems likely that Anax junius 
was the species involved in these 
flights. Various observers at other 
times have reported it moving in 


1 Published with the approval of the 
Director as paper No. 2906, Journal 
Series, Nebraska Agricultural Ex¬ 
periment Station, and Contribution 
No. 339 of the Department of Ento¬ 
mology, University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68503 
2 Research Associate in Entomology, 
Department of Entomology* Uni¬ 
versity of Nebraska, Lincoln, Ne¬ 
braska 68503 
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large numbers in definite directions. 
Walker (1958) believed that the 
southeastern Canadian populations 
of this species are maintained 
by a north - south migration. 
Fully mature individuals which 
appear in Canada in May are pre¬ 
sumed to have emerged farther 
south and to have migrated north. 
Larval exuviae and teneral indi¬ 
viduals are rarely found in Canada 
before August. The individuals 
emerging in August and September 
are the progeny of the previous 
year’s adults since the period of 
larval development in this species is 
approximately a year. These late 
summer individuals are presumed to 
migrate south. Corbet (1963) points 
out that the remarkable feature of 
such a migration is that adults of 
one generation fly north and those 
of the next south. He suggests that 
the sun may be used for directional 
orientation during such flights and 
that photoperiod and temperature 


during larval development may be 
involved in the orientating mechan¬ 
ism. 

Anax junius occurs in the south¬ 
ern portion of the prairies and west¬ 
ern provinces of Canada but it is 
not as abundant as in the southeast¬ 
ern part of the country. The popu¬ 
lations of the northern plains states 
may maintain the same north-south 
alternate generation migrational pat¬ 
terns as Walker postulated for the 
eastern Canadian area. The unusual 
abundance of these insects in Ne¬ 
braska in 1969 may have resulted 
from the migration of an exception¬ 
ally large generation from the 
northern tier of states and southern 
Canada. 

LITERATURE CITED 
Corbet P. S. 1963. A Biology of 
Dragonflies. Quadrangle Books. 
Walker, E. M. 1958. The Odonata 
of Canada and Alaska. Vol. II. 
University of Toronto Press. 


SANDHILL CRANES 

Mary M. Tremaine 


On April 5, 1970 I was sitting in 
a blind near Elm Creek watching 
Sandhill Cranes. A large new mi¬ 
grant flock of birds came in. Among 
them was a bird nearly twice the 
size of the others; this bird also had 
a noticeably heavier bill than is 
usual with our Sandhill Cranes. I 
thought it probably was a repre¬ 
sentative of the Greater Sandhill 
Crane race; this form of the bird is 
found in Michigan and in Oregon, 
but is not known to occur regularly 
in the migration path followed by 
the Lesser race which we see along 
the Platte. 

I photographed the bird although 
the distance was quite far. Photo¬ 
graphs were sent to the Patuxent 
Research Center, who agreed with 
the identification. They forwarded 
the pictures to Mr. John W. Aldrich 
of the Fish and Wildlife Service in 


Washington, who has been in charge 
of study of cranes and who knows 
a great deal about them. He agreed 
that the large bird in the picture 
was almost certainly a Greater 
Sandhill Crane, and suspected that 
two birds to the right of the pic¬ 
ture, tall and one showing a heavy 
bill, probably were Greaters, also. 

A partial albino Lesser Sandhill 
Crane was in the same flock as con¬ 
tained the Greater Sandhill Cranes. 
This albino bird had normal color¬ 
ing on the headi, neck, and tail, but 
the wings and back were white with 
a patch of brown. The farmer who 
owns the pasture said that an ex¬ 
ceptionally large crane was present 
in the spring of 1969, and that a 
similar partial albino crane was also 
present in 1969. 

In further correspondence Mr. Al¬ 
drich wrote in part: 





24 


Nebraska Bird Review 





Nebraska Bird Review 


25 


“I used the name greater sandhill 
crane in the sense it is used by most 
current classifications of this spe¬ 
cies including the ‘A. 0. U. Checklist 
of North American Birds’, 1957 edi¬ 
tion and ‘The Sandhill Cranes’ by 
Lawrence H. Walkinshaw, Bulletin 
No. 29, Cranbrook Institute of Sci¬ 
ence 1949. This classification di¬ 
vided the breeding populations of 
sandhill cranes north of Florida and 
the Gulf coast into a small subspe¬ 
cies, the lesser sandhill, Crus cana¬ 
densis canadensis, of the Artie tun¬ 
dra and a larger form further south, 
the greater sandhill, Grus canaden¬ 
sis tabida. On this basis the large 
birds in your photograph would 
seem to fit the later type - the great¬ 
er sandhill crane. 

“For some time ornithologists 
have been aware of intermediate 
sized sandhill cranes which to some 
extent combined the characters of 
both subspecies. Walkinshaw in his 
book (cited above) located the breedi- 
ing area of birds of this type in 
forested country of the northern 
part of the Canadian Provinces of 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Monito- 
ba and the southern part of Macken¬ 
zie. More recently Walkinshaw de¬ 
scribed and named this intermediate 
population as a distinct subspecies, 
which he called the Canadian sand¬ 
hill crane Grus canadensis rowani, 
in The Canadian Field Naturalist 
Vol 70, no. 3, pp. 181-184, 1965. 

“I have examined the measure¬ 
ments of a large number of migrant 
sandhill cranes from the Great 
Plains area, including the Platte 
River of Nebraska, and a goodly 
number of these fit the description 
of rowani. If you wish to consider 
this intermediate sized population 
from Central Canada a distinct sub¬ 
species then I believe that it is high¬ 
ly probable that the large birds in 
your pictures belong to it. It would 
be impossible to distinguish large 
examples of this population in the 
field from typical greater sandhill 


cranes which breed from Michigan 
to Minnesota and also from Wyom¬ 
ing west to Idaho and other Great 
Basin states. We have enough evi- 
dance now to show that the main 
migration route of rowani is from its 
breeding ground in Central Canada 
southward through the Great Plains 
to Texas. The main flight of these 
birds seems to be somewhat to the 
east of that of the lesser sandhill 
although overlapping it. It is con¬ 
siderably to the west of the main 
flight of the eastern segment of 
greater sandhills which terminates 
chiefly in Florida. It is also con¬ 
siderably to the east of the main 
flight of the western segment of 
greaters which winters from central 
New Mexico westward. 

“I believe this discussion will help 
you to understand the relationship 
of the geographic races or subspe¬ 
cies of sandhill cranes and how the 
birds you are observing along the 
Platte fit into the picture. These 
subspecies are geographically and to 
a large extent ecologically segre¬ 
gated on their breeding grounds al¬ 
though interbreeding where their 
ranges adjoin. In migration indi¬ 
viduals of different races inter¬ 
mingle although tending to be geo¬ 
graphically separated there also. 

“In view of the impossibility of 
being certain of the subspecific 
identification of sandhill cranes 
away from their breeding area, at¬ 
tempts to make counts of any par¬ 
ticular kind would probably have 
little value other than to suggest 
areas where specimens might be 
taken for more definitive study. Dr. 
James Lewis, Assistant Unit Leader 
of the Oklahoma Cooperative Wild¬ 
life Research Unit, Oklahoma De¬ 
partment of Wildlife Conservation, 
Oklahoma State University, Still¬ 
water, Oklahoma 74074, is making 
such studies of sandhill cranes in 
the middle Great Plains regions and 
he might be interested in your ob¬ 
servations.” 




26 


Nebraska Bird Review 


THE SIXTY-NINTH 

The 4-H camp in the Nebraska 
National Forest, near Halsey, was 
the site of the Sixty-ninth Annual 
Meeting on May 16 and 17, 1970. 
Eighty-seven signed the register, 
and this unusually high figure prob¬ 
ably was due to the location. 

The program consisted of: 

Birds of the Pine Ridge, Profes¬ 
sor Doris Gates, Chadron State Col¬ 
lege. 

Studies of Breeding Long-billed 
Curlew, Dr. Mary Tremaine, Uni¬ 
versity of Nebraska Medical School. 

Some Observations on Sandhill 
Cranes, Charles Frith, Biologist, 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Golden Eagle Nests in the North¬ 
ern Panhandle of Nebraska, pre¬ 
sented by Professor Gates for David 
Avery, a student at Chadron State 
College. 

Traveling in Africa, Oona S. Bas¬ 
sett, Tryon. 

Incubation Behavior, Dr. Larry C. 
Holcomb, Creighton University. 

Behavior of a Male Lesser x 
Greater Prairie Chicken Hybrid, Dr. 
Roger S. Sharpe, University of Ne¬ 
braska at Omaha (presented by tape 
recording because of unexpected 
committments). 

Report on the Environmental 
Teach-in, Dr. Larry C. Holcomb, 
Creighton University. 

At the business meeting the Presi¬ 
dent, Dr. Holcomb, reported on the 
status of the project to establish 
a foundation which would enable 
NOU to accept and administer gifts 
for conservation purposes. All of¬ 
ficers were re-elected: Dr. Larry C. 
Holcomb, Omaha, President; Dr. 
Mildred (Mrs. Everett W.) Gross, 
Crete, Vice-President; Dr. Neva 
(Mrs. Ken) Pruess, Lincoln, Secre¬ 
tary; Mrs. Sigvald Jensen, Weeping 
Water, Treasurer; Kent Fiala, Be¬ 
atrice, Custodian; and Dr. R. G. 
Cortelyou, Omaha, Editor. 


ANNUAL MEETING 

An invitation extended by Dr. 
Sharpe to hold the 1971 meeting at 
the University of Nebraska at Oma¬ 
ha was accepted. 

Dean Anthony J. Catana, Jr., of 
Doane College, Crete, gave the talk 
at the banquet, “The Beat of Pass¬ 
ing Wings”, with primary attention 
to the efforts to preserve the proper 
habitat for the Kirtland’s Warbler. 

Both Saturday and Sunday morn¬ 
ings the grouse blinds in the Forest 
were used to observe Sharp-tailed 
Grouse dancing. A total of 131 spe¬ 
cies were recorded during the meet¬ 
ing: 125 on field trips Sunday (some 
off of the Forest) and 6 others 
(marked *) were recorded earlier 
but not on Sunday. Horned, Eared, 
and Pied-billed Grebes; White Peli¬ 
can, Double - crested Cormorant, 
Great Blue and Green Herons, 
American Bittern, Canada Goose, 
Mallard, Gadwall, Pintail, Green - 
winged and Blue-winged Teal, 
American Widgeon, Redhead, Lesser 
Scaup, Ruddy Duck. 

Turkey Vulture; Cooper’s*, Red¬ 
tailed, Swainson’s, Ferruginous, 
Marsh, and Sparrow Hawks; Sharp¬ 
tailed Grouse, Bobwhite, Ring¬ 
necked Pheasant, Turkey*, Ameri¬ 
can Coot, Killdeer, Common Snipe, 
Long-billed Curlew, Upland Plover, 
Spotted Sandpiper, Willet, Lesser 
Yellowlegs; White-rumped, Baird’s, 
Least, and Semipalmated Sandpip¬ 
ers; Sanderling, American Avocet; 
Wilson’s and Northern Phalarope. 

Herring and Franklin’s Gulls, 
Common and Black Terns, Mourning 
Dove; Great Horned, Burrowing, and 
Long-eared* Owls; Poor-will, Chim¬ 
ney Swift, Belted Kingfisher, Flick¬ 
er (both types); Red-headed, Hairy, 
and Downy Woodpeckers; Eastern 
and Western Kingbirds, Great 
Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, 
Traill’s and Least Flycatchers, East- 
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ern Wood Pewee, Horned Lark; 
Rough - winged, Barn, and Cliff 
Swallows; Blue Jay, Black-billed 
Magpie, Common Crow, Clark’s 
Nutcracker, Black-capped Chicka¬ 
dee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, House 
Wren, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, 
Robin, Swainson’s and Gray-cheeked 
Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, Golden - 
crowned* and Ruby-crowned* King¬ 
lets, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead 
Shrike, Starling; Bell’s, Red-eyed 
and Warbling Vireos; Black-and- 
white, Orange - crowned, Yellow, 
Townsend’s, and Blackpoll Warblers; 
Yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted Chat, 
American Redstart, House Sparrow. 

Bobolink, Eastern and Western 
Meadowlarks, Yellow - headed and 
Redwinged Blackbirds, Orchard and 
Baltimore Orioles, Common Grackle, 
Brown-headed Cowbird, Cardinal; 
Rose-breasted, Black-headed, and 
Blue Grosbeaks; Lazuli Bunting, 


1969 (TWELFTH) FALL 

Two hundred and fifty two spe¬ 
cies are shown in this report, com¬ 
pared to 239 in 1968, 235 in 1967, 
and 258 in 1966. If it had been pos¬ 
sible to identify the Empidonax spe¬ 
cies reported the count probably 
would have been higher. 

The information is presented in 
rough west (left) to east (right) 
order, with locations of about the 
same longitude listed with the north¬ 
ernmost first. Two dates indicate the 
first and last record during the 
period. 

The symbols used are: 

Jl, Au, Sp, 0, N, D for the months. 

S - to indicate a species which ar¬ 
rived before July 1. 

- W to indicate a species which 
remained after December 31. 

P to indicate a species which is 
present all the year, although the 
same individuals may not be present 
during the whole year, and the num¬ 
bers present may vary greatly be>- 


Dickcissel, Pine Siskin, American 
Goldfinch, Rufous-sided Towhee, 
Lark Bunting; Grasshopper, Vesper, 
Lark, Chipping, Clay-colored, Field, 
Harris’, White-crowned, Lincoln’s 
and Song* Sparrows. 

The Clark’s Nutcrackers (at least 
two) were seen around the Forest 
Service headquarters area by var¬ 
ious parties during the period of the 
meeting. A comment on their re¬ 
cent abundance is in the March is¬ 
sue (NBR 38:17). 

The Townsend’s Warbler was 
seen twice (assuming it was the 
same individual) about half an hour 
and about a couple of blocks apart, 
on the hillside west of the head¬ 
quarters building, by Lee and Tom 
Morris, C. W. Huntley, and R. G. 
Cortelyou. There was adequate time 
to allow checking with Peterson’s 
Western Guide to be sure of the 
identification. 

OCCURRENCE REPORT 

tween summer and winter. 

x to indicate that the date of the 
month was not reported. 

For Brown County, S indicates 
summer residents, W winter resi¬ 
dents, and M species in migration. 

The reporting locations, contribu¬ 
tors, and special comments are: 
Adams, Hastings and Kenesaw, 125 
species. Mrs. 0. W. Ritchey for the 
Brooking Bird Club, Harold Turner. 
Robins stayed in unusual (for recent 
years) numbers, possibly because of 
abundant hackberries. The Pine 
Grosbeak was unusual. It was one 
individual in a flock of Purple 
Finches. Orchard Orioles, Bluebirds, 
and Nighthawks were scarce. 

Brown, Ainsworth, 110 species. 
Mrs. Edith Hurlbut. Two Towhees 
remained at her feeder until No¬ 
vember 15. A male robin with all 
white tail feathers was seen all 
summer. 

— Text continued on page 39 
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- 
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Scotts 

Bluff 

McPher- Lin- 
son coin 

Brown 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Adams 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Ne¬ 

maha 

Rough-legged Hawk 

- 

- 

0 14 

- W 

- 

- 

Au 3 

D 20 

- 

0 21 

D 27 

- 

Ferruginous Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 8 

0 21 

- 

- 

- 

Golden Eagle 

P 

- 

- 

- 

D 31 

D 22 

- 

- 

- 

Bald Eagle 

0 28 
- W 

- 

D 25 

- W 

W 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Marsh Hawk 

P 

Sp 14 
Sp 24 

P 

P ‘ 

P 

Sp 15 

D 31 

Sp 30 

N 15 

0 26 

N 28 

P 

Osprey 

- 

- 

- 

M 

Sp 16 

- 

Sp 30 

- 

- 

Prairie Falcon 

Sp 28 

0 20 

- 

D 25 

- 

- 

D 7 

- 

0 21 

- 

Pigeon Hawk 

D 20 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sparrow Hawk 

P 

S - 

Sp 7 

P 

S 

Au 31 

P 

0 14 

N 16 

P 

P 

Greater Prairie 
Chicken 

- 

S 

N 15 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

- 

P 

- 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bobwhite 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Ring-necked Pheasant P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Chukar 

J1 2 

N 22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Turkey 

N 9 

N 22 

- 

N 5 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sandhill Crane 

0 4 

Sp 20 

0 6 

0 15 

N 12 

M 

- 

0 12 

N 12 

- 

- 

- 

Sora 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 6 

0 4 

- 

- 

- 

American Coot 

Sp 20 

0 4 

Sp 1 

0 1 

0 28 

D 2 

S 

Sp 16 

S - 
0 22 

Sp 17 

N 30 

0 5 

N 9 

- 

Semipalmated Plover 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 24 
Sp 1 

- 

- 

Piping Plover 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 27 

- 

- 

Killdeer 

S - 

0 4 

s - 

Sp 19 

S - 
0 16 

S 

Au 31 

P 

S - 

D 3 

S - 

N 16 

S - 

0 15 

American Golden 
Plover 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

0 4 

- 

- 

Black-bellied Plover - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 23 

- 

- 

American Woodcock 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

0 12 

_ 


0 19 
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Scotts 

Bluff 

McFher- Lin- 
son coin 

Brown 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Adams 

Lan- Doug- 
caster .Sarpy 

Ne¬ 

maha 

Common Snipe 

0 4 

D 20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 18 
0 13 

Sp 30 
N 15 

N 1 

- 

Long-billed Curlew 

- 

S - 
Au 12 

- 

S 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Upland Plover 

- 

S - 
Sp 19 

s - 

J1 22 

S 

- 

- 

- 

J1 4 

- 

Spotted Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 28 
Sp 17 

Au 6 

Sp 6 

- 

Solitary Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

M 

- 

Sp 7 

J1 24 
Sp 3 

- 

- 

Willet 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 1 

- 

- 

Greater Yellowlegs 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 2 

Sp 17 

J1 22 
Sp 1 

Sp 6 

- 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Sp 5 

0 4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 10 
Sp 17 

J1 22 

0 4 

0 18 

- 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

M 

- 

- 

J1 29 

0 4 

Au 21 

Sp 20 

- 

Baird's Sandpiper 

0 4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 22 
Au 3 

- 

- 

Least Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

M 

- 

Sp 18 

Au 7 

Au 27 

- 

- 

Dunlin 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 22 

- 

- 

Short-billed 

Dowitcher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 17 

- 

- 

Long-billed 

Dowitcher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 29 
Au 27 

- 

- 

Dowitcher sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 6 

- 

- 

- 

Stilt Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 24 

- 

- 

Semipalmated 

Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 22 

0 17 

- 

- 

Sanderling 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 6 

0 4 

- 

- 

American Avocet 

- 

- 

J1 11 

- 

- 

J1 7 

Au 23 

0 22 

- 

- 

Wilson's Fhalarope 

- 

Sp 1 

- 

M 

- 

J1 1 

Sp 18 

J1 24 
Au 23 

- 

- 

Herring Gull 

- 

- 

D 20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 2 

N 22 

- 

Ring-billed Gull 

S - 
D 21 

- 

s - 

D 2 

- 

- 

- 

0 1 

N 21 

0 5 

N 30 

- 

Franklin's Gull 

S - 

0 20 

- 

S - 

Sp 11 

S 

- 

- 

0 11 

0 25 

N 22 

- 
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Scotts 

Bluff 

McPher¬ 

son 

- Lin¬ 
coln 

Brown 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Adams 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Ne¬ 

maha 

Forster's Tern 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 10 . 

Au 10 

- 

- 

Common Tern 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 9 

0 14 

- 

- 

Least Tern 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 7 

J1 8 

- 

Black Tern 

- 

J1 17 
Sp 14 

- 

- 

- 

J1 10 
Sp 13 

J1 10 
Sp 1 

Au 15 
Sp 13 

- 

Rock Dove 

P 

- 

P 

S 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

Mourning Dove 

S - 
D 20 

S - 

Sp 8 

S - 

N 1 

S 

Au 31 

P 

P 

S - 

N 22 

P 

Yellow-billed 

Cuckoo 

S - 

J1 23 

S - 
J1 13 

S - 

Au 5 

- 

- 

S w 

Sp 6 

S - 

Sp 3 

S - 

0 11 

S - 

Sp 1 

Black-billed 

Cuckoo 

- 

- 

S - 

Au 5 

s 

- 

Au 28 
Sp 1 

- 

S - 

Au 6 

J1 5 

Bam Owl 

- 

- 

- 

s 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Screech Owl 

P 

- 

Sp 10 
Sp 15 

p 

- 

Sp 6 

0 7 

J1 10 

Sp 7 

0 3 

P 

Great Homed Owl 

P 

P 

P 

p 

P 

P 

p 

P 

P 

Burrowing Owl 

S - 

Sp 28 

- 

- 

s 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

Barred Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

Short-eared Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

D 6 

D 10 

- 

- 

- 

Saw-whet Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 28 

- 

- 

Whip-poor-will 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 1 

S - 
J1 31 

Poor-will 

S - 

J1 2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Common Nighthawk 

S - 
Sp 27 

Au 19 
Au 22 

S - 

J1 21 

s 

Sp 10 

Sp 16 

0 2 

S - 

Sp 25 

S - 

0 8 

S - 
Sp 30 

Chimney Swift 

S - 
Au 6 

- 

S - 
Au 30 

- 

- 

S - 
0 11 

S - 

0 18 

S - 
0 21 

S - 
0 3 

White-throated 

Swift 

S - 
Au 8 

- 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird 

- 

- 

Au 7 
Au 8 

- 

- 

Au 17 
Au 31 

Sp 14 

S - 
Sp 13 

S - 

Sp 8 

Broad-tailed 

Hummingbird 

Au 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Belted Kingfisher 

P 

- 

S - 
Sp 14 

s 

P 

P 

S - 
0 4 

S - 

N 22 

- 
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Scotts McPher- Lin- Brown Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne- 



Bluff 

son 

coin 


ley 


caster 

Sarpy 

maha 

Flicker 

P 

Sp 29 

0 19 

S - 

N 1 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

P 

P 

Red-headed 

Woodpecker 

S - 
Sp 6 

Au 26 
Au 31 

S - 
Sp 5 

S 

Sp 1 

S - 
Sp 15 

S - 

Sp 25 

S - 

Sp 21 

S - 
N 5 

Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 16 

D 15 

0 12 

- 

Hairy Woodpecker 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

Downy Woodpecker 

P 

Sp 29 

0 1 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

p 

P 

Eastern Kingbird 

S - 

Sp 3 

S - 

Sp 6 

S - 

Sp 15 

s 

Au 31 

S - 

Sp 10 

S - 

Sp 17 

S - 

Sp 21 

S - 

Sp 15 

Western Kingbird 

S - 
Sp 3 

S - 

Sp 8 

S - 
Sp 22 

s 

Au 31 

s - 

Sp 3 

S - 

Au 23 

S - 

Au 21 

S - 

Au 5 

Cassinis Kingbird 

Sp 3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Great Crested 
Flycatcher 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

Sp 18 

S - 

Sp 10 

S - 

Au 1 

Eastern Phoebe 

- 

- 

- 

s 

- 

- 

S - 

0 13 

s - 

0 5 

S - 
Au 1 

Say's Phoebe 

S - 

Sp 1 

- 

- 

- 

Au 31 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acadian Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

J1 7 

J1 11 

- 

Empidonax sp. 

- 

Au 23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 24 

Au 21 
Sp 7 

- 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 
Au 16 

S - 

Sp 10 

S - 

Au 15 

Western Wood Pewee 

S - 

Sp 6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Horned Lark 

P 

P 

P 

p 

P 

D 20 

D 29 

Au 7 

D 12 

P 

- 

Tree Swallow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bank Swallow 

- 

- 

- 

s 

- 

- 

0 1 

Sp 11 
Sp 15 

J1 5 
J1 31 

Rough-winged 

Swallow 

S - 
J1 12 

- 

- 

s 

- 

- 

J1 22 

Sp 15 

- 

Bam Swallow 

S - 
0 4 

S - 
Sp 24 

S - 
Sp 28 

s 

Au 31 

S - 
0 4 

S - 
0 14 

S - 

0 4 

S - 

J1 1 

Cliff Swallow 

S - 
0 4 

- 

S - 

Sp 28 

s 

- 

- 

J1 22 

0 1 

J1 16 
Sp 20 

J1 31 
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Scotts McPher- Lin- 



Bluff 

son 

coin 

Purple Martin 

- 

- 

S - 
Au x 

Blue Jay 

P 

0 19 

S - 

N 24 

Steller's Jay 

D 20 

- 

- 

Black-billed Magpie 

P 

- 

P 

Common Crow 

P 

Sp 14 

P 

Pinon Jay 

P 

- 

- 

Clark’s Nutcracker 

Sp 4 

Sp 28 

- 

N 9 

Black-capped 

Chickadee 

P 

- 

P 

Mountain Chickadee 

0 6 

D 29 

- 

- 

Tufted Titmouse 

- 

- 

- 

White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

D 20 

- W 

- 

0 18 

N 3 

Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 

P 

Sp 14 
Sp 2.2 

" 

Brown Creeper 

- 

- 

- 

House Wren 

S - 

Sp 7 

Sp 1 

Sp 11 

S - 
Sp 15 

Winter Wren 

- 

- 

- 

Carolina Wren 

- 

- 

- 

Long-billed 

Marsh Wren 

- 

- 

- 

Rock Wren 

S - 
0 12 

- 


Mockingbird 

- 

- 

- 

Catbird 

S - 

Sp 27 

Sp 10 
Sp 24 

- 

Brown Thrasher 

S - 

Sp 23 

S - 

Sp 25 

S - 
Sp 24 

Robin 

P 

S - 

N 9 

S - 
N 24 


Brown 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Adams 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Ne¬ 

maha 

S 

- 

S - 

Sp 20 

S - 
Au 22 

S - 

0 4 

S - 

Sp 16 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

W 

P 

Sp 9 
- W 

S - 
0 4 

P 

P 

W 

D 31 

0 29 
- W 

Sp 14 
- W 

0 3 

N 22 

- 

W 

W 

0 14 

D 21 

Sp 25 

N 21 

0 3 

- W 

- 

s 

Au 31 

S - 

0 11 

S - 
Sp 7 

S - 

0 8 

S - 

0 5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 31 
- W 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

M 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 1 

- 

- 

s 

Sp 1 

S - 
Sp 27 

s - 

Sp 20 

S - 

N 10 

S - 
Sp 15 

s 

Sp 1 

S - 

D 20 

S - 
N 21 

S- 

N 19 

S - 

Sp 15 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

s 

- 

- 

Sp 8 

S - 

Au 13 

S - 
J1 31 


Wood Thrush 
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Scotts 

Bluff 

McPher- Lin- 
son coin 

Brown 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Adams 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Ne¬ 

maha 

Hermit Thrush 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 13 

0 19 

- 

- 

Swainson's Thrush 

Sp 16 
Sp 17 

Sp 15 
Sp 23 

- 

- 

Sp 16 

- 

Sp 5 

0 4 

- 

- 

Eastern Bluebird 

- 

- 

S - 

N 27 

S 

Sp 16 

Sp 10 

0 25 

S - 

Sp 25 

P 

P 

Mountain Bluebird 

S - 
0 10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Townsend's 
Solitaire 

Sp 21 
- W 

Sp 18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 20 

D 5 

- 

- 

Golden-crowned 

Kinglet 

0 4 

N 15 

- 

- 

M 

- 

0 29 

D 17 

0 4 

N 13 

0 5 

D 27 

- 

Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet 

- 

0 1 

0 17 

- 

M 

Sp 16 

0 14 

D 20 

Sp 30 

N 20 

0 3 

N 4 

- 

Water Pipit 

Sp 20 

0 10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sprague's Pipit 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 23 

0 21 

0 1 

- 

- 

Bohemian Waxwing 

D 20 
- W 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 31 

- 

- 

- 

Cedar Waxwing 

0 11 
- w 

Sp 17 
Sp 18 

- 

W 

- 

0 31 

D 20 

0 6 

N 30 

0 2 
- W 

D 15 

Northern Shrike 

0 19 

- W 

- 

- 

- 

D 25 

- W 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Loggemead Shrike 

S - 

Sp 3 

Au 29 

S - 

D 29 

- 

Sp 16 

S - 
0 26 

S - 

0 1 

- 

S - 

J1 5 

Starling 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Bell's Vireo 

- 

- 

S - 

J1 17 

s 

- 

Sp 8 

s - 

J1 10 

s - 

Sp 7 

- 

Yellow-throated 
Vireo 

- 

- 

- 

s 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

Sp 6 

- 

Solitary Vireo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 18 

- 

- 

Red-eyed Vireo 

S - 
J1 12 

Au 24 
Sp 9 

S - 
Sp 3 

s 

- 

- 

Sp 26 
Sp 28 

s - 

Sp 7 

- 

Warbling Vireo 

- 

Sp 18 

S - 

J1 17 

s 

- 

S - 
Sp 10 

S - 

J1 10 ' 

s - 

Sp 23 

- 

Black-and-white 

Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

M 

- 

0 3 

Sp 6 

J1 23 

- 

Orange-crowned 

Warbler 

Sp 4 

0 18 

Sp 18 

Sp 16 

- 

- 

Sp 19 

Sp 19 

0 14 

Sp 27 

0 16 

- 

Nashville Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 14 

0 1 

Sp 7 

0 8 

- 
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Scotts 

Bluff 

McFher- Lin- 
son coin 

Brown 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Adams 

Lan- Doug— 
caster Sarpy 

Ne¬ 

maha 

Yellow Warbler 

S - 

Au 10 

Au 29 
Au 30 

S - 

Au 20 

S 

Sp 16 

- 

- 

S - 
J1 23 

- 

Magnolia Warbler 

- 

- 

0 24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Myrtle Warbler 

0 4 

0 19 

- 

Sp 16 

0 6 

M 

- 

Sp 29 
0 25 

Sp 26 
N 20 

0 4 

D 18 

- 

Audubon's Warbler 

0 4 

0 17 

Sp 13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Black-throated 
Green Warbler 

- 

0 31 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 29 

- 

- 

Cerulean Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

J1 7 

- 

Bay-breasted Warbler - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 1 

- 

- 

Blackpoll Warbler 

- 

- 

Sp 16 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ovenbird 

- 

Au 24 
Sp 17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

Au 5 

- 

Louisiana 

Waterthrush 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 29 

- 

Kentucky Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

c _ 

0 8 


Mourning Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 30 

- 

0 11 

- 

MacGillivray's 
Warbler 

0 4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Yellowthroat 

S - 

Au 4 

- 

S - 

Au 11 

S 

Sp 16 

- 

S - 

Au 24 

S - 

Sp 10 

S - 

Au 9 

Yellow-breasted Chat - 

Sp 2 

Sp 11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 
Au 13 

- 

Wilson's Warbler 

Sp 3 

0 19 

Sp 5 

0 18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 24 
Sp 7 

- 

Canada Warbler 

- 

Sp 18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 15 

Sp 7 

- 

American Redstart 

- 

Au 22 
Sp 11 


s 

- 

- 

Au 3 

Sp 26 

S - 
Sp 10 

- 

House Sparrow 

P 

P 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Bobolink 

- 

- 

S - 

Au 31 

- 

- 

- 

- 

s - 

J1 22 

- 

Eastern Meadowlark 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 22 

S - 

Au 6 

P 

Meadowlark sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

Western Meadowlark 

P 

S - 
Sp 24 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

s - 

0 18 

P 

Yellow-headed 

Blackbird 

S - 
0 4 

P 

S - 
Au 11 

S 

- 

J1 16 

N 24 

Au 10 

S - 
J1 23 

- 
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Scotts 

Bluff 

McPer- 

son 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Brown 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Adams 

Lan- Doug- 
caster Sarpy 

Redwinged 

Blackbird 

P 

P 

P 

S 

P 

S - 

D 31 

S - 
0 4 

S - 

D 27 

Orchard Oriole 

c _ 

J1 12 

S - 
Sp 1 

S - 

Au 8 

S 

- 

S - 
Au 11 

S - 

J1 22 

S - 
Sp 1 

Baltimore Oriole 

- 

- 

S - 

Sp 7 

S 

Sp 1 

S - 

Sp 11 

S - 

Sp 6 

S - 

Sp 10 

Bullock's Oriole 

S - 
0 3 

- 

- 

S 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rusty Blackbird 

- 

J1 10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 17 

0 22 

N 16 

D 27 

Brewer's Blackbird 

0 4 

D 20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 4 
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Scotts McFher- Lin- 
Bluff son coin 

Lincoln's Sparrow 04 Sp 25 

Song Sparrow - Sp 11 

Lapland Longspur - 

Snow Bunting - 


Dawes, Ohadron. (Not shown in 
the tabulation.) Doris Gates pro¬ 
vided these last dates: Killdeer, 
October 4; Mourning Dove, October 
16; Poor-will, October 7; Common 
Nighthawk, September 9; Rock 
Wren, October 15; Common Grackle 
October 1; and Rufous-sided Towhee, 
September 16. 

Douglas-Sar-py, Omaha and Belle¬ 
vue, 153 species. Carl H. Swanson, 
Mrs. Marie Pluta for Omaha Bird 
Club, and R. G. Cortelyou, (report¬ 
ers), Roger Sharpe, Mrs. Catherine 
Nelson, Mrs. E. 0. Goodson. Isolated 
early records not shown in the tabu¬ 
lation are Pied-billed Grebe, August 
21; Red Crossbill, August 17; Sa¬ 
vannah Sparrow August 6; and a 
Song Sparrow heard by Mr. Swan¬ 
son on July 11. Similar late records 
are Eastern Phoebe, October 5; 
Brown Thrasher, December 27; Yel¬ 
low Warbler, September 27; Balti¬ 
more Oriole, December 15 at a 
feeder); Dickcissel, October 4; Chip¬ 
ping Sparrow, October 5. The Whip- 
poor-will was seen in Fontenelle 
Forest in daylight, the second such 
daylight observation in the Forest 
by R. G. Cortelyou in about eighteen 
years. They almost certainly are 
present every year but none of the 
observers reporting makes a point to 
go out at night to listen for them. 

Greeley, Greeley, 75 species. Scott 
Moody. These observations were 
made during three weeks in Septem¬ 
ber and two weeks in December 
when Mr. Moody was home from 


Brown Gree¬ 
ley 

Adams 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Ne¬ 

maha 

- 

- 

- 

0 4 

0 19 

- 

M 

0 21 

N 12 

Sp 30 

N 26 

0 7 

D 26 

0 21 
- W 

W 

D 20 

- 

D 27 

- 

W 

_ 

N 15 

_ 

_ 


college, and so are not beginning 
or ending dates. 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 157 species. 
Shirley and Howard Doole and Mrs. 
Marie Pluta. The Least Bittern was 
seen at the Nature Center; the 
Whistling Swans - one adult and 
two immatures - were seen at Paw¬ 
nee Lake, and the Osprey at Stage¬ 
coach Lake. The Saw-whet Owl was 
seen perched on a bare pine branch 
about ten feet from the Doole’s living 
room window. A call heard for some 
time during a rain on August 20 
was checked against the National 
Geographic record and seemed sim¬ 
ilar to that of the Saw-whet Owl. 

Lincoln, Hershey, 94 species. Mrs. 
M. A. Cox. The Clarke’s Nutcracker 
was seen by four people at a dis¬ 
tance of about twenty-five feet, with 
ample time for careful observation. 

McPherson, Tryon, 87 species. 
Mrs. Oona Bassett. Mrs. Bassett left 
for the winter on November 9. The 
Upland Plovers, Dickcissels, and 
White-crowned Sparrows seemed 
fewer than usual. 

Nemaha, Auburn and Peru, 75 
species, Mrs. B. F. Mowery, Mrs. 
E. E. Peck, and Ida May Heywood. 
The Mallard was on Auburn City 
Lake. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff, 122 spe¬ 
cies. Mrs. Roy Witschy (reporter), 
Mrs. Alvin Vance, Mrs. J. J. Bra- 
shear. Comments on the Mute Swan 
were given with the report of the 
Christmas Count (NBR 38:14). 



Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, Inc. 
SI 09 Underwood Avenue 
Omaha, Nebraska 68132 

Address Correction Requested 


NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 
Omaha, Nebr. 
Permit No. 716 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Dragonfly Migrations Observed in Nebraska in 1969 .. 22 

Sandhill Cranes ..,_.****..... 23 

The Sixty-ninth Annual Meeting ,... 26 

1969 (Twelfth) Fall Occurrence Report . 27 

Notes ..-t,w,wVf.... 40 


NOTES 

AMERICAN WOODCOCK. On 
Sunday, June 14, 1970 I flushed an 
American Woodcock, Philophelia 
minor, while hiking in Fontenelle 
Forest. It emerged from the brush 
contiguous with the swamp-marsh, 
just to the northeast of the railroad 
tracks and between them and where 
the stream enters the marsh. The 
time was approximately 10:45 A.M. 

The bird flew directly off of the 
muddy trail in which it was prob¬ 
ing, about five yards in front of me. 
It flew to about fifteen feet almost 
vertically, and then flew somewhat 
slowly southeastward and landed in 
a heavy bullrush and cattail growth. 
We tried to flush it again but 
couldn’t. 

— J. M. Malkowski. Omaha 

CAPE MAY WARBLER. On May 
10, 1970 I was birding on the Blue 
River in southern Polk County when 
I noticed an unusual warbler that I 
hadn’t seen before. It was extremely 


tame and its song was thin and 
high-pitched. I didn’t recognize it 
so went to my car and got my Peter¬ 
son’s Guide. The bird matched the 
picture of the Cape May Warbler 
perfectly, with wide white wing 
patches, chestnut cheeks, yellow 
rump, and fine black streaks on a 
yellow breast. It stayed close by 
while I checked and rechecked the 
picture and description. After I was 
fully satisfied that it really was a 
Cape May Warbler I left, with the 
bird still in the same tree. That is 
what I call real bird cooperation. 

—Lee Morris, Benedict 

WINTERING BIRDS. I believe 
it was due to the large supply of 
hackberries and cedar berries that 
the Robins, Cedar Waxwings, and 
Pine Siskins were in such abund- 
dance all winter. I had never seen 
so many Redpolls before. The Cedar 
Waxwings were in flocks of fifty or 
more at times. 

—Eva Mae Kieborz, Merna 
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THE BIRDS OF GAGE COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

Kent L. Fiala 
INTRODUCTION 

Bird students have been recording 1 observations in Gage County since the 
early 1890's. This paper is an attempt to summarize the resulting data and 
to define thereby the status of each species recorded here. 

The first major ornithological observers in Gage County were F. A. 
Colby and Arthur S. Pearse in the early 1890’s. They published a few notes 
and also reported 98 species to Bruner (1896). Myron H. Swenk then made 
some important observations during the late 1890’s and early 1900’s, until 
he moved to Lincoln after graduating from high school. After Swenk rela¬ 
tively little was published until the late 1930’s when Mrs. Fldyd Patton of 
Wymore began reporting her observations, which have continued to the pre* 
sent. Members of the Beatrice Audubon Club have reported since 1951, and 
my own observations began in 1961. Mrs. Lynn Harden of Blue Springs has 
made unpublished observations since moving into the county several years 
ago. Most of the data concerns primarily the southern and central parts of 
the county. 

I was surprised by how much birding activity there has been in Gage 
County, but disappointed in the comprehensiveness of the resulting data. 
Occurrence of unusual species and spring arrival dates of all species are 
fairly well noted. However, until recent years it has not been the practice to 
publish spring departure dates, nor any fall dates, and little has been pub¬ 
lished on breeding birds. Most such data is my own, which is mostly restricted 
to the years 1964 to 1968. Hence my evaluation of each species’ status is 
necessarily somewhat subjective—for example, many of the species classified 
as migrants have actually been reported only or almost only in spring. Hope¬ 
fully this paper will serve to show future observers such gaps in knowledge 
which need to be filled in. 


DESCRIPTION OF GAGE COUNTY 

This section is largely summarized from U.S. Dept. Agr., 1964. 

Gage County is located in the southeastern part of Nebraska, bordering 
Kansas. It is about 36 miles from north to south and 24 miles from east to 
west. Beatrice, located in the central part of the county, is the largest town, 
with a population of over twelve thousand. Wymore, located in the southern 
part of the county, is the second largest town. 

The county lies within the glaciated part of the Great Plains. Its topo¬ 
graphy ranges from level to very steep, and its elevation ranges between 
about 1,150 feet and 1,550 feet. 

Almost all the county is drained by the Big Blue River. There are a 
large number of small impoundments, but the only lake is the recently (1969) 
constructed Rockford Lake, two miles south and one mile east of Rockford. 
This lake will undoubtedly increase the regularity with which many species 
of water birds are observed. 

At Beatrice, the average temperature is 51.7°F, average annual range 
in temperature 115F°, average annual precipitation 27.96 inches, average 
annual snowfall 24.4 inches, and average relative humidity about 70%. The 
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average dates of last and first freezing temperatures are 26 April and 13 
October respectively. From about 1 October to 1 April the prevailing wind 
is from the northwest and during the rest of the year from the south. 

Gage County is essentially agricultural. The climate and most of the 
soils are suitable both for growing crops and for livestock. Most of the land 
is cultivated rather intensively, with the main crops being corn, wheat, oats, 
sorghums, and alfalfa. 

At the time of settlement the county was predominantly tall grass 
prairie. Now native grass pasture occupies about one fifth of the land. Most 
of that remaining lies in the southern part of the county where there are 
sizable cattle ranges. Elsewhere grassland remains as small farm pastures 
for a few cattle. 

Nearly all flood plains, benches, and steep slopes along streams were 
once forrested, but now only about two per cent of farmland is forested. Many 
trees have been planted in towns, and trees have been planted for wind¬ 
breaks on nearly all farms. 

There are three major forms of native forest; elm-ash-cottonwood, 
oak-hickory, and bur oak. The elm-ash-cottonwood form is predominant 
along the rivers and main creeks. It varies in composition, also including 
willow, hackberry, black walnut, boxelder, and honeylocust. The oak-hickory 
form n found primarily along minor streams. It also varies in composition, 
and includes elm, soft maple, ash, boxelder, black walnut, hackberry, syca¬ 
more, coffeetree, willow, cottonwood, black cherry, honeylocust, and mulberry. 
Stands of bur oak grow on dry exposed slopes along the larger streams. Bur 
oak also grows with other species at the lower ends of the main tributaries 
of the Big Blue River.. Eastern redcediar is scattered in wooded areas, pas¬ 
tures, and fence rows. Osage orange has been planted in hedgerows, and has 
spread to some extent into pastures. 

The Homestead National Monument, four miles west of Beatrice on High¬ 
way 4, is a good, readily accessible place to observe land birds. I have re¬ 
corded 134 species there. 


CHECK-LIST OF GAGE COUNTY BIRDS 

Introduction 

This list describes the status of the 277 species which have been re¬ 
ported in Gage County. There are numerous unusual published reports which 
I could neither verify nor disprove but since there has been little collecting 
in the county, I accepted all sight records with the exception of the highly 
unlikely Hawk Owl and Carolina Chickadee. This policy and the previously 
mentioned deficiencies in data have undoubtedly led to some inaccuracy. 

I have provided reference to the source of all published reports cited. If 
there is no reference, the source is the appropriate Spring Migration and 
Occurrence Report or Fall Record Report, or it is an unpublished record. I 
have not repeated in the text dates summarized in Tables 1-4. 

For information concerning the status of species which might be ex¬ 
pected here but have not yet been recorded consult the Revised Check-list of 
Nebraska Birds (Rapp, et al., 1958). 

The nomenclature and order of arrangement are those of the American 
Ornithologists’ Union Check-list of North American Birds, 5th edition. I have 
not treated subspecies. 
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Definitions of Terms 


Frequency of occurrence 

Regular—occurring every year or nearly so. 

Irregular—reported in about half the years. 

Occasional—reported in a few years or only once. 

Accidental—reported only once, not likely to occur again. 

Abundance 

Abundant—occurring in such numbers that a qualified observer in the right 
habitat might record more than 250 per day. 

Numerous—more than 100 per day. 

Common—about 1-100 per day. Could probably be found on any given day 
during the time it occurs. 

Uncommon—about 0-10 per day. Likely to be found only intermittently dur¬ 
ing the time it occurs. 

Rare—about 0-10 per year. Also may include species seen in flocks of limited 
distribution. Usually applied to migrants. 

Local—having limited habitat or occurring in too small numbers to make use 
of all habitat. Usually applied to residents. 

Seasonal occurrence 

Residents 

Permanent resident (or resident)—as a species may be found at any 
time of the year, although the same individuals may not be present 
at all times. 

Summer resident—present throughout the summer. Most summer resi¬ 
dents probably breed here. 

Winter resident—present throughout the winter. 

Migrants (or transients) 

Passing- through enroute from winter range to summer range, or vice 
versa. 

Visitants 

Present for a short time only, other than in migration. 

Species Accounts 
GAVIIFORMES 
Gaviidae 

Common Loon —Gavia immer 

Occasional rare migrant. Only one record, 13 May 1962, by Harden. 

PODICIPEDIFORMES 

Podicipedidae 

Red-necked Grebe —Podiceps grisegena 

Occasional rare migrant. Only one record, 19 April 1966, by Harden. 
Horned Grebe —Podiceps auritus 

Occasional rare migrant. There are three reports in April. 

Eared Grebe —Podiceps caspicus 

Occasional rare migrant. Most dates are in late April or early May. 
Probably more regular than the number of reports indicates. 
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Pied-billed Grebe— Podilymbus podiceps 

Regular uncommon migrant. Swenk’s (1933) statement concerning its 
breeding here is incorrect. 

PELECANIFORMES 

Pelecanidae 

White Pelican— Pelecanus erythrorhynchos 

Occasional rare migrant. Dates are in April, May, September, and Oc¬ 
tober. Swenk (1934) reported it as a “more or less common migrant.” 

Phalacrocoracidae 

Double-crested Cormorant— Phalacrocorax auritus 

Occasional rare migrant. There are three published reports in April, 
one in October. 


CICONIIFORMES 

Ardeidae 

Great Blue Heron— Ardea herodias 

Regular uncommon to rare migrant and at least occasional local summer 
resident. Has been reported as late as 26 November. 

Green Heron— Butorides virescens 

Regular uncommon to rare migrant and local summer resident. 

Little Blue Heron— Florida caerulea 

Occasional rare visitant. Patton (1939) reported two immatures in late 
July 1938. There are also reports in April in 1962 and 1964. 

Common Egret— Casmerodius albus 

Occasional rare post-breeding summer visitant. Swenk (1901) reported 
one on 12 July 1900 seven miles east of Beatrice. I also saw one north¬ 
east of Beatrice on an unrecorded date, which I believe was in August. 
Black-crowned Night Heron— Nycticorax nycticorax 

Occasional rare migrant. Swenk (1901) reported one killed 1 May 1900. 
Individuals were also reported 20 May 1952, and 24 April 1968. 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron— Nyctanassa violacea 

Occasional rare migrant and summer visitant. Swenk (1902 c) collected 
an immature male two miles east of Beatrice 19 July 1901. I photo¬ 
graphed an adult at the Homestead National Monument 15 April 1967. 
Least Bittern— Ixobrychus exilis 

Occasional rare migrant. The only report is that by Colby in Bruner 
(1896), which gives no details. May be more regular than the lack of 
observations indicates. 

American Bittern— Botaurus lentiginosus 

Occasional rare migrant. There is one report in mid-April; two in early 
May. 


ANSERIFORMES 

Anatidae 

Canada Goose— Branta canadensis 

Regular uncommon to rare migrant. Has been reported on two Christ¬ 
mas counts. 
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White-fronted Goose— Anser albifrons 

Occasional migrant. Probably more regular and common than the few 
observations indicate. 

Snow Goose— Chen hyperborea 

Regular uncommon to rare migrant. 

Blue Goose— Chen caerulescens 

Regular uncommon to rare migrant. The “Blue” and Snow Geese are 
now generally considered conspecific color phases of the Snow Goose, 
Chen caerulescens. 

Mallard— Anas platyrhynchos 

Regular uncommon to rare migrant. Possibly a local summer resident, 
although there are no published reports. 

Gadwall— Anas strepera 

Occasional rare migrant. There are four reports in late March and 
early April, one in early May. 

Pintail— Anas acuta 

Fairly regular uncommon to rare migrant. 

Green-winged Teal— Anas carolinensis 

Fairly regular uncommon to rare migrant. 

Blue-winged Teal— Anas discors 

Regular uncommon to common migrant and at least occasional local 
summer resident. 

Cinnamon Teal— Anas cyanoptera 

Occasional rare migrant. There are three reports: 2 April 1964, 15 
April 1962, and 1 May 1958. 

American Widgeon— Mareca americana 

Fairly regular uncommon to rare migrant. 

Shoveler— Spatula clypeata 

Fairly regular uncommon to rare migrant. 

Wood Duck— Aix sponsa 

Occasional rare migrant and local summer resident. First dates range 
from early April to late May. 

Redhead— Aythya americana 

Occasional rare migrant. First dates range from early March to early 
April. 

Ring-necked Duck— Aythya collaris 

Occasional rare migrant. First dates range from early March to 
mid-April. 

Canvasback— Aythya valisineria 

Occasional rare migrant. First dates range from mid-March to mid-May. 
There is one October report. 

Lesser Scaup— Aythya affinis 
Regular uncommon migrant. 

Common Goldeneye— Bucephala clangula 

Only one record, three seen at Rockford Lake, 31 March-5 April 1970. 
Bufflehead— Bucephala albeola 

Occasional rare migrant. First dates range from early March to late 
April. 

Oldsquaw— Clangula hyemalis 

Occasional rare migrant. One female was seen on 25-29 November 1968 
(Fiala, 1969). 
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Ruddy Duck —Oxyura jamaicensis 

Occasional rare migrant. First dates range from late March to late April. 
Hooded Merganser —Lophodytes cucullatus 

Occasional to irregular rare migrant. First dates range from early 
March to early May. There is one November report. Formerly an oc¬ 
casional rare breeder—Swenk (1902 c) reported a female with young on 
the Big Blue River in July 1900. 

Common Merganser —Mergus merganser 

Occasional rare migrant. Dates are in April, March, and November. 
Red-breasted Merganser —Mergus serrator 

Occasional rare migrant. Patton (1938) reported two females 26 March 
1938. There is also a report on 8 April 1958. (Patton, 1959). 


FALCONIFORMES 

Dr. C. W. Hepperlin of Beatrice studied the birds of prey of Gage 
County during the years 1958-1961. Usually beginning about 20 September 
and working until some time in December, he drove a total of 11,697 miles 
in 522 hours, and counted 3,030 birds of prey. This includes 237 unidentified 
individuals and 5 Great Horned Owls. His other totals are included with the 
species accounts. 


Cathartidae 

Turkey Vulture —Cathartes aura 

Irregular rare migrant and possible summer resident or visitant. Dates 
range from 20 April to 11 June. There is only one record before 1962, 
although Colby reported it (Bruner, 1896). Apparently it is becoming 
more regular or has been overlooked. 


Accipitridae 

Swallow-tailed Kite —Elanoides forficatus 

Only one record. Swenk (1937) recalled that his first serious ornitho¬ 
logical observation was of a pair flying over his home at Beatrice on 4 
September 1897. Probably never very common, now absent from most of 
its former range. 

Goshawk —Accipiter gentilis 

Occasional rare winter visitant. One was reported on the 1951 Christ¬ 
mas Count. It has also been seen at Wymore on 11 February 1966 and 4 
January 1970. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk —Accipiter striatus 
Irregular winter resident and migrant. 

Cooper’s Hawk —Accipiter cooperii 

Irregular rare migrant and occasional winter resident. Most dates are 
in April. Hepperlin counted nine. 

Red-tailed Hawk —Buteo jamaicensis 

Regular local to common resident Hepperlin counted 1,651. 
Red-shouldered Hawk —Buteo lineatus 

Irregular rare migrant and winter resident. Hepperlin counted one. 
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Broad-winged Hawk —Buteo platypterus 

Occasional rare migrant—only one report, on 1 May 1953. 

Swainson’s Hawk —Buteo swainsoni 

Occasional uncommon to rare migrant. Most reports are in mid-April 
to mid-May. Has bred at least once, near Blue Springs in April 1963. 
Hepperlin counted 11. 

Rough-legged Hawk —Buteo lagopus 

Regular uncommon to rare migrant and local winter resident. Hepperlin 
counted 112. 

Ferruginous Hawk —Buteo regalis 

Occasional rare visitant. There is one report on 17 January 1964, and 
Harden recorded one on 10 September 1962. Patton has also seen it at 
Blue Springs on an unrecorded date. 

Golden Eagle —Aquila chrysaetos 

Occasional rare winter visitant. Swenk (1901) reported one shot west 
of Beatrice in October 1899. Patton (1951) reported four between Be¬ 
atrice and Blue Springs on 28 November 1950, and Harden recorded 
one on 27 April 1967. 

Bald Eagle —Haliaeetus leucocephalus 

Occasional rare winter visitant and migrant. Wondra (1937) reported 
one at Blue Springs on 22 November 1936. There are also reports in 
March in 1954 and 1956 and April 1967. Hepperlin counted three. Rapp, 
et al. (1958) report that it nested along Indian Creek in the late 1870’s 
and early 1880’s. Pearse reported it as breeding at Rockford (Bruner, 
1896), but this report was apparently questioned as Bruner, et al. (1904) 
stated that there were no definite breeding records in the state. 

Marsh Hawk —Circus cyaneus 

Regular local resident, probably more common in winter. Status as 
breeder uncertain. Hepperlin counted 499. 


Pandionidae 


Osprey —Pandion haliaetus 

Occasional rare migrant. One was reported on 9 May 1953, and Patton 
(1959) reported two on 23 April 1958. 

Falconidae 

Prairie Falcon —Falco mexicanus 

Occasional rare winter visitor or resident. One frequented the county 
courthouse from late November 1967 to early March 1968 (Fiala, 1968), 
returned for the same time period: in the subsequent winter (Fiala, 1969), 
and was seen again in the third winter. Hepperlin counted one. 
Peregrine Falcon —Falco peregrinus 

Occasional rare winter visitor or resident. One was reported on the 
Wymore Christmas Count in 1965. Hepperlin counted four. 

Pigeon Hawk —Falco columbarius 

Occasional rare migrant. One was reported 29 March 1958. Hepperlin 
counted one. 

Sparrow Hawk —Falco sparverius 

Regular local resident. Hepperlin counted 496. 
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GALLIFORMES 

Telraonidae 

Greater Prairie Chicken— Tympanuchus cupido 

Was probably common in the late 1800’s. R. S. Sharpe (pers. comm.) 
notes that a small but persistent population is located in southwest 
Gage County. The presence of booming grounds suggests that nesting 
occurs. 

Phasianidae 

Bobwhite— Colinus virginianus 

Regular common permanent resident. 

Ring-necked Pheasant— Phasianus colchicus 

Regular common permanent resident. Swenk (1901) reported one in 
1900, at which time it was quite rare. 

Meleagrididae 

Turkey— Meleagris gallopavo 

No longer occurs. Was common along the Big Blue River in territorial 
days (Bruner, et al., 1904). 

GRUIFORMES 

Gruidae 

Whooping Crane— Grus americana 

No longer occurs. The only report is that by Colby in Bruner (1896), 
which gives no details. 

Sandhill Crane— Grus canadensis 

Rare migrant. Harden has recorded small flocks several times in March. 

Rallidae 

Sora— Porzana Carolina 

Occasional migrant. It has been reported in May four times and once in 
late April. 

Purple Gallinule— Porphyrula martinica 

Accidental. Harden and Patton observed one on 28 March 1962. 

Common Gallinule— Gallinula chloropus 

Occasional rare migrant. Bruner (1896) quotes Aughey as reporting one 
was sent to him from Beatrice in September 1872. 

American Coot— Fulica americana 

Regular uncommon to common migrant. 

CHARADRIIFORMES 

Charadriidae 

Semipalmated Plover— Charadrius semipalmatus 

An occasional rare migrant. There are three reports, in late April and 
early May. 

Killdeer— Charadrius vociferus 

Regular uncommon to common migrant and local summer resident. 

Scolopacidae 

American Woodcock— Philohela minor 

Occasional rare migrant. The only report is that by Colby in Bruner 
(1896) which gives no details. 
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Common Snipe— Capella gallinago 

Fairly regular uncommon to rare migrant. One was also reported on 
the 1958 Wymore Christmas Count. 

Long-billed Curlew— Numenius americanus 

Occasional rare migrant—only one report, on 8 May 1952. 

Eskimo Curlew— Numenius borealis 

There are no records from Gage County, but it seems quite certain that 
it did formerly occur here. See Swenk, 1915. 

Upland Plover— Bartramia longicauda 

Reported in only a few years, but probably a fairly regular rare migrant 
and local summer resident. 

Spotted Sandpiper— Actitis macularia 

Fairly regular uncommon to rare migrant. 

Solitary Sandpiper— Tringa solitaria 

Fairly regular uncommon to rare migrant. In fall migration occurs as 
early as July, but has also been seen in October. 

Willet— Catoptrophorus semipalmatus 

Occasional rare migrant. All dates are from late April to early May. 
Greater Yellowlegs— Totanus melanoleucus 
Regular uncommon migrant. 

Lesser Yellowlegs— Totanus flavipes 
Regular uncommon migrant. 

Pectoral Sandpiper— Erolia melanotos 

Occasional uncommon to rare migrant. All dates are in late March to 
mid-May. 

White-rumped Sandpiper— Erolia fuscicollis 

Occasional migrant. Only two reports, both in early May. 

Baird's Sandpiper— Erolia bairdii 

Occasional migrant. There are three reports in early May and one in 
early April. 

Least Sandpiper— Erolia minutilla 
Regular rare migrant. 

Dunlin— Erolia alpina 

Occasional rare migrant. Harden has recorded it twice in mid-May. 
Dowitcher, sp.— Eimnodromus 

Occasional migrant—two reports in early May, one in early April. 

Stilt Sandpiper— Micropalama himantopus 

Occasional migrant—two reports in early May. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper— Ereunetes pusillus 

Occasional migrant. Dates are from late April to mid-May. Probably 
more regular than the number of reports indicates. 

Western Sandpiper— Ereunetes mauri 

Occasional migrant. First dates range from late April to mid-May. 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper— Tryngites subruficollis 

Occasional rare migrant. The only reports are those by Pearse and 
Colby in Bruner (1896), which give no details. 

Hudsonian Godwit— Limosa haemastica 

Occasional rare migrant. Patton (1945) reported four in 1944. There 
are also reports on 16 May 1961 and 18 May 1968. 

Sanderling— Crocethia alba 

Occasional rare migrant. Harden recorded it on 4 May 1967. 
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Recur virostridae 

American Avocet— Recurvirostra america/na 

Occasional rare migrant—only one report, on 3 May 1968, by Harden. 

Phalaropodidae 

Wilson’s Phalarope— Steganopus tricolor 

Irregular migrant. First dates range from late April to mid-May. 

Laridae 

Herring Gull— Larus argentatus 

Occasional rare migrant. Dates range from March to May, plus one in 
early June. 

Ring-billed Gull— Larus delawarensis 

Occasional rare migrant. There are two reports in March and two in 
May. 

Franklin’s Gull— Larus pipixcan 

Regular uncommon migrant. One individual was also seen in Febru¬ 
ary, 1965. 

Sabine’s Gull— Xema sabini 

Occasional or accidental migrant. Swenk (1902 c) captured a member 
of a small flock on 2 September 1899. 

Forster’s Tern— Sterna forsteri 

Occasional rare migrant—only one report, on 1 May 1956. 

Common Tern— Sterna hirundo 

Occasional rare migrant. There are four reports in April. 

Least Tern— Sterna albifrons 

Occasional rare migrant. Dates are in May. 

Black Tern— Chlidonias niger. 

Irregular rare migrant and possible summer resident. All spring dates 
are in May, except one in June. It has also been seen in early August, 
apparently migrating. 


COLUMBIFORMES 

Columbidae 

Rock Dove— Columba livia 

Regular common to numerous permanent resident. 

Mourning Dove—Z enaidura macroura 

Regular numerous to abundant migrant and summer resident. Prob¬ 
ably fairly regular as a local winter resident. 

CUCULIFORMES 

Cuculidae 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo— Coccyzus americanus 

Regular uncommon migrant and local summer resident. 

Black-billed Cuckoo— Coccyzus erythropthalmus 

Regular uncommon to rare migrant and local summer resident. 

STRIGIFORMES 

Tytonidae 

Barn Owl— Tyto alba 

Occasional, status uncertain. Reported by Pearse in Bruner (1896). The 
E. A. Fialas of Beatrice photographed an injured one near Barneston 
in late 1946 or early 1947. Patton reported one in April 1963. 
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Slrigidae 

Screech Owl— Otus asio 

Irregular local resident. 

Great Horned Owl— Bubo virginianus 
Regular local permanent resident. 

Snowy Owl— Nycteu scandiaca 

Occasional rare winter visitor. Reported by Swenk (1902 b) in January 
1892 and 17 December 1898. 

Burrowing Owl— Speotyto cunicularia 

No longer occurs. The University of Nebraska State Museum has a 
specimen collected at Beatrice on 24 March 1895 by F. A. Colby. Pearse 
and Colby (Pearse, 1896) found two colonies of about 20 birds each later 
that year. This apparently was unusual. 

Barred Owl— Strix varia 

Occasional, status uncertain. There are two summer, one fall, two 
winter, and one spring records. Probably more regular than the num¬ 
ber of reports indicates. 

Long-eared Owl— Asio otus 

Occasional winter resident or visitant. Possibly an occasional local 
summer resident. 

Short-eared Owl— Asio flammeus 

Occasional winter resident or visitant. Possibly a migrant, as there are 
four first dates in March and April. H. A. Kline considered them com¬ 
mon in the 1880’s, reporting them in winter, and apparently also found 
them nesting here. (Wade, 1883). 

Saw-whet Owl— Aegolius acadicus 

Occasional rare winter visitant or resident. Swenk (1901) shot one near 
Beatrice on 7 December 1900. 

CAPRIMULGIFORMES 

Caprimulgidae 

Poor-will— Phalaenoptilus nuttallii 

Amos Pyfer of Lanham, in a letter to Lawrence Bruner now in the 
NOU files, reported the capture of a specimen in the spring of 1895. 
The species is now absent from its former range in eastern Nebraska. 
Common Nighthawk— Chordeiles minor 

Regular uncommon to common summer resident. 

APODIFORMES 

Apodidae 

Chimney Swift— Chaetura pelagica 

Regular numerous to abundant migrant and summer resident. 

Trochilidae 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird— Archilochus colubris 

Regular rare migrant and at least occasional local summer resident. 
Possibly most common as a fall migrant. 

CORACIIFORMES 

Alcedinidae 

Belted Kingfisher— Megaceryle alcyon 

Regular uncommon migrant, local summer resident and occasional local 
winter resident. 
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PICIFORMES 

Picidae 

Yellow-shafted Flicker— Colaptes auratus 
Regular common permanent resident. 

Red-shafted Flicker —Colaptes cafer 

Occasional, status uncertain. It is the practice in Nebraska to lump the 
flickers because of the great amount of hybridism. Nearly all flickers 
in Gage County appear to be pure Yellow-shafted, while most “Red- 
shafted” Flickers I have seen were obviously hybrids. Pearse (1896) 
considered the Red-shafted more common in winter than the Yellow- 
shafted then. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker— Centurus carolinus 

Regular common to local permanent resident. 

Red-headed Woodpecker —Melanerpes erythrocephalus 

Regular common migrant and summer resident and occasional local 
winter resident. 

Yellow-bellied Sap sucker— Sphyrapicus varius 

Fairly regular rare migrant and local winter visitor or resident. 

Hairy Woodpecker —Dendrocopos villosus 
Regular local permanent resident. 

Downy Woodpecker— Dendrocopos pubescens 
Regular common permanent resident. 

PASSERIFORMES 

Tyrannidae 

Eastern Kingbird— Tyrannus tyrannus 

Regular common to numerous migrant and summer resident. 

Western Kingbird— Tyrannus verticalis 

Regular common migrant and summer resident. Swenk (1901, 1938) 
apparently considered it rare around’ 1900. In 1938, he remarked that it 
was common but had been particularly unknown 30 years before. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher— Muscivora forficata 

Occasional local summer resident. The only definite breeding record is 
in 1958 (Sturmer, 1959 a), in late July and early August. There are 
records in six different years, as early as 2 May and as late as 5 October, 
the only fall record. 

Great Crested Flycatcher —Myiarchus crinitus 

Regular fairly common but local summer resident. 

Eastern Phoebe —Sayornis phoebe 

Regular fairly common migrant and local summer resident. 

Traill's Flycatcher —Empidonax traillii 

Occasional rare migrant and local summer resident, recorded 24 May 
1965, 23 May 1969, and in two locations in June 1970. All were the 
“weebeeo” song type. 

Least Flycatcher —Empidonax minimus 

Regular uncommon migrant. Also, I heard one on 6 June 1970. 

Eastern Wood Pewee— Contopus virens 
Regular local summer resident. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher —Nuttallornis borealis 

Occasional rare migrant. There are two reports in spring, 18 May 1952 
and 29 April 1962, and one in fall, 16 September 1967. 
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Alaudidae 

Horned Lark— Eremophila alpestris 

Resident, regular but very local in summer, numerous to abundant in 
winter. 


Hirundinidae 

Tree Swallow— Iridoprocne bicolor 

Fairly regular uncommon to rare migrant. Has possibly been a local 
summer resident. 

Bank Swallow— Riparia riparia 

A fairly regular uncommon to rare migrant and at least occasional local 
summer resident. 

Rough-winged Swallow— Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 

Fairly regular uncommon migrant and local summer resident. 

Barn Swallow— Hirundo rustica 

Regular very common migrant and summer rseident. 

Cliff Swallow— Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 

Irregular uncommon to rare migrant. It has been reported in eight years 
since 1959, but never before then, indicating it is increasing in regularity, 
or was overlooked before then. The four spring arrival dates are in late 
April and May, the fall migration dates in August and early September. 
Purple Martin— Progne subis 

Regular migrant and local summer resident, common where houses are 
provided. 


Corvidae 

Blue Jay— Cyanocitta cristata 

Regular common permanent resident. 

Black-billed Magpie— Pica pica 

Occasional rare winter visitant. Reported at Blue Springs, in the winter 
of 1952-53. 

Common Crow— Corvus brachyrhynchos 
Regular common permanent resident. 

Paridae 

Black-capped Chickadee— Parus atricapillus 
Regular common permanent resident. 

Tufted Titmouse— Parus bicolor 

Regular local permanent resident, possibly less common in winter. 

Sittidae 

White-breasted Nuthatch— Sitta carolinensis 
Regular common permanent resident. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch— Sitta canadensis 

Irregular local winter resident or visitant, reported as early as late 
November and as late as early April. 

Cerlhiidae 

Brown Creeper— Certhia familiaris 

Regular uncommon winter resident or visitor. 
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Troglodytidae 

House Wren— Troglodytes aedon 

Regular common migrant and summer resident. 

Winter Wren— Troglodytes troglodytes 

Irregular local winter visitor or resident. There are reports as early as 
late November and as late as mid-April, but most are in February. 
Bewick’s Wren— Thryomanes bewickii 

Occasional rare migrant and local summer resident. Dates range from 
early April to mid-May. Dr. Hepperlin (pers. comm.) has found it nest¬ 
ing once. 

Carolina Wren— Thryothorus ludovicianus 

Occasional rare migrant. There is one record in late March, three in late 
April and early May, one in early June (possibly breeding) and one 
each in August, late September, and October. 

Long-billed Marsh Wren— Telmatodytes palustris 

Occasional rare migrant—only one report, on 5 May 1947. 

Short-billed Marsh Wren— Cistothorus platensis 

Occasional rare migrant—only one record, on 22 August 1970. 

Mimidae 

Mockingbird— Mimus polyglottos 

Regular uncommon to rare migrant, fairly regular local summer resi¬ 
dent, and at least occasional local winter resident. 

Catbird— Dumetella carolinensis 

Regular common migrant and summer resident. 

Brown Thrasher— Toxostoma rufum 

Regular common migrant and summer resident. Has also been reported 
on three Christmas Counts. 

Turdidae 

Robin— Turdus migratorius 

Regular numerous migrant and summer resident, and at least occasional * 
local winter resident. 

Wood Thrush— Hylocichla mustelina 

Irregular rare migrant. Patton has also found it nesting. 

Hermit Thrush— Hylocichla guttata 

Occasional rare migrant. There are three records, all in April. 

Swainson’s Thrush— Hylocichla ustulata 

Regular uncommon to common migrant. The only fall report is in late 
September. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush— Hylocichla minima 

Fairly regular rare to uncommon migrant. 

Veery— Hylocichla fuscescens 

Occasional rare migrant. There are four reports from Beatrice between 
1951 and 1956, all in May, and one from Wymore on 30-31 August 1970. 
A report of one from Blue Springs in 1944 apparently was in error. 
Eastern Bluebird!— Sialia sialis 

Regular uncommon migrant, and a local summer resident and winter 
resident. 

Wheatear— Oenanthe oenanthe 

Accidental winter visitant. Patton and Harden reported five about four 
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miles east of Wymore on 4 January 1970. (Patton, 1970). There are 
no other Nebraska records. 

Townsend’s Solitaire— Myadestes townsendi 

Occasional local winter resident or visitant. Swenk (1901) collected a 
female here on 28 March 1899. There are also reports in February or 
March in 1951, 1952, and 1953. 

Sylviidae 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher— Polioptila caerulea 

Occasional rare migrant and local summer resident. There are five re¬ 
ports in late April and May and two in June, plus one in September. 
Patton has seen them nesting near Barneston. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet— Regulus satrapa 

Regular local winter resident and migrant. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet— Regulus calendula 

Regular uncommon migrant and occasional rare winter visitor or resi¬ 
dent. 


Molacillidae 

Water Pipit— Anthus spinoletta 

Occasional migrant. There are three reports in May, and one in April. 
Could be more regular than the number of reports indicates. 

Sprague’s Pipit— Anthus spragueii 

Occasional migrant. There are two reports in late April. 

Bombycillidae 

Bohemian Waxwing— Bombycilla garrulus 

Occasional rare winter visitant. There are two reports in January, one 
in 1899 and one in 1901 (Swenk 1901, 1902 b). 

Cedar Waxwing— Bombycilla cedrorum 

Regular uncommon migrant and winter visitor, less common in winter. 
Occurs at irregular dates from the first of September to the end of May. 
Laniidae 

Northern Shrike— Lanius excubitor 

Occasional rare winter resident or visitant. 

Loggerhead Shrike— Lanius ludovicianus 

Regular common migrant and local summer resident. Irregular local 
winter resident. 

Sturnidae 

Starling— Sturnus vulgaris 

Numerous to abundant permanent resident. First appeared in Nebraska 
in 1930 The first report from Gage County was 5 January 1935. (Ager, 
1935). First reported at Blue Springs in 1938 (Patton, 1939). 

Vireonidae 

White-eyed Vireo— Vireo griseus 

Occasional rare migrant. There are two records in early May and one 
in late April. 

Bell’s Vireo—Vireo bellii 

Irregular local summer resident. 

Yellow-throated Vireo— Vireo flavifrons 

Occasional rare migrant—only one report, 19 May 1954. 
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Solitary Vireo— Vireo solitarius 

Occasional rare migrant. Records are in May, September, and October. 

Red-eyed Vireo— Vireo olivaceus 

Regular fairly common migrant and summer resident. 

Philadelphia Vireo— Vireo philadelphicus 

Occasional rare migrant. Two reports in late April, one in late May, and 
one in September. 

Warbling Vireo— Vireo gilvus 

Regular common migrant and summer resident. 

Parulidae 

Black-and-white Warbler —Mniotilta varia 

Regular rare migrant. Fall dates are in early September. 

Prothonotary Warbler— Protonotaria citrea 

Occasional local summer resident—only one record. Patton (1945) 
found a flock of six or seven in August, 1944 at Blue Springs. A dead 
bird was also found. They were assumed nesting because of their pres¬ 
ence at that season. 

•Golden-winged Warbler— Vermivora chrysoptera 

Occasional rare migrant—only one report. On 5 May 1965 I saw one, 
although identification was based primarily on the song. 

Tennessee Warbler— Vermivora peregrina 
Regular very common migrant. 

Orange-crowned Warbler— Vermivora celata 

Regular uncommon to common migrant. The only fall date is in mid- 
September. 

Nashville Warbler— Vermivora ruficapilla 

Irregular uncommon migrant. Probably more regular than the number 
of reports indicates. Fall dates are in September. 

Parula Warbler— Parula americana 

Occasional rare migrant—only one report, 14 May 1953. 

Yellow Warbler— Dendroica petechia 

Regular common migrant and probably a fairly regular local summer 
resident. May breed mostly in the southern part of the county. Swenk 
(1938) remarked that in June 1938 pairs “seemed to inhabit every 
thicket" in southern Gage County. 

Magnolia Warbler— Dendroica magnolia 

Fairly regular rare migrant. The only fall date is in October. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler— Dendroica caerulescens 

Occasional rare migrant—only two reports, 30 April 1961 and 5 
May 1967. 

Myrtle Warbler— Dendroica coronata 
Regular common migrant. 

Black-throated Green Warbler— Dendroica virens 

Occasional rare migrant—two spring records, 4 May 1963 and 15 May 
1965, both single males; two fall records, several seen 9-11 September 
1967, and one bird on 5 September 1970. 

Blackburnian Warbler— Dendroica fusca 

Occasional rare to uncommon migrant. Dates range from 9 to 23 May. 
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Yellow-throated Warbler— Dendroica dominica 

Occasional rare migrant. Reported 7 May 1953 and 11 April 1954. Since 
there were no Yellowthroats reported in those years, it is possible this 
is the result of the confusion of the names. However, the species could 
be expected here. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler— Dendroica pensylvanica 

Occasional rare migrant—only three reports, 3 September 1966, 25 May 
1968, and 23 May 1969. 

Bay-breasted Warbler— Dendroica castanea 

Occasional rare migrant. Dates are in May. 

Blackpoll Warbler— Dendroica striata 
Regular uncommon migrant. 

Palm Warbler— Dendroica palmarum 

Occasional rare migrant—only one record, by Harden on 1 May 1966. 

Ovenbird— Seiurus aurocapillus 

Occasional migrant and local summer resident. There are five records 
in early to mid-May, and one in early September. Patton has found it 
nesting. 

Northern Waterthrush— Seiurus noveboracensis 

Occasional rare or uncommon migrant. There are six reports in early 
May, plus one in September. 

Louisiana Waterthrush— Seiurus motacilla 

Occasional migrant. There are three reports in early May. 

Kentucky Warbler— Oporornis formosus 

Occasional rare migrant—only one report, 10 May 1953. 

Mourning Warbler— Oporornis Philadelphia. 

Irregular rare migrant. All dates are in May except one in September. 

Yellowthroat— Geothlypis trichas 

Regular common migrant and summer resident. 

Yellow-breasted Chat— Icteria virens 

Occasional rare migrant and local summer resident. All arrival dates 
are in late April through May. Swenk (1940) stated that its breeding 
areas extended up the Big Blue River about to Beatrice. There are no 
recent summer records. 

Hooded Warbler— Wilsonia citrina 

Occasional or accidental migrant—only one report, 19 May 1957. 

Wilson’s Warbler— Wilsonia pusilla 

Irregular uncommon migrant. All dates are in late May or early Sep¬ 
tember. 

Canada Warbler— Wilsonia canadensis 

Occasional rare migrant—only three records, 23 May 1969, 1 June 1950 
and 9 September 1967. 

American Redstart— Setophaga, ruticilla 

Regular uncommon to fairly common migrant and possibly a very local 
summer resident. 


Ploceidae 


House Sparrow —Passer domesticus 
Abundant permanent resident. 
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Bobolink— Dolichonyx oryzivorus 

Occasional migrant. There are five reports in May. 

Eastern Meadowlark— Stumella magna 

Meadowlarks as a genus are regular common to abundant residents, less 
common in winter. Both species are probably resident, but one may be 
more common than the other depending on habitat or season. 

Western Meadowlark— Stumella neglecta 
See Eastern Meadowlark. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird— Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus 
Regular uncommon to rare migrant. 

Red-winged Blackbird— Agelaius phoeniceus 

Regular common to abundant migrant and summer resident and at 
least occasional local winter resident. 

Orchard Oriole— Icterus spurius 

Regular fairly common migrant and local summer resident. 

Baltimore Oriole— Icterus galbula 

Regular common migrant and summer resident. 

Bullock's Oriole— Icterus bullockii 

Occasional visitor or summer resident. There are two reports in June, 
in 1954 and 1957, plus one in May 1955. 

Rusty Blackbird— Euphagus carolinus 

Fairly regular uncommon or rare migrant and occasional local winter 
resident. 

Brewer’s Blackbird— Euphagus cyanocephalus 

Occasional to irregular migrant and possible local winter resident. First 
dates range from late February to early May. 

Common Grackle— Quiscalus quiscula 

Regular common to abundant migrant and summer resident. In fall 
becomes locally very abundlant in flocks. An irregular local winter 
resident. 

Brown-headed Cowbird— Molothrus ater 

Regular common to abundant migrant and summer resident. Occasional 
local winter resident. 

Thraupidae 

Scarlet Tanager— Piranga olivacea 

Occasional to irregular rare migrant and possibly a local summer 
resident. 

There are five reports in May, two in June and one in September. 
Summer Tanager— Piranga rubra 

Occasional rare migrant. The only record is 12 May 1954. 

Fringillidae 

Cardinal— Richmondena cardina lis 

Regular common permanent resident. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak— Pheucticus ludovicianus 
Regular common migrant and summer resident. 

Black-headed Grosbeak— Pheuctictis melanocephalus 

Occasional summer resident. Patton (1927) reported a male on 18 
July 1927. 

Blue Grosbeak— Guiraca caerulea 

Irregular rare migrant and local summer resident. First dates range 
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from early May to June. Swenk (1902a) stated that it was “a fairly 
common summer resident” around Beatrice around 1900. He found at 
least one pair with young. 

Indigo Bunting— Passerina cyanea 

Regular common migrant and summer resident. 

Lazuli Bunting— Passerina amoena 

Occasional rare migrant—only two records, 18 May 1952 and 14 
May 1965. 

Dickcissel— Spiza americana 

Regular common to numerous migrant and summer resident. 

Evening Grosbeak— Hesperiphona vespertina 

Occasional local winter visitor. During the winter of 1961-1962 it was 
especially common. 

Purple Finch— Carpodacus purpureus 

Occasional migrant and winter visitor. Dates range from late De¬ 
cember to mid-April. 

House Finch —Carpodacus mexicanus 

Accidental winter resident or visitant. Reported on Christmas Counts: 
40 in 1955, 10 in 1957. Eastern Nebraska is out of their usual range, so 
these may have been misidentified. 

Pine Grosbeak— Pinicola enucleator 

Occasional or accidental winter visitant or resident. Two reported on 
Christmas Count, 1951. Harden recorded one 2 February 1962. 
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch— Leucosticte tephrocotis 

Accidental winter visitor. Patton (1945) reported a flock on 2 Novem¬ 
ber 1944. 

Common Redpoll— Acanthis flammea 

Occasional or accidental winter visitant—only two records. Swenk (1901) 
reported a flock of 200-300 on 20 February 1899. One was seen on 25 
January 1969. 

Pine Siskin— Spinus pinus 

Irregular uncommon to fairly common migrant and winter resident or 
visitant. First dates range from early February to late April. There are 
also five winter reports. Probably most common in late April and early 
May. 

American Goldfinch —Spinus tristis 
Regular common resident. 

Red Crossbill —Loxia curvirostra 

Occasional rare migrant and winter visitor. There are three records in 
winter, plus one in April and one in May. Some also summered here in 
1966 (Sturmer, 1967), arriving in June and remaining until October. 
Juveniles were seen, but it could not be determined whether nesting took 
place before or after arrival of the flock. 

Rufous-sided Towhee— Pipilo erythrophthalmus 

Regular uncommon migrant and irregular local winter resident. Has 
been reported as a summer resident. During the time that the Spotted 
Towhee was recognized as a separate species (P. maculatus), it also 
was frequently reported. 

Lark Bunting— Calamospiza melanocorys 

Occasional local summer resident. I saw several in three different loca¬ 
tions in the summer of 1968, and in one of these and two other locations 
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in June 1970. Others have reported the species to Patton but the dates 
are not known. Pearse (1896) considered it a common breeder then. 

Savannah Sparrow— Passerculus sandwichensis 

Irregular migrant. Arrival dates range from late March to early May, 
most being in April. Has been reported in winter, in 1955 and on the 
1952 Christmas Count. 

Grasshopper Sparrow— Ammodramus savannarum 

Regular common migrant and summer resident. Was reported on the 
1950 Beatrice Christmas Count. 

Baird’s Sparrow— Ammodramus bairdii 

Occasional rare migrant. The only record, by Harden, is on 11 May 1965. 

Henslow’s Sparrow— Passerherbulus henslowii 

Occasional rare migrant—only two reports, one in late April 1951 and 
one in early October 1966. 

Vesper Sparrow— Pooecetes gramineus 

Fairly regular uncommon to rare migrant. Reported on Christmas 
counts in 1951, 1956, and 1958. 

Lark Sparrow— Chondestes grammacus 

Regular uncommon migrant and local summer resident. 

Slate-colored Junco— Junco hyemails 

Regular common to numerous winter resident. 

Oregon Junco— Junco oreganus 
Occasional rare winter visitor. 

Tree Sparrow— Spizella arborea 

Regular numerous to abundant winter resident. 

Chipping Sparrow— Spizella passerina 

Regular uncommon to common migrant and local summer resident. Has 
been reported in winter. 

Clay-colored Sparrow— Spizella pallida 
Regular common migrant. 

Field Sparrow— Spizella pusilla 

Regular uncommon to rare migrant and local summer resident. Has 
been reported in winter. 

Harris’ Sparrow— Zonotrichia querula 

Regular common to numerous winter resident. Also, I saw a single 
adult on 6 June 1966. 

White-crowned Sparrow— Zonotrichia leucophrys 

Regular uncommon to rare migrant and at least occasional winter resi¬ 
dent. The only fall report is in late October. 

White-throated Sparrow— Zonotrichia albicollis 

Regular uncommon to rare migrant, and at least occasional local winter 
resident. 

Fox Sparrow— Passerella iliaca 

Irregular migrant. First dates range from late March to midi-May. Was 
also reported on 1951 and 1955 Christmas Counts and in January 1959. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow— Melospiza lincolnii 
Regular uncommon migrant. 

Swamp Sparrow— Melospiza georgiana 

Occasional rare migrant and winter visitant. The only reports are for 
the winter of 1948-49, and on 2 May 1961. 
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Song Sparrow— Melospiza melodia 

Regular common migrant and local winter resident. 

MeCown’s Longspur— Rhynchophanes mccownii 
Occasional winter resident or visitant. 

Lapland Longspur— Calcarins la/pponicus 

Fairly regular common winter resident and migrant. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur— Calcarius omatus 

Occasional migrant and winter resident—only two reports. One is on 15 
February 1956, the other is for winter through 10 May 1964. 

Hypothetical List 

This list includes those species which have been reported in Gage 
County, but which were, or very probably were, misidentified. The status of 
the species in Nebraska is taken from Rapp, et al. (1958). 

Black Duck— Anas rubripes 

Reported on 19 March 1949 by Patton, who now believes it was incor¬ 
rectly identified. Considered a rare migrant in Nebraska. 

European Widgeon— Mareca penelope 

A flock was reported on 18 March 1944 (Patton, 1945). Patton now 
considers this a possible misidentification. The species is considered ac¬ 
cidental in Nebraska. 

White-tailed Kite— Elanus leucurus 

Reported by Pyfer on 14 March 1893 (Bruner, 1896) but this was later 
considered incorrect (Bruner, et al. 1904). There are no other Nebraska 
records. 

Hawk Owl— Surnia ulula 

Sturmer (1955) reported one in January 1955. This now appears to have 
been incorrect. The species is considered accidental in Nebraska. 
Acadian Flycatcher— Empidonax virescens 

Reported on 2 May 1949 by Patton, but since identification was based 
on sight, she does not consider it definite. Considered a rare summer 
resident in eastern Nebraska. 

Carolina Chickadee— Parus carolinensis 

Nine were reported on the 1950 Christmas Count. However, the birds 
were reported as identified by sight, not considered a reliable method. 
There are no other records of the species in Nebraska. 

Cape May Warbler— Dendroica tigrina 

Reported at Blue Springs (Patton, 1945). Patton now considers this a 
misidentification. The species is considered accidental in Nebraska. 

Correction List 

This list includes reports of observations which appeared in the Nebraska 
Bird Review under Gage County, but which were actually made in adjacent 
areas. There are, however, valid Gage County records of these species. Only 
corrections concerning unusual species are listed. 

Common Loon—23 April 1961 and September 1963—in Kansas. 

White-fronted Goose—9 March-10 April 1964—in Jefferson County. 

Goshawk—3-17 January 1964—in Jefferson County. 

Pigeon Hawk—19 February-15 March 1964—in Jefferson County. 

Greater Prairie Chicken—resident in 1962 and 1964—probably refers to those 
at Burchard Lake, Pawnee County. 
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Breeding Birds of Gage County 

The following is a summary of the species which nest fairly regularly 
in Gage County. An “L” indicates the species breeds only locally. An “A” 
indicates an assumption of nesting based on presence of adult birds; no such 
mark indicates nests have actually been observed. 


L 

Green Heron 


Black-capped Chickadee 

LA 

Red-tailed Hawk 

L 

Tufted Titmouse 

LA 

Marsh Hawk 

A 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

L 

Sparrow Hawk 


House Wren 

LA 

Greater Prairie Chicken 

L 

Mockingbird 


Bobwhite 


Catbird 


Ring-necked Pheasant 


Brown Thrasher 

L 

Killdeer 


Robin 

L 

Upland Plover 

L 

Eastern Bluebird 


Rock Dove 

L 

Loggerhead Shrike 


Mourning Dove 


Starling 

L 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

L 

Bell’s Vireo 

LA 

Black-billed Cuckoo 

A 

Red-eyed Vireo 

L 

Great Horned Owl 


Warbling Vireo 


Common Nighthawk 

L 

Yellow Warbler 


Chimney Swift 

A 

Yellowthroat 

L 

Belted Kingfisher 


House Sparrow 


Yellow-shafted Flicker 


Eastern Meadowlark 

L 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 


Western Meadowlark 


Red-headed Woodpecker 


Red-winged Blackbird 

LA 

Hairy Woodpecker 

L 

Orchard Oriole 


Downy Woodpecker 


Baltimore Oriole 


Eastern Kingbird 


Common Grackle 


Western Kingbird 


Brown-headed Cowbird 

L 

Great Crested Flycatcher 


Cardinal 

L 

Eastern Phoebe 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

L 

Eastern Wood Pewee 


Indigo Bunting 

L 

Horned Lark 


Dickcissel 

L 

Rough-winged Swallow 


American Goldfinch 


Barn Swallow 


Grasshopper Sparrow 


Purple Martin 

LA 

Lark Sparrow 


Blue Jay 

Common Crow 

L 

Chipping Sparrow 


These species have or probably have nested here, but not regularly. 
Some have not been known to nest more than once. For details concerning 
unusual see species accounts. 


Great Blue Heron 

A 

Bank Swallow 

Blue-winged Teal 


Bewick’s Wren 

Wood Duck 


Wood Thrush 

Hooded Merganser 


Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

Swainson’s Hawk 


Ovenbird 

Bald Eagle 

A 

Yellow-breasted Chat 

Screech Owl 

A 

American Redstart 

Burrowing Owl 


Blue Grosbeak 
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A Short-eared Owl A Rufous-sided Towhee 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Lark Bunting 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Field Sparrow 

A Traill’s Flycatcher 


Regular Permanent Residents 


Red-tailed Hawk 
Marsh Hawk 
Sparrow Hawk 
Greater Prairie Chicken 
Bobwhite 

Ring-necked Pheasant 
Rock Dove 
Great Horned Owl 
Yellow-shafted Flicker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 


Horned Lark 
Blue Jay 
Common Crow 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Starling 
House Sparrow 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Western Meadowlark 
Cardinal 

American Goldfinch 


Migration Tables 

I compiled the Spring Arrival table from the Annual Cooperative Mi¬ 
gration and Occurrence Reports of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union, plus 
my unpublished 1964 records. Reports began in 1947 and are continuous 
from 1949 to 1968. In 1952 through 1954 there were separate reports from 
Blue Springs and Beatrice, making a total of 26 reports. I also included the 
few dates reported before 1947. The Spring Departure table is based almost 
exclusively on my 1964-1968 records, and the fall tables on my 1964-1967 
records. 

There were several problems in attempting to define a representative 
migration date. An “arrival” date may be the date one individual is seen, well 
ahead of the arrival of most individuals, as for example the extreme case of 
the Catbird reported arriving 17 February 1957, or even those reported on 
1 April. In inconspicuous or scarce species a late “arrival” date may represent 
the date it is finally seen after having been present for some time, for ex¬ 
ample June arrival dates for the Cuckoos. There are corresponding problems 
with departure dates. In addition, in some migratory species such as the 
Mourning Dove, Robin, and Song Sparrow, there are some resident individu¬ 
als, and it is difficult to separate observations of these. For example, does an 
arrival date of mid-February for a Robin represent a late observation of a 
winter resident or an early migrant? 

I have listed, for regular species only, the earliest, median, and latest 
dates, which can be interpreted in light of the above problems. In Table 1, 
for species for which I suspected some arrival dates represented late observa¬ 
tions of wintering birds, I have listed the latest date considered as such and 
the total number of winter dates, if more than one. I used the arbitrary cri¬ 
terion of a 14 day gap in the dates to make this distinction. Except in some 
late migrating species, June arrival dates are excluded. Tables 2-4 include 
only species for which there are at least three dates, unfortunately exclud¬ 
ing many regular species. 
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Table 1. Spring Arrival Dates 


Species 

Earliest 

Median 

Latest 

Number Winter 

Pied-billed Grebe 

3 Mar 

9 Apr 

12 May 

12 

Dales 

Great Blue Heron 

10 Mar 

19 Apr 

21 May 

16 


Green Heron 

10 Mar 

5 May 

28 May 

18 


Canada Goose 

1 Mar 

20 Mar 

12 May 

17 


Snow Goose 

5 Mar 

22 Mar 

7 May 

14 


Blue Goose 

9 Mar 

22 Mar 

7 May 

10 


Mallard 

26 Feb 

24 Mar 

4 May 

22 


Pintail 

18 Feb 

17 Mar 

29 Apr 

9 


Green-winged Teal 

9 Mar 

31 Mar 

24 Apr 

13 


Blue-winged Teal 

9 Mar 

4 Apr 

26 Apr 

23 


American Widgeon 

1 Mar 

14 Apr 

25 May 

11 


Shoveler 

11 Mar 

7 Apr 

1 May 

16 


Lesser Scaup 

8 Mar 

3 Apr 

10 May 

16 


American Coot 

4 Mar 

20 Apr 

17 May 

17 


Killdeer 

1 Mar 

22 Mar 

22 Apr 

26 


Common Snipe 

28 Mar 

25 Apr 

14 May 

15 


Spotted Sandpiper 

9 Apr 

7 May 

18 May 

14 


Solitary Sandpiper 

5 Apr 

28 Apr 

2 May 

9 


Greater Yellowlegs 

17 Mar 

17 Apr 

8 May 

16 


Lesser Yellowlegs 

25 Mar 

22 Apr 

19 May 

22 


Least Sandpiper 

18 Mar 

26 Apr 

19 May 

14 


Franklin’s Gull 

29 Mar 

23 Apr 

17 May 

25 


Mourning Dove 

25 Feb 

18 Mar 

3 Apr 

12 

11 Feb-13 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

9 Apr 

29 May 

15 Jun 

26 


Black-billed Cuckoo 

23 Apr 

1 Jun 

15 Jun 

19 


Common Nighthawk 

10 Mar 

14 May 

5 Jun 

22 


Chimney Swift 

10 Mar 

20 Apr 

30 Apr 

25 


Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird 

12 Apr 

16 May 

31 May 

18 


Belted Kingfisher 

17 Mar 

12 Apr 

15 May 

19 

3 Mar-4 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

16 Apr 

6 May 

16 May 

15 

29 Mar-11 

Eastern Kingbird 

12 Apr 

30 Apr 

16 May 

25 


Western Kingbird 

20 Apr 

6 May 

25 May 

25 


Great Crested Flycatcher 

1 May 

11 May 

27 May 

19 


Eastern Phoebe 

20 Mar 

6 Apr 

9 May 

25 


Least Flycatcher 

10 Apr 

7 May 

19 May 

14 


Eastern Wood Pewee 

4 Apr 

15 May 

1 Jun 

16 


Tree Swallow 

3 Apr 

30 Apr 

20 May 

14 


Bank Swallow 

17 Apr 

8 May 

20 May 

10 


Rough-winged Swallow 

16 Apr 

29 Apr 

15 May 

13 


Barn Swallow 

11 Apr 

29 Apr 

25 May 

24 


Purple Martin 

26 Mar 

6 Apr 

14 May 

26 


House Wren 

25 Mar 

21 Apr 

9 May 

25 


Mockingbird 

24 Apr 

4 May 

28 May 

16 


Catbird 

1 Apr* 

5 May 

18 May 

23 


Brown Thrasher 

3 Apr 

24 Apr 

16 May 

25 



*also a 17 Feb date 



Species 

Robin 

Wood Thrush 
Swainson’s Thrush 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 
Eastern Bluebird 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Loggerhead Shrike 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler 
Orange-crowned Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Myrtle Warbler 
Blackpoll Warbler 
Yellowthroat 
American Redstart 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Orchard Oriole 
Baltimore Oriole 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Dickcissel 
Pine Siskin 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
Clay-colored Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
White-crowned Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
Lincoln’s Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
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Earliest Median Latest Number Winter 

Dates 


28 Jan 

15 Feb 

15 Apr 

15 

15 Jan-10 

29 Apr 

8 May 

15 May 

9 


27 Apr 

9 May 

29 May 

18 


30 Apr 

8 May 

29 May 

16 


17 Feb 

30 Mar 

30 May 

21 


29 Mar 

15 Apr 

15 May 

13 

27 Feb-4 

13 Mar 

29 Mar 

20 Apr 

22 


5 May 

12 May 

18 May 

10 


1 Apr 

4 May 

20 May 

20 


28 Apr 

6 May 

18 May 

15 


23 Apr 

7 May 

17 May 

20 


20 Apr 

1 May 

14 May 

14 


1 May 

5 May 

13 May 

8 


20 Apr 

4 May 

20 May 

25 


30 Apr 

17 May 

25 May 

12 


16 Apr 

1 May 

15 May 

25 


29 Apr 

8 May 

19 May 

19 


8 Apr 

6 May 

15 May 

18 


1 May 

8 May 

1 Jun 

17 


9 Apr 

24 Apr 

15 May 

17 


11 Mar 

20 Mar 

12 Apr 

14 

28 Feb-11 

2 Apr 

6 May 

17 May 

24 


20 Apr 

4 May 

15 May 

25 


10 Feb 

15 Mar 

15 Apr 

23 

15 Jan-3 

26 Feb 

27 Mar 

12 May 

24 


12 Apr 

3 May 

13 May 

25 


3 May 

16 May 

22 May 

18 


28 Apr 

4 May 

19 May 

26 


12 Apr 

26 Apr 

12 May 

8 

26 Mar-3 

4 Apr 

23 Apr 

25 May 

12 

10 Mar-9 

8 Apr 

1 May 

7 May 

18 


22 Mar 

11 Apr 

25 Apr 

14 

24 Feb 

12 Apr 

29 Apr 

27 May 

15 


7 Apr 

28 Apr 

20 May 

19 


12 Apr 

5 May 

13 May 

20 


28 Mar 

25 Apr 

13 May 

17 


10 Mar 

27 Apr 

27 May 

18 

10 Feb-4 

6 Apr 

29 Apr 

16 May 

10 


5 Apr 

23 Apr 

6 May 

9 


6 Feb 

15 Mar 

7 Apr 

15 

22 Jan-10 
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Table 2. Spring Departure Dates 


Species 

Earliest 

Median 

Latest 

Number 

Canada Goose 

24 Mar 

27 Mar 

12 Apr 

3 

Blue-winged Teal 

16 Apr 

4 May 

13 May 

3 

Franklin’s Gull 

10 Apr 

29 Apr 

13 May 

6 

Least Flycatcher 

15 May 

20 May 

28 May 

5 

Brown Creeper 

18 Mar 

7 Apr 

10 Apr 

6 

Swainson’s Thrush 

22 May 

27 May 

1 Jun 

5 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 

13 May 

15 May 

17 May 

4 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

4 Apr 

12 Apr 

23 Apr 

3 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

23 Apr 

7 May 

22 May 

4 

Black-and-white Warbler 

1 May 

7 May 

28 May 

5 

Tennessee Warbler 

19 May 

21 May 

28 May 

5 

Orange-crowned Warbler 

5 May 

13 May 

17 May 

5 

Nashville Warbler 

9 May 

13 May 

14 May 

5 

Yellow Warbler 

19 May 

22 May 

28 May 

5 

Myrtle Warbler 

2 May 

5 May 

8 May 

6 

Blackpoll Warbler 

7 May 

22 May 

25 May 

5 

American Redstart 

17 May 

28 May 

30 May 

3 

Slate-colored Junco 

7 Apr 

12 Apr 

16 Apr 

5 

Tree Sparrow 

27 Mar 

4 Apr 

16 Apr 

6 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

4 May 

13 May 

16 May 

5 

Harris’ Sparrow 

1 May 

8 May 

13 May 

5 

White-throated Sparrow 

18 Apr 

4 May 

7 May 

3 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 

1 May 

7 May 

16 May 

5 

Song Sparrow 

22 Apr 

26 Apr 

7 May 

5 


Table 3. Fall 

Arrival 

Dates 


Species 

Earliest 

Median 

Latest 

Number 

Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird 

18 Aug 

20 Aug 

27 Aug 

3 

Brown Creeper 

8 Oct 

13 Oct 

25 Nov 

4 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

11 Oct 

23 Oct 

28 Oct 

4 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

16 Sep 

9 Oct 

16 Oct 

3 

Myrtle Warbler 

2 Oct 

16 Oct 

28 Oct 

4 

American Redstart 

1 Sep 

5 Sep 

9 Sep 

3 

Slate-colored Junco 

16 Oct 

18 Oct 

21 Oct 

4 

Tree Sparrow 

15 Oct 

2 Nov 

13 Nov 

4 

Harris’ Sparrow 

22 Oct 

24 Oct 

27 Oct 

4 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 

23 Sep 

10 Oct 

22 Oct 

4 

Song Sparrow 

2 Oct 

13 Oct 

27 Oct 

4 
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Table 4. Fall Departure Dales 


Species 

Earliest 

Median 

Latest 

Number 

Killdeer 

5 Oct 

18 Oct 

19 Oct 

4 

Mourning Dove 

16 Oct 

17 Oct 

21 Oct 

3 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

31 Jul 

5 Sep 

9 Sep 

4 

Common Nighthawk 

9 Sep 

15 Sep 

3 Oct 

3 

Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated 

6 Oct 

8 Oct 

10 Oct 

4 

Hummingbird 

20 Aug 

31 Aug 

8 Sep 

3 

Belted Kingfisher 

17 Sep 

7 Nov 

20 Nov 

3 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

9 Sep 

13 Sep 

21 Sep 

4 

Eastern Kingbird 

20 Aug 

26 Aug 

30 Aug 

3 

Western Kingbird 

31 Jul 

12 Aug 

16 Aug 

3 

Great Crested Flycatcher 

26 Aug 

5 Sep 

9 Sep 

3 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

3 Aug 

13 Aug 

4 Sep 

3 

Barn Swallow 

10 Sep 

24 Sep 

26 Sep 

4 

Purple Martin 

19 Aug 

20 Aug 

5 Sep 

3 

House Wren 

16 Sep 

18 Sep 

30 Sep 

4 

Catbird 

9 Sep 

16 Sep 

23 Sep 

4 

Brown Thrasher 

9 Sep 

22 Sep 

5 Oct 

4 

Robin 

29 Oct 

27 Nov 

5 Dec 

4 

Eastern Bluebird 

24 Oct 

29 Oct 

5 Nov 

3 

Red-eyed Vireo 

26 Aug 

10 Sep 

16 Sep 

3 

Warbling Vireo 

Aug 

8 Sep 

16 Sep 

4 

Yellowthroat 

4 Aug 

8 Aug 

12 Sep 

3 

Baltimore Oriole 

9 Sep 

10 Sep 

15 Sep 

4 

Common Grackle 

31 Oct 

12 Nov 

27 Nov 

4 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

16 Sep 

20 Oct 

5 Nov 

4 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

6 Aug 

3 Sep 

16 Sep 

4 
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1970 (FORTY-FIFTH) SPRING MIGRATION 
AND OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred and seventy three species were reported from eleven locali¬ 
ties in the 1970 spring reports. The count might have been one greater had 
the Empidonax sp. been identified as one not reported. As usual, Flickers 
are listed as one species. Douglas-Sarpy and Nemaha reported only Yellow- 
shafted, Brown only Red-shafted, Dawes reported only “Flickers”, and the 
others reporting them listed both species. The 1969 report covered 268 species 
from sixteen localities, but three of them represented one-or two-day obser¬ 
vations. In 1968 274 species were reported from sixteen localities. 

The symbols used in the tabulation are: 

Ja, Fe, Mr, Ap, My, and Je for the months; 

W - to indicate a species which was present before January 1; 

- S to indicate a species which remained after June 30; 

P to indicate a species which is present all year, although the same 
individual birds may not be present during the whole year, and the number 
of birds present may vary greately during the year; 

(A) in the McPherson column to indicate an observation made in 
Arthur County; 

x instead of the date in a column which shows dates elsewhere to 
indicate that the date was not shown on the report; 

M, S, and W in the Brown County column to indicate birds seen in 
migration, summer, and winter, respectively. 

Two dates indicate the first and last record for the area. The informa¬ 
tion is presented in a rough west (left column) to east (right colmn) order, 
with areas of about the same longitude presented in a north to south order. 
The names of the reporters (and of the observers where known) and any 
special comments are given below in alphabetical order of the reporters' 
counties. The number of species for each report is shown in parenthesis. In 
making this count “Empidonax sp.” is not counted if a specific species is also 
listed. 

Adams (152), Hastings; Mrs. 0. W. Ritchey (reporter), Mrs. W. Helzer, 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Kennedy, Miss Vera Maunder, Mrs. Eldon Percival, 
and David Rose; and Harold Turner of Kenesaw. The Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron was seen by the Kennedys in a tree about 30 yards from their 
house from about 7 AM to about 2 PM. Burrowing Owls are present but no 
dates are available. 

Brown (135), Ainsworth; Mrs. Edith Hurlburt. The Bald Eagles were 
seen on the Niobrara River. 

Custer, (111), Mema; Mrs. Ray Kieborz. Mrs. Kieborz wrote about the 
Hoary Redpolls “I couldn’t believe the whitish look of a few with the Com¬ 
mons. They had a striking white rump and lack of streakedness there.” 

Dawes (71), Chadron; Doris Gates. 

Douglas-Sarpy (190), Omaha and Bellevue; Carl Swanson, Mary Perk¬ 
ins, and R. G. Cortelyou (reporters) ; Lennart Berg, Grover Bramel, Mary 
Denny, W. A. Fiske, Mrs. E. O. Goodson, Larry Holcomb, Clyde Johnson, 
Marie Pluta, Roger Sharpe, Mary Tremaine. A Brown Thrasher was reported 
on January 1, a Hermit Thrush was seen in Fontenelle Forest from January 
3 to 22, Pine Siskins were reported from January 4 to 25, and a late Blue¬ 
winged Teal was seen June 20. The Black-headed Grosbeak was at a feeder at 

Text continued on page 86 
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My 

5 

My 
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My 

9 

Ap 
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My 

13 

- 
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Ap 

21 

M 
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Ap 
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My 
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My 
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My 

11 

Ap 
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Ap 
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_ 
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Ap 

19 

_ 
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My 

29 









M 

- 



Ap 

19 

- 

- 

My 

4 

My 

6 

Ap 

21 

_ 

_ 

My 

22 

Ap 

19 

_ 

_ 

My 

5 



Ap 

24 





Je 

13 



My 

3 

My 

6 

Ap 

20 

M 

Ap 

My 

8 

Ap 

19 


_ 

My 

16 

Je 

8 

My 

15 



My 

9 

My 

9 







Ap 

8 

M 

_ 

Fe 

21 



Mr 

28 - 





Ap 

24 













Fe 

12 

_ 

Ap 

Ap 

20 

Mr 

5 

Mr 

7 





My 

13 



My 

5 

My 

24 

Ap 

22 



Ap 

11 

S 

Ap 

Ap 

12 

Ap 

8 

My 

7 





- 

S 


My 

My 

17 

My 

26 

My 

31 
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Scotts Dawes Per- McPher- Lin- Brown Cus- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne 



Bluff 


kins 

son 

coin 


ter 

caster- 

Sarpy maha 

Bonaparte's Gull 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 12 
Ap 18 

- 

- 

Forster's Tern 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 20 
Ap 24 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 19 

My 24 

- 

Common Tern 

My 23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 


- 

My 2 
Mv 9 


- 

Least Tern 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 21 
Je 4 


- 

- 

" 

- 

- 

Black Tern 

My 23 

- 

My 16 My 13 

- S 

My 7 

My 25 

S 

My 

- 

My 9 
Je 4 

My 23 

- 

Rock Dove 

P 

- 

P 

- 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

p 

Mourning Dove 

W - 
- S 

Ap 14 Ap 6 

- S - S 

My 6 

- S 

Mr 12 

- S 

S 

Ap 

- s 

p 

P 

Fe 8 

- S 

P 

Yellow-billed 

Cuckoo 

Je 9 

- S 

- 

- 

- 

Je 16 
- S 

- 

- 

Je 17 My 11 

- S - S 

My 10 

- S 

Je 3 
- S 

Black-billed 

Cuckoo 

- 

- 

Je 13 

- S 

- 

My 27 
- S 

s 

Je 

Je 8 

My 23 

- S 

My 16 

- S 

- 

Bam Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

s 

- 

Fe 13 

- 

- 

- 

Screech Owl 

P 

My 11 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

Fe 6 

P 

Mr 21 
Je 16 

- 

Great Homed Owl 

P 

P 

P 


P 

s 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Burrowing Owl 

My 2 

- S 

- 

Je 1 
- S 

- 

My 6 

- S 

s 

Ap 

- S 

S 

- 

- 

- 

Barred Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 10 

P 

Long-eared Owl 

P 

- 

Ap 22 

- S 

- 

Je 19 

- 

- 

Fe 17 

Je 10 

- 

- 

Short-eared Owl 

My 23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fe 13 
My 22 

Mr 14 

- 

- 

Whip-poor-will 

- 


Tfy 6 

- 

" 

- 

- 


- 

- 

Ap 25 
- S 

Poor-will 

- 

My 5 
- S 

- 

" 

- 

- 


" 

- 

- 

- 

Common Nighthawk 

My 25 My 29 

- S - S 

My 27 My 20 My 8 
- S - S - S 

s 

Je 
- S 

My 30 My 5 

- S - S 

My 6 
- S 

Mv 2 
- S 

Chimney Swift 

My 12 

- S 

- 

- 

- 

My 2 
- S 

- 

Ap 

- S 

Ap 21 Ap 17 
- S - S 

Ap 24 Ap 23 
- S - S 

White-throated 
Swift 

Je 21 My 3 
- S - S 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

- 

Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

s 

- 

My 15 

- 

My 10 My 24 
- S - S 

Belted Kingfisher 

P 

My 3 

- S 

Ap 22 

- 

Ja 24 

- S 

s 

P 

P 

Ap 9 
- S 

Ja 26 
- S 

- 

Flicker 

P 

P 

P 

- 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 
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Scotts. 

Bluff 

Dawes 

Per- McFher- 
kins son 

- Lin¬ 
coln 

Brown 

Cus¬ 

ter 

Adams Lan¬ 
caster 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Ne¬ 

maha 

Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

My 3 
My 30 

;p 

P 

Red-beaded 

Woodpecker 

My 21 

- S 

Mv 29 

- S 

My 12 

_ Q 

- 

My 6 

_ s 

S 

Mv 20 

- S 

My 4 

1 S 

Ap 26 

- S 

Fe 1© 

>* s 

Mv 8 

- S 

Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker 

My 16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mr 21 

Ja 18 
Fe 23 

- 

Hairy Woodpecker 

P 

P 

- 

- 

P 

P 

W - 

Ap 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Downy Woodpecker 

P 

P 

w - 

Ap 29 

- 

TD 

P 

W - 
My 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Eastern Kingbird 

Mv 9 

- S 

My 12 My 12 My 17 

- S - S - S 

My 5 
- S 

S 

Ap 

- S 

Ap 29 Ap 26 

- S - S 

Ap 26 

- S 

Mv 3 

- S 

Western Kingbird 

My 4 

- S 

Ap 27 Ap 25 
- S - S 

Mv 9 

- S 

My 4 
- S 

S 

My 

- S 

Ap 28 

- S 

Ap 26 

- S 

My 12 
- S 

My 2 
- S 

Cassinis Kingbird 

My 9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Great Crested 
Flycatcher 

- 

My 20 My 6 

- S 

- 

My 23 
_ s 

- 

- 

Mv 9 

- S 

Ap 26 

- S 

My 2 

- S 

Ap 25 

- S 

Eastern Phoebe 

- 

My 5 

- 

- 

- 

S 


Mv 9 

- S 

Ap 19 
- S 

Ap 11 

- S 

Ap 17 

- S 

Say's Phoebe 

Ap 24 Ap 21 
- S - $ 

'Mv' 113 
12 

- 

Ap 14 

- S 

s 

- 

My 9 

- S 

- 

- 

- 

Acadian Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 

Mv 29 
Je 4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Je 9 

4 

- S 

- 

Traill's Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 

My 13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 30 

Je 4 
Je 26 

- 

Least Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mv 4 
My 9 

My 5 
1% 19 

My 6 
Mv 23 

- 

Empidonax sp. 

- 

- 

My 11 
My 30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 2 

- 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S 

- 

- 

Ap 9 
- S 

My 23 

- S 

Je 5 

- S 

Western Wood Pewee 

Je 10 
- S 

ffy 23 
- S 

- 

My 13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Olive-sided 
Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 5 

My 29 
Je 8 

- 

Homed Lark 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Violet-green 

Swallow 

My 9 

- S 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tree Swallow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

Ap 19 

- S 

Ap 19 
My 2 

- 

Bank Swallow 

My 23 
Je 11 

- 

- 

- 

Ify 28 

- S 

S 

My 
- S 

Ap 23 
- S 

Ap 25 
- S 

My 23 

- 

Rough-winged 

Swallow 

My 9 
- S 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 24 

- S 

S 

My 
- S 

My 9 
- S 

Ap 18 

- S 

Ap 19 
Jfy 2 

My 8 
- S 
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Scotts 
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Dawes 

Per¬ 
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McPher¬ 
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- Lin¬ 
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Brown 

Cus¬ 
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Adams 

Lan- Doug- Ne- 
caster Sarpy maha 

Barn Swallow 

Ap 24 
- S 

- 

Ap 25 My 9 
- S - $• 

Ap 20 

- S 

S 

Ap 

- S 

Ap 23 Ap 14 Ap- 19 

- S - S - S 

Ap 22 

- S 

Cliff Swallow 

My 9 

- S 

- 

- 

- 

My 16 

- S 

S 

My 
- S 

- 

Mv 2 

- S 

My 23 

Mv 15 

- s 

Purple Martin 

- 

- 

My 3 

- S 

- 

Ap 15 

- S 

S 

My 

- S 

Mr 25 Ap 12 Ap 6 

- S - S - S 

Ap 6 

- s 

Blue Jay 

P 

P 

P 

My 12 
Je 3 

Fe 10 

- S 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Black-billed Magpie 

P 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

p 

- 

- 

- 

Common Crow 

P 

P 

P 

My 15 

P 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Pinon Jay 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Clark's Nutcracker 

My 1 











Black-capped 

Chickadee 

P 

P 

- 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Mountain Chickadee 

W - 
My 23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tufted Titmouse 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

P 

White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

W - 

Vfy 23 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W - 

Mr 

W - 

My 9 

P 

P 

P 

Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 

W - 

Ja 13 

P 

W - 

Ap 25 

- 

Fe 16 
Ap 6 

W 

W - 

Ap 

m - 

My 29 

w «■ 

% 5 

Ja 4 
da 18' 

- 

Brown Creeper 

W - 

Ja 20 

P 

W - 
Ja 29 

- 

Fe 15 
Mr 23 

w 

W - 

Mr 

W - 

My 1 

Ap 9 
Ap .18 

f - 
Ap .14 

- 

House Wren 

My 2 

- s 

My 7 

- S 

My 3 
- S 

My 10 Ap 21 
My 19 - S 

S 

Ap 

- S 

Ap 25 

- S 

Ap 18 

- S 

Ap 14 

- S 

Ap 23 

- s 

Winter Wren 

- 

My 3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W - 

Ap 14 

- 

Bewick's Wren 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 17 

- 

- 

Carolina Wren 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

Short-billed 

Marsh Wren 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 6 

- 

Rock Wren 

Ap 27 
- S 

Mv 20 

- S 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mockingbird 

Ja 20 
Je 10 

- 

Ap 28 

- S 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 

- S 

Ap 25 

- s 

Ap H 

- # 

My 2 
My 6 

Je 18 

- s 

Catbird 

My 11 

- S 

My 15 My 10 

- S - S 

Mv 18 
Je 2 

My 30 

S 

Mv 

- S 

My 9 

- S 

My 10 

- S 

Mv 2 

- S 

Ad 30 

- S 

Brown Thrasher 

My 6 

- S 

Ap 29 

— s 

Ap 26 
- S 

Mv 1| *d 22 

- S - S 

S 

Ap 

- S 

Mr 2 

- S 

Ap 14 

- S 

Ap 17 

Ap 20 

Robin 

P 

P 

P 

My 9 

P 

p 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 
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Scotts 

Dawes 

Per- McPher- Lin- 

Brown 

Cus¬ 

Adams 

Ldh- ■ 

Doug- 

Ne- 


Bluff 


kins 

son 

coin 


ter 

caster 

Sarpy maha 

Wood Thrush 

_ 

_ 

My 20 

_ 

_ 

S 

_ 

_ 

_ 

My 2 

Ap 25 




My 23 







- a" 

- S 

Hermit Thrush 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Mr 9 

Ap 14 

_ 










Ap 22 

Ap 18 


Swainson's Thrush 

My 9 

- 

My 10 

My 11 

An 12 

_ 

My 

My 3 

Ap 22 

My 6 

_ 


Je 13 


Je 2 

Je 7 

Ap 21 



My 18 

Je 6 

Je: 4 


Gray-cheeked Thrush 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

My 

_ 

My 3 

My 3 

_ 










My 13 

py- il 


Veery 

- 

- 

My 16 
My 22 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 14 

- 

Eastern Bluebird 

Mr 8 

_ 

My 11 

_ 

Ja 10 

S 

Mr 

Mr 7 

Fe 22 

P 

p 




My 13 


- S 


- s 

- s 

- S 



Mountain Bluebird 

Mr 9 
Ap 12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Townsend's 

W - 

_ 

_ 

My 21 

Mr 12 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Solitaire 

My 23 



Mr 21 







Golden-crowned 

Ja 20 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Fe 5 

M 

Ja 

Ja 31 

_ 

Ja 10 

_ 

Kinglet 

Fe 12 




Mr 21 



Fe 26 


Ap 24 


Ruby-crowned 

_ 


_ 

_ 

_ 

M 

Ja 

Ap 10 

Ap 18 

Ap 12 

Ja 12 

Kinglet 









My 3 

My 2 


Water Pipit 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mr 13; 
Ap 26 

- 

- 

Sprague's Pipit 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 26 

- 

- 

Bohemian Waxwing 

W - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Fe 10 

_ 

_ 

Fe 22 

_ 

_ 

_ 


My 1 




Fe 28 







Cedar Waxwing 

W - 

_ 

Ap 13 

My 20 

Fe 7 

P 

P 

W - 

Ft 3 

W - 

W - 


Je 1 


My 29 


My 16 



Je 7 

My 9 

Je 1$ 

Fe 12 

Northern Shrike 

W - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Fe 12 

W 

W - 

_ 

Fe 14 

Ap. ?S 

_ 


Mr 10 






Fe 


Hfr 2 3 



Loggerhead Shrike 

Ap 13 

P 

P 

My 13 

W - 

_ 

Ap 

My 9 

Ap 10 

Ap 4 

Ap 5 


- S 



- S 

- s 


- S 

- S 

1 S 

Je 13 

Je 22 

Starling 

P 

P 

P 

W 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

p 

Bell's Vireo 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

My 12 

s 

Mv 

Mv 11 

My 9 

My 9 

Je 22 






- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Yellow-throated 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ap 26 

_ 

Vireo 










- S 


Solitary Vireo 

- 

- 

- 

My 20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 12 

- 

- 

Red-eyed Vireo 

My 1 

My 18 

_ 

My 13 My 22 

s 

Mv 

Mv 9 

My 17 

My 2 

_ 


- S 

- S 



- S 


s 

- S 

- S 

- S 


Philadelphia Vireo 

- 

- 

- 

My 21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Warbling Vireo 

My 23 

- 

_ 

- 

Mv 7 

s 

Mv 

My 4 

My 1 

Mv 2 

_ 


- S 




- S 


- s 

- S 

- S 

- S 


Black-and-white 

_ 

My 9 

My 16 

_ 

_ 

M 

_ 

My 1 

My 6 

_ 

_ 

Warbler 


- s 

My 21 
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Scotts Dawes 

Per- McPher- Lin- 

Brown 

Cus- 

Adams 

LslP* 

Doug- 

Ne- 

■ Bluff 

kins son coin 


ter 

caster 

Sarpy 

maha 

Prothonotary Warbler - 





My ll. 

Ap 28 

- 

Golden-winged Warbler - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My ID 

- 

Tennessee Warbler 

My 11 - My 14 

My 31 

- 

- 

- 

My 3 

My % 
My 19 

- 

Orange-crowned Ap 27 Ap 28 Ap 22 - My 13 

Warbler My 12 My 31 My 14 

- 

- 

My 3 

Ap 22 
My k 

% 2 

% ti 

- 

Nashville Warbler 





Sy'S 
My 14 

% M 

- 

Parula Warbler 

Mv 11 

My 13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 16 

- 

Yellow Warbler My 4 My 4 

- S - S 

ffy 5 My 10 My 7 
Je 1 My 22 - S 

s 

Ap 

- S 

An 22 
My 11 

Ap 29 
- if 

Mv 2 
- f. 

- 

Magnolia Warbler 





My 5 

Mv 16 
Je 4 

- 

Myrtle Warbler Ap 28 Ap 28 Ap 22 - An 22 

My 23 My 11 My 4 

M 

Ap 

Ap 26 
My 9 

Ap 1$ 
My 9 

Ap 18 
My 9 

- 

Audubon's Warbler Ap 27 Ap 28 My 3 

My 23 - S My 3fl 

- 

- 

- 

My 5 

- 

- 

Black-throated 

Green Warbler 






My 19 

- 

Cerulean Warbler 






My 6 

- S 

- 

Chestnut-sided 

Warbler 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

My 16 

My 16 

- 

Blackpoll Warbler 

My 10 M/ 13 My 14 
My 16 My 15 

- 

- 

- 

My 5 
My 19 

11/ 14 

- 

Palm Warbler 





% f 

Ap 30 
My 2 

- 

Ovenbind My 23 My 14 

- s 

My 12 My 14 - 

tfy 16 

M 

- 

- 

My 16 

My 2 

- S 

- 

Northern Waterthrush - 

My 11 - My 18 

My 16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisiana Waterthrush - 






Ap 24 

- 

Kentucky Warbler 





- 

My 16 
Je 26 

" 

Connecticut Warbler 

- Ap 26 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mourning Warbler 






My 2 
Je 4 

My 26 

Yellowthroat My 11 

My 4 My 11 My 9 

S 

My 

My 4 

My 3 

My 2 

My 5 

- S 

It 22 Je 4 - S 


- S 

My 30 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Yellow-breasted My23My22Myl2Myl3 

Chat -S - S Je 3 -S 

S 

Je 

- 

" 

My 2 

- S 

- 

Wilson's Warbler My 11 

My 23 

Ap 28 My 13 My 3 
Je 3 Je 30 My 4 

M 

- 

- 

My 16 

My 2 
My 16 

- 
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Scotts 

Bluff 

Dawes 

Per- McPher- 
kins bon 

- Lin¬ 
coln 

Brown 

Cus¬ 

ter 

Adams Lan¬ 
caster 

Sarpy 

Ne 

maha 

Canada Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Je 6 

- 

American Redstart 

Ap 29 
My 23 

My-Jii 

tfy 10 
My 25 

My 13 
My 24 

- 

S 

Je 

My 8 
My 10 

Ad 25 
My 16 

Mv 2 

- S 

- 

House Sparrow 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Bobolink 

- 

- 

- 

Je 14 

My 13 

- S 

s 

- 

- 

My 17 

My 31 
- S 

My 25 

- S 

Eastern Meadowlark 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 10 
ffy 16 

s 

- 

- 


Mr 21 
- S 

P 

Meadowlark sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

Western Meadowlark 

P 

p 

P 

My 6 

- S 

P 

p 

P 

P 

P 

Mr 14 
- S 

P 

Yellow-headed 

Blackbird 

Ap 9 

- S 

Ap 29 My 3 
- S My 6 

P 

Ap 24 

s 

Ap 
- S 

Ap 15 
My 9 

Ad 18 

- S 

Ap 11 

- S 

Ap 20 

Red-winged 

Blackbird 

P 

- 

Ja 25 

- S 

P 

p 

3 

Fe 

- s 

P 

Fe 21 
- S 

Fe 10 

- .f 

Fe 18 

- S 

Orchard Oriole 

Pfy 19 
- S 

Myi 34, 
- S 

My 11 

- | 

My 17 
- S 

My 9 

- S 

S 

My 

- S 

Ap 29 

- S 

%r 

- s 

My 3 

- S 

My 17 

- S 

Baltimore Oriole 

- 

- 

My 6 

- S 

My 14 

My 7 

- S 

S 

My 

- S 

My 3 

- S 

Ap 26 

- S 

My 1 

- S 

My 2 

- S 

Bullock's Oriole 

My 7 

- s 

My 12 
- S 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rusty Blackbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mr 8 
My 9 

Mr 29 

Mr 14 
Mr 30 

- 

Brewer's Blackbird 

Ap 12 
My 23 

- 

Ap 14 

- S 

- 

Ap 11 

- S 

s 

Mr 

Ap 

Mr 10 

- 

- 

- 

Common Grackle 

Mr 29 Ap 13 Ap 10 
- S - S - S 

My 10 Ap 6 
- S - S 

s 

Fe 

- S 

Ja 25 

- S 

Mr 14 
- S 

Mr 7 

- S 

Ap 2 

- S 
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the C. S. Moran’s, at 39th and Davenport, and when it was first noticed 
many Omaha birders took advantage of Mrs. Moran’s kindness to see the 
bird. It was there until they left on their vacation in May. The Golden¬ 
winged Warbler was seen near the mouth of Mill Hollow in Fontenelle 
Forest by R. W. Russell. The Summer Tanager was not seen, but was identi¬ 
fied by Carl Swanson from a recording he made in Fontenelle Forest and 
took home for further study. The Oldsquaw was seen by R. G. Cortelyou in 
the southeastern part of Carter Lake, at fairly close quarters. It had white 
patches on the side of its head, a rather thin breast bandi, pink on the bill, 
the long tail feathers were not evident, and it had a yellowish stain on the 
breast. From Kortright’s descriptions it would seem to be a juvenile coming 
into male plumage. Mrs. Don Wood of Plattsmouth saw an Oldsquaw at the 
north end of the Plattsmouth Refuge later in the month. 

Lancaster (190), Lincoln; Shirley and Howard Doole, C. W. Huntley, 
C. L. Cink (reporters), Kent Fiala; Mrs. B. F. Mowery of Auburn. The 
Western Sandpiper was observed with spotting scopes at 35 feet by Oink and 
Fiala, and was compared with Baird’s and Semipalmated Sandpipers at the 
time. One observation of the Bonaparte’s Gull was at Yankee Hill Reservoir, 
southwest of Lincoln, and the other at Holmes Lake, in the southeast section 
of Lincoln, by Cink and Fiala. They also reported the Pipits, and had just 
seen the Sprague’s before they saw the Water Pipit, and had it in mind for 
comparison. The Audubon’s Warbler was seen at close range and they con¬ 
cluded that it was not a hybrid because of the completely yellow throat and 
the large amount of yellow in the wings. 
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Lincoln (157), North Platte and Hershey; Mrs. M. F. Shickley and Mrs. 
M. A. Cox. 

McPherson (95), Tryon, Mrs. Oona Bassett. Mrs. Bassett came back from 
a winter vacation on May 6, which accounts for the late first dates for many 
species. Many chicks, assumed to be Soras, were flushed during mowing. A 
neighbor reported a Yellow-billed Cuckoo, but not the date. The Dowitcher 
was a Long-billed. 

Nemaha (85), Auburn; Mrs. B. F. Mowery (reporter), Dr. Mowery, Dr. 
and Mrs. E. W. Peck, Mr. and Mrs. Lenard Bohlken, all of Auburn, and Ida 
May Heywood of Peru. On June 11 she heard a Whip-poor-will at the Corn- 
husker Scout Reservation, south of Humbolt (Richardson County), 

Perkins (111), Grant; Don Sejkora. He noted that this was the first 
time the Rose-breasted Grosbeak has been seen in the area, and commented 
on the Whip-poor-will: “The general country around here is pasture mixed 
with farmland. On our farm we have a large grove of trees, and beyond 
these, several rows of younger trees (locusts, cedars, and cotoneasters). These 
border on a pasture on one side and a sorghum field on the other. It was 
here I saw the Whip-poor-will. As I was walking I flushed it out from off the 
ground; a robin-sized, dusky-brown bird. It flew low and rapidly, landing 
out of sight not far ahead. After flushing it several times I managed to 
spot it on the ground and observed it through 20x50 binoculars. I saw a 
brownish bird with a buffy throat and whitish eye stripe. Its body was of 
uniform shape, with the wings about as long as the tail. When flushed, 
patches of white could be seen on the tail. I ruled out the Poor-will because of 
the larger size and also the length of the wings. I referred to several books, 
as the only goatsucker I had seen before was a Nighthawk.” 

Sarpy, see Douglas-Sarpy. 

Scotts Bluff (144), Scottsbluff; Mrs. Roy J. Witschy (reporter), Mrs. 
Harry Banghart, Mrs. J. J. Brashear, Mrs. Alvin Vance. Comments on the 
Mute Swan were given in the March issue (NBR 38:14). It was injured, and 
presumably died after the last sighting. 

1970 FALL FIELD DAY 

Hastings was the site of the 1970 Fall Field Day, and the attendance 
was twenty six. The day was cool and cloudy. Sixty-two species were observed, 
primarily at McMurtrey Marsh and at Crystal Lake: 

Pied-billed Grebe, American Bittern, White-fronted Goose, Mallard, 
Gadwall, Pintail, Green-winged and Blue-winged Teal, American Widgeon, 
Shoveler, Wood Duck, Redhead; Red-tailed, Marsh, and Sparrow Hawks; 
Bobwhite, Ring-necked Pheasant, American Coot, Killdeer, Common Snipe, 
Franklin’s Gull; Rock and Mourning Doves; Barn and Great Horned Owls; 
Belted Kingfisher, Flicker (both types) ; Red-bellied, Hairy, and Downy 
Woodpeckers; Horned Lark, Blue Jay, Common Crow, Black-capped Chicka¬ 
dee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, Robin, Eastern 
Bluebird. 

Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets; Shrike sp., Starling; Nash¬ 
ville and Black-throated Green Warblers; House Sparrow; Eastern and 
Western Meadowlarks; Red-winged Blackbird, Common Grackle, Brown- 
headed Cowbird, Cardinal, American Goldfinch, Rufous-sided Towhee; Sa¬ 
vannah, Grasshopper, and Vesper Sparrow; Slate-colored Junco; Harris’, 
White-crowned, White-throated, and Song Sparrows. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

PICTORIAL GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA. Leonard 
Lee Rue III. Thomas Y. Crowell Company, New York, 1970. 368 pp., 82 maps 
and line drawings, 140 black-and-white photographs. $12.50. 

The maps (of the summer and winter ranges ) and the line drawings of 
the bird, and short comments on field marks, size, habits, habitat, nest, eggs, 
food, and voice, all on one page for each species, and a short (usually one 
page) comment on each of the sixteen orders of birds included in the book 
constitute the “Guide” portion of the book. Each species also has about three 
pages of text giving further information about the bird and possibly an 
anecdote or so, and a photograph or two. The species covered range from 
Rock Dove and House Sparrow to Long-tailed Jaeger. The title is unfortu¬ 
nate : those who are expecting something on the order of a field guide will 
be disappointed because of the small number of species covered, if for no 
other reason; while those who would enjoy the species accounts would be 
apt to be turned away by the title. The book has two appendixes which will 


interest to many: one lists, 
and the other, also by state, “other 
shown for Nebraska.) 

N O 

GOLDFINCH FROZEN TO 
FENCE WIRE. On February 3, 
1970, we were driving slowly along 
a weedy fence row as there were 
lots of Redpolls, Red Crossbills, and 
American Goldfinches. I stopped to 
observe one flock (mostly Gold¬ 
finches). They suddenly flew, ex¬ 
cept one which tried to fly but was 
stuck to the barbed wire. I immedi¬ 
ately went to help it, as I thought 
it had caught a toe between the two 
strands of wire as I’ve seen some 
birds caught before. I held it still 
and looked and saw that its foot was 
around the wire, but not caught be¬ 
tween the strands. I thought it must 
be frozen, and held its foot between 
my thumb and finger for a few 
seconds and it came loose. I could 
see no damage and released the bird, 
which flew a short distance and re¬ 
joined the flock. I don’t think it had 
been frozen to the wire very long, 
but I didn’t see it light. Also, I don’t 
know why its foot was wet but I 
can speculate. There was a little 
snow at the time and the birds were 
all foraging in the sunshine on the 


states, the National Wildlife Refuges; 
places to see the birds” (with nothing 
—Ed. 

T E S 

east side of the thick weeds, some on 
the ground. It was well protected and 
no doubt much warmer than on the 
wire, in the heavy cold wind from 
the northwest. If it picked up a 
small amount of moisture on its foot 
and flew directly to the fence a few 
feet away it seems logical that it 
could freeze to the wire. Maybe it 
would have thawed loose in time if 
I hadn’t helped it, but it seemed to 
be frozen pretty tight. 

— Lee Morris, Benedict 

WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILLS 
IN THE OMAHA VICINITY. 
White-winged Crossbills, Loxia leu- 
cojotera, were observed quite regu¬ 
larly throughout the winter on or 
about the campus of the Nebraska of 
Nebraska at Omaha from November 
21, 1969 through March 18, 1970. 
They were most frequently observed 
feeding upon the cones of various 
species of conifers which are dis¬ 
tributed on the campus and in the 
adjacent Elmwood Park. As many 
as twelve were observed in one flock 
and occasionally they were seen 
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mixed with flocks of Red Crossbills, 
Loxia curvirostra. Two specimens, 
both females, were taken on Decem¬ 
ber 1, 1969 on the campus and are 
retained in the Biology Department 
study collections. According to the 
last N.O.U. Checklist (1958), Loxia 
leucoptera is a rare and irregular 
visitor to Nebraska. Students and 
faculty observed this species in other 
parts of the city. Apparently this 
winter occurrence (1969-70) was 
rather widespread and regular in 
this vicinity. 

—Roger S. Sharpe, Department of 
Biology, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha 

WINTERING ROBINS 1969-1970. 
The winter of 1969-1970 must be 
considered extremely unusual with 
respect to the multitude of Robins 
(Turdus migratorious) that wintered 
over in east-central Nebraska and 
adjacent Iowa. Flocks of eight to 
twelve of mixed sexes are numerous. 
They seem to be abundant every¬ 
where. Omaha and the smaller cities 
and towns, bottomland woodlots, 
fencerows and even open fields are 
inhabited by Robins that appear 
more numerous than at migration 
peaks in “normal” years. 

On January 24, 1970, my son and 
I counted 40 Robins adjacent to the 
edge of 4.7 miles of Highway 133 
from the intersection of McKinley 
(Route 36) Road and extending 
northward. Temperature at the 
Omaha Weather Bureau station at 
the time (1:59 to 2:07 P.M.) was re¬ 


ported to be 44° F. It was the first 
warm day after a number of weeks 
of temperatures that rarely came 
above freezing. 

Overwintering Robins are no rari¬ 
ty. However this winter’s large 
numbers would appear to be unusu¬ 
al. One wonders why! Two possible 
explanations come to mind. (1) The 
summer of 1969 was a particularly 
bad one for apples. Most fruits on 
the “back yard” trees were heavily 
infected with coddling moth larvae. 
Hence little or none of these fruits 
were picked, thus an extra food sup¬ 
ply has been available on the trees 
and on the ground below them. (2) 
Halogenated hydrocarbons (especi¬ 
ally the o,p’-DDT isomer, present at 
a level of about 20% in most com¬ 
mercial DDT on the market) might 
be implicated in that they are known 
to affect estrogenic activity 1 . Such 
influence could conceivably interfere 
with migratory activities of these 
Robins. After all, we are well aware 
of hormonal influence on spring mi¬ 
gration. Is it not reasonable to ex¬ 
pect that a normally waning estro¬ 
genic activity is equally responsible 
for fall migration? Thus these birds, 
having near spring levels of sex 
hormones, fail to migrate entirely or 
migrate only on a limited scale. 

—G. E. Grube, Department of 
Biology, Dana College, Blair 

1. Bitman, Cecil, Harris, and 
Fries, 1968. Estrogenic Activity of 
o,p -DDT in the Mammalian Uterus 
and Avian Oviduct. Science 162:371- 
372. 


ROSS’ GOOSE. A male Ross’ Goose, Chen rossii, was brought to me for 
mounting by a hunter who shot the bird at the Plattsmouth Game Refuge on 
November 20, 1969. 

—Ralph Velich, Omaha 

MEXICAN DUCK. On October 19, 1969 I shot an adult male Mexican 
Duck, Anas diazi novimexicana, on Peterson Lake, about twenty miles south 
and six miles east of Bassett in Rock County. The specimen identification 
was verified by Dr. Paul Johnsgard of the University of Nebraska. In the 
1958 Check-list the Mexican Duck is listed as accidental, with one record (in 
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Cherry County). It is possible that my record is not valid for natural distri¬ 
bution, for Mr. William Lemburg raises Mexican Ducks on his game farm 
at Cairo, Hall County, and has an occasional escape. In many cases Mr. 
Lemburg clips the right hind toe on his birds, but this bird did not have a 
clipped toe. 

—Karl Menzel , Game and Parks Commission, Bassett 

CLARIFICATION OF AN ODDSQUAW REPORT. Tate (NBR 37:31, 
1969) reported on a mounted Oldsquaw (ZM-12301) in the University of Ne¬ 
braska State Museum collection. The specimen tag indicates that it was col¬ 
lected at Fontenelle Forest, Dodge Co., Nebraska by Mrs. H.D. Schoettger, 
and bears the field number 5-10-9-43. Tlate interpreted this as meaning the 
collection date was 9 October 1943. Fontenelle Forest is not in Dodge County, 
and Tate interpreted the location as being Dodge County west of the town 
of Fontanelle (sic). 

Since the publication of Tate’s note I have found that the data with the 
specimen are inaccurate. The number 5-10-9-43 is not actually a field number 
but the Museum accession number, indicating the mount was the fifth in a 
series of specimens received by the Museum on October 9, 1943. This system 
of numbering was used from 1892 to 1943 when it was replaced with the 
current system. The specimen’s card in the accession file reads “Female. 
Mounted Specimen. No data. Notes—from Fontenelle Hunting Lodge. 
Donor—Mrs. H. D. Schoettger, Nickerson, Nebr.” The lodge is also described 
on other file cards as “A hunting lodge south of Fontenelle( sic), Nebraska.” 
Also received from Mrs. Schoettger at the same time were 14 other bird 
mounts, including some typical Nebraska species but also such species as 
Brown Pelican, Anhinga, White Ibis, Blue and Ruffed Grouse, and Purple 
Gallinule, and also a number of big game heads, indicating the specimens 
were collected in a variety of places, not necessarily in Nebraska. The type 
of tag on the speciment was not used in the Museum until sometime after 
the acquisition, indicating its date are not original but were taken from the 
file card quoted above and unfortunately misinterpreted. 

—Kent Fiala, Lincoln 

RUFFED GROUSE. Twenty wild-trapped Ruffed Grouse from Minneso¬ 
ta were released in the northern portion of Indian Cave State Park in 
southern Nemaha County (NW Vi, Sec. 36, T4, R16) in September 1968— 
six on the nineteenth, four on the twenty-fourth, five on the twenty-seventh, 
and five on the twenty-eighth. Through mid-July 1970 one sighting had been 
reported—in 1969 two birds were seen approximately two and a half miles 
from the release site. Ruffed Grouse formerly were resident in eastern Ne¬ 
braska. (From data supplied by Carl W. Wolfe, Game and Parks Commis¬ 
sion.) 

AMERICAN WOODCOCK. On October 11, 1970, at about 2 PM I saw an 
American Woodcock behind the Hudson service station which is located just 
east of the South Omaha Bridge, Pottawattomie County, Iowa. I had stopped 
to rest while picking mushrooms and saw the bird walking among poison 
ivy plants. I watched the bird for a good two minutes, then a movement on 
my part caused the bird to fly off with a whistling noise. 

—Ralph Velich, Omaha 
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On September 12, 1970 at about 8:30 AM Howard saw an American 
Woodcock walk along the back fence for about half an hour, but it disap¬ 
peared before I got back from the store. It was a gloomy day, in the 50’s. 
Around 6 PM I spotted it in the corner of the yard where two fences meet, a 
low section of the yard with just grass clippings, etc. It was probing and we 
could see it was getting something although we couldn’t see what. It stayed 
in that section off and on until dark, probing almost constantly, and oc¬ 
casionally when it moved to another spot it bounced its tail section as a 
spotted sandpiped but with a more swinging gait — a sort of a rhumba! 
Since it appeared to be staying around we called several birders, but the only 
ones who were able to come were John and Gladys (Keim) Boyle. I believe 
the reason we were able to watch it for so long is that we were looking 
out of a window. Once I tried going outside at the opposite end of the yard 
but it spotted me and disappeared for a while. It rained hard that night and 
the bird has not been seen since. 

—Shirley Doole, Lincoln 

SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER. On May 30, 1970, I observed a 
Sissor-tailed Flycatcher, Muscivora forficata, in northern Rock County, about 
eight miles north and two miles east of Newport. This bird was about a 
quarter mile east of Ash Creek. With a 14-power telephoto lens I obtained a 
picture which is of sufficient quality to permit verification of species. This 
location is considerably farther north than any listed for Nebraska in the 
1958 Check-list. 

—Karl Menzel, Game and Parks Commission, Bassett 

SAY’S PHOEBE. Two Say’s Phoebes were first sighted 20 June 1970 
several miles southeast of West Point. Thereafter on several occasions up 
to 11 July I saw either one or two of the birds in the area. The open 
habitat was along a country road with a wooden culvert, and was surrrounded 
by pastures. I tried to locate their nesting site, but could not. I was unable 
to enter the culvert to investigate a deserted Barn Swallow’s nest because 
the water was too deep for one to wade in. Throughout this period no suit¬ 
able nesting site was available except for a grove of cottonwood trees and 
farm buildings a quarter mile away in two directions. The presence of these 
two birds in the same restricted area seemed to indicate that they were 
nesting and not transient. Late in the afternoon the birds were seen in the 
swallow’s nest where they could have been roosting, but every time I tried 
to observe them on the nest I frightened them away. At other times they 
were seen flying through the culvert. Only when I concealed myself in nettles 
and other plants did they approach the area of the culvert. 

—Larry L. Einemann, West Point 

TRAILL’S FLYCATCHER. On 4 July 1970 I noticed an unoccupied nest 
along Cuming Creek southeast of West Point. The nest contained one egg. I 
returned on 11 July to check the nest, which was supported by a leguminous 
plant Amorpha fruticosa. Less than three feet away I noticed a Catbird 
nest in a boxelder sapling. It was nearly an hour before one of the adiults 
returned to feed the lone hatchling. I first thought it was an Eastern Wood 
Pewee because the characteristic eye ring of the Traill’s was almost totally 
absent, but the habitat and behavior of the bird were a typical for pewees. 

—Larry L. Einemann, West Point 
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COMMON RAVEN. A hunter brought me a female Common Raven which 
had been taken about six miles northwest of Norfolk on February 13, 1967. 

—Ralph Velich, Omaha 

CURVED-BILLED THRASHER? When Mrs. Eugene Horst, Mrs. 
George Mandeville, and Mrs. Bob Cox opened the main building at the Halsey 
4-H Camp for the summer in March of 1970 they found evidence that a bird 
had been trapped in the building during the winter. They found the body and 
promptly disposed of it so that possitive identification from it is not possible 
now, but they did note the strongly decurved bill and the general appearance. 
The incident was mentioned to some of the early arrivals for the NOU An¬ 
nual Meeting, who brought out their Peterson’s Western Guide and Birds of 
North America by Robbins et al. After studying the books, primarily the 
plates, the concensus was that the bird probably was a Curved-billed Thrash¬ 
er. The building had been closed for the winter right after a meeting on 
October 30, 1969. There was no indication of the bird’s presence at that time, 
so the assumption is that it got in during or after the meeting. A report of 
a Curved-billed Thrasher near McCook in March of 1969 is given in 
NBR 37:47. 

LARK BUNTING. Lark Buntings seemed “to be everywhere” in the 
Kearney area this year (1970). Whereas we could usually find them in 
former years by going to the right places, this year we saw them almost 
regardless of the route we took in drives through the local countryside. 
Sightings were not just isolated individuals, either. If we’d see one, we quickly 
saw a second one, and as we drove along we would see others. We saw them 
in places where we had not seen them before, and we have lived here 
since 1953. 

—John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 

Lark Buntings were observed in sandy, open habitats southeast of West 
Point intermittently from 20 June to 11 July 1970. They were also seen in 
that general area in previous years. Both male and females were observed 
and nesting was very possible, although I never did find any sites. I did 
find a young bird, whose identity as a Lark Bunting might be somewhat 
tenuous, along the road. The bird was sick, probably caused by ectoparasites. 

—Ljarry L. Einemann, West Point 

GRASSHOPPER SPARROW ACTIONS. On May 23, 1970, on the 
shoulder of a side road about a mile east of the South Omaha Bridge, I saw a 
couple of birds I took for Grasshopper Sparrows because of their striped heads 
and buffy clear breasts. They were facing each other and alternately bobbing 
up and down - three or four bobs at a time. After I got my glasses on them 
I saw at least two sets of bobs by one bird and one set by the other, and 
then they flew off to a field and disappeared in the grass. Their actions re¬ 
minded me of some duck courtship displays, but whether it was such a dis¬ 
play I have no way of knowing. 

— R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 

RIVER OTTER. The River Otter formerly was found state-wide in 
suitable habitat, but has not been recorded since 1916 (Jones, 1964, Distribu¬ 
tion and Taxonomy of Mammals of Nebraska) . In that year a dead specimen 
was found near Lincoln Creek in Seward County. However, it may be that the 
River Otter never was entirely extirpated from the state, or at least per- 
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sisted in the Missouri River drainage. Ralph Welte of Louisville was hunting 
racoon on the night of December 18, 1964 and his pack of dogs killed a River 
Otter about four miles west of Louisville, along the north bank of the Platte 
River. The tanned and stretched skin measures fifty-two inches long. The 
sex is unknown. There have been reports of River Otter being seen in the 
area and this specimen confirms the existence of River Otter, though rare, 
in the state. 

—Ralph Velich, Omaha 

BOBCAT. Ernest Koening and Micheal Lewis of Omaha obtained a fe¬ 
male Bobcat, Lynx rufus, in the Omaha city limits December 5, 1964. It was 
killed by their car as it bounded across McKinley Street at 72nd early in 
the morning. The animal weighed approximately twenty-four pounds. Ac¬ 
cording to Jones, 1964, Distribution and Taxonomy of Mammals of Nebraska, 
this is the first record of a Bobcat from Douglas County. 

—Ralph Velich, Omaha 
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Counties 

Adams 3, 10(2), 27, 74, 87 
Arthur 74, 77 
Box Butte 19 
Brown 16, 27, 74(2) 

Buffalo 3, 9, 23, 92 
Cass 3, 19, 86, 89 
Cherry 3 
Clay 3 
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Lincoln 3, 28, 74 
McPherson 3, 28, 74 
Madison 92 
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88, 89 
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Crow, Common 9, 12, 15, 27, 34, 55, 
64, 65, 81, 87 

Cuckoo, Black-billed 5, 32, 52, 64, 

66, 79 

Yellow-billed 5, 32, 52, 64, 66, 
69, 79, 87 
sp. 65 

Curlew, Eskimo 51 
Long-billed 4, 26, 31, 51, 78 
Dappen, Glen E. 19 
Deatrich, Frank 9 
Denny, Mary 74 

Dickcissel 8, 27, 37, 39(2), 61, 64, 

67, 85 
Dipper 17 

Di Silvestro, Roger 14 
Doole, Howard and Shirley 3(2), 39, 
86, 91 

Dove, Mourning 3, 5, 9, 11, 15, 17, 
26, 32, 39, 52, 64, 65, 66, 69, 79, 87 
Rock 3, 9, 11, 15, 32, 52, 64, 65, 

79, 87 

Dowitcher, Long-billed 31, 87 
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sp. 31, 51, 78 

Dragonfly Migrations Observed in 
Nebraska in 1969 22 

Duck, Black 16, 63 
Mexican 89 



Nebraska Bird Review 


95 
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Gage County, Nebraska, The Birds 
of 43 
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Goodson, Mrs. E. O. 39, 74 
Goose, Blue 28, 47, 66, 75 
Canada 11, 27, 28, 46, 66, 68, 75 
Ross’ 89 

Snow 28, 47, 66, 75 
White-fronted 28, 47, 63, 75, 87 
sp. 9 
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Grackle, Common 7, 9, 13, 27, 37, 
39, 60, 64, 67, 69, 84, 87 
Grebe, Eared 26, 28, 45, 75 
Horned 26, 28, 45, 75 
Pied-billed 9, 26, 28, 39, 46, 66, 
75, 87 

Red-necked 45 
Western 3, 4, 28, 75 
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74, 84 

Blue 7, 27, 37, 60, 64, 84 
Evening 13, 14, 37, 61, 85 
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Rose-breasted 7, 27, 37, 60, 64, 67, 
69, 84, 87 
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Yellow-crowned Night 28, 46, 74, 
75 
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Holcomb, Larry C. 3(7), 9, 15, 16(2), 
17(3), 26(4), 74 
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Horst, Mrs. Eugene 92 
Hummingbird, Allen’s 3 
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69, 79 

Huntley, C. W. 13, 15, 27, 86 
Hurlbut, Mr.s Edith 27, 74 
Ibis, White-faced 16 
Iowa 3, 13, 22, 90, 92 
Jay, Blue 6, 9, 12, 15, 27, 34, 55, 64, 
65, 81, 87 
Gray 17 
Pinon 12, 34, 81 
Stellar’s 12, 15, 34 
Jensen, Mrs. Sigvald 3, 26 
Johnsgard, Dr. Paul 89 
Johnson, Clyde 18, 74 
Emma 18 
Johnson, Ken 16 
Junco, Oregon 13, 38, 62, 85 

Slate-colored 9, 13, 15, 38, 62, 
68(2), 85, 87 
White-winged 85 
Kansas 3, 63 

Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. Clifford 74 
Kieborz, Mrs. Ray 3, 40, 74 
Killdeer 4, 9, 26, 30, 39, 50, 64, 66, 
69, 77, 87 

Kingbird, Cassin’s 33, 80 
Eastern 5, 26, 33, 54, 64, 66, 69, 80 
Western 5, 26, 33, 54, 64, 66, 69, 80 
Kingfisher, Belted 5, 9, 11, 26, 32, 
53, 64, 66, 69, 79, 87 
Kinglet, Golden-crowned 9, 12, 27, 
35, 57, 68(2), 82, 87 
Ruby-crowned 9, 12, 27, 35, 57, 67, 
68(2), 82, 87 

Kite, Swallow-tailed 48 


White-tailed 63 
Kolstad, Dr. Ole 8 
Kucera, Miss Helen 10 
Lammers, Dorothy 14 
Lark, Homed 3, 9, 12, 15, 18, 27, 33, 
55, 64, 65, 80, 87 
Latka, Bill III 14 
Bill 3 (shown as Latta), 14 
Le Dioyt, Glenn W. 14, 19(2), 22 
R. G. 19 

Lemburg, Bill 18, 90 
Lemmon, Lon 17 
Lewis, James 25 

Longspur, Chestnut-collared 63, 86 
Lapland 13, 39, 63, 86 
McCown’s 63 
Loon, Common 45, 63 
Magpie, Black-billed 6, 12, 17, 27, 
34, 55, 81 

Malkowski, James 14, 40 
Mallard 4, 9, 10, 11, 15, 26, 28, 39, 
47, 66, 75, 87 

Mandeville, Mrs. George 92 
Martin, Purple 3, 34, 55, 64, 66, 

69, 81 

Maunder, Vera 74 
McCole, Jim 14 
Mckulsky, Mrs. Lorene 19 
Meadowlark, Eastern 15, 27, 36, 60, 

64, 65, 84, 87 

Western 9, 10, 15, 27, 36, 60, 64, 

65, 84, 87 

sp. 7, 10, 12, 36, 84 
Meeting, The Sixty-ninth (1970) 
Annual 26 

1969 Fall 8 

1970 Winter 15 
Menzel, Karl 90, 91 

Merganser, Common 3, 11, 29, 48, 76 
Hooded 48, 64, 76 
Red-breasted 48, 76 
Mockingbird 12, 34, 56, 64, 66, 81, 87 
Moody, Douglas 10 
Scott 10, 39 
Moran, C. S. 86 
Morris, Lee 3, 16, 17, 27, 40 
Tom 27 

Mowery, Mrs. B. F. 13, 39, 86, 87 
Dr. B. F. 87 

Neeland, Mrs W. A. 3(2) 

Nelson, Burton 10 
Mrs. Catherine 39 
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Nests and Nesting 17, 18, 64 
Nesting Survey, 1969 Nebraska 3 
Nighthawk, Common 27, 32, 39, 53, 

64, 66, 69. 79 

Nutcracker, Clark’s 17, 27(2), 34, 

39, 81 

Nuthatch, Red-breasted 12, 15, 27, 
34, 55, 81 

White-breasted 6, 9, 11, 34, 55, 64, 

65, 81, 87 

Oldsquaw 47, 76, 86, 90 
Olson, Mrs. M. A. J. 14 
Oriole, Baltimore 7, 27, 37, 39, 60, 
64, 67, 69, 84 
Bullock’s 7, 37, 60, 84 
Orchard 7, 27(2), 37, 60, 64, 67, 84 
Osprey 30, 39, 49, 77 
Otter, River 92 
Ovenbird 36, 59, 64, 83 
Owl, Barn 32, 52, 79, 87 
Barred 32, 53, 79 
Burrowing 3, 26, 32, 53, 64, 74, 79 
Great Horned 5, 9, 11, 15, 26, 32, 
53, 64, 65, 79, 87 
Hawk 63 

Long-eared 15, 26, 53, 79 
Saw-whet 32, 39, 53 
Screech 11, 32, 53, 64, 79 
Short-eared 32, 53, 65, 79 
Snowy 53 

Padelford, Barbara and Loren 14 
Patton, Mrs. F. J. 14, 18, 43, 69(2) 
Peck, Dr. W. E. 87 
Mrs. W. E, 39, 87 
Pelican, White 26, 28, 46, 75 
Percival, Mrs. Eldon 3, 10, 74 
Eldon 3, 10 
Perkins. Mrs. S. A. 74 
Peters, Andy 14 

Pewee, Eastern Wood 3, 27, 33, 54, 
64, 66, 69, 80 
Western Wood 5, 33, 80 
Phainopeplia 3 
Phalarope, Northern 26 
Wilson’s 3, 26, 31, 52, 78 
Pheasant, Ring-necked 4, 9, 11, 15, 
26, 30, 50, 64, 65, 77, 87 
Phillips, Jack O. 14 
Phoebe, Eastern 3, 26, 33, 39, 54, 64, 

66, 80 

Say’s 5, 33, 80, 91 
Pintail 11, 26, 28, 47, 66, 75, 87 


Pipit, Sprague’s 35, 57, 82, 86 
Water 35, 57, 82, 86 
Plover, American Golden 30, 77 
Black-bellied 30, 77 
Piping 3(2), 4, 30, 77 
Semipalmated 30, 50, 77 
Upland 3, 26, 31, 39, 51, 64, 78 
Pluta, Mrs. Marie 14, 15, 39(2), 74 
Poor-will 26, 32, 39, 53, 79 
Prairie Chicken, Greater 3, 11, 30, 
50, 63, 64, 65, 77 
Pruess, Dr. Neva (Mrs. Ken) 26 
Dragonfly Migration Observed in 
Nebraska in 1969 22 
Rail, Virginia 3, 77 
Raven, Common 92 
Redhead 26, 29, 47, 76, 87 
Redpoll, Common 13, 15, 37, 40, 61, 
85, 88 

Hoary 74, 85 

Redstart, American 27, 36, 59, 64, 

67, 68(2), 84 

Report, 1969 (Twelfth) Fall Occur¬ 
rence 27 

1969 Christmas Court 10 

1970 (Forty-fifth) Spring Migra¬ 
tion and Occurrence 74 

1969 Treasurer’s 2 
Ritchey, O. W. 10 
Mrs. O. W. 3, 10, 27, 74 
Robin 3(2), 6,' 9, 10, 12, 15, 27(3), 34, 
40, 56, 64, 65, 67, 69, 81, 87, 89 
Rose, David 74 
Russell, Richard 14, 86 
Sianderling 26, 31, 51, 78 
Sandpiper, Baird’s 26, 31, 51, 78, 86 
Buff-breasted 51 
Least 26, 31, 51, 66, 78 
Pectoral 31, 51, 78 
Semipalmated 26, 31, 51, 78, 86 
Solitary 31, 51, 66, 78 
Spotted 26, 31, 51, 66, 78 
Stilt 31, 51, 78 
Western 51, 78, 86 
White-rumped 26, 51, 78 
Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied 11, 33, 
54, 80 

Scaup, Lesser 26, 29, 47, 66, 76 
Schneider, Mrs. Jean 14 
Schreiber, Hazel 13 
Schultz, Dr. C. Bernard 15 
Scoter, White-winged 29 
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Sejkora, Don 87 

Sharpe, Roger S. 14, 15, 16, 19, 26(2) 
39, 50, 69(2), 74, 89 
Shickley, Mrs. M. F. 3, 87 
Shoveler 29, 47, 66, 76, 87 
Shrew, Least 19 

Shrike, Loggerhead 6, 12, 27, 35, 57, 
64, 67, 82 

Northern 12, 35, 57, 82 
sp. 87 

Siskin, Pine 13, 15, 27, 37, 40, 61, 
67, 74, 85 

Snipe, Common 11, 17, 26, 31, 51, 
66, 77, 87 

Solitaire, Townsend’s 12, 35, 57, 82 
Sora 3, 30, 50, 77, 87 
Sparrow, Baird’s 38, 62, 85 
Black-throated 3 
Brewer’s 38 

Chipping 3, 8, 27, 38, 39, 62, 64, 
67, 86 

Clay-colored 27, 38, 62, 67, 68, 86 
Field 27, 38, 62, 65, 67, 86 
Fox 9, 38, 62, 86 

Grasshopper 8, 27, 38, 62, 64, 67, 
85, 87, 92 

Harris’ 9, 13, 15, 27, 38, 62, 68(2), 
86, 87 

Henslow’s 62 

House 7, 9, 12, 15, 19, 27, 36, 59, 
64, 65, 84, 87 

Lark 8, 27, 38, 62, 64, 67, 85 
Le Conte’s 38, 85 
Lincoln’s 9, 27, 39, 62, 67, 68(2), 86 
Savannah 38, 39, 62, 85, 87 
Song 9, 13, 15, 27, 39(2), 63, 65, 

67, 68(2), 86, 87 
Swamp 13, 14, 18, 62 

Tree 9, 13, 15, 38, 62, 68(2), 85 
Vesper 3, 8, 27, 38, 62, 67, 85, 87 
White-crowned 9, 13, 27, 38, 39, 
62, 67, 86, 87 

White-throated 9, 13, 38, t>2, 67, 

68, 86, 87 

Stacey, E. Thomas 14 
Starling 6, 9, 10, 12, 15, 27, 35, 57, 
64, 65, 82, 87 
Strickland, Leon 13 
Stuckey, Norman 9 
Swallow, Bank 33, 55, 64, 66, 80 
Barn 6, 9, 27, 33, 55, 64, 66, 69, 81 
Cliff 3, 27, 33, 55, 81 


Rough-winged 5, 27, 33, 55, 64, 
66, 80 

Tree 33, 55, 66, 80 
Violet-green 80 

Swan, Mute 11, 14, 28, 39, 75, 87 
Whistling 16, 28, 39 
Swanson, Carl 14, 39, 74, 86 
Swift, Chimney 3, 26, 32, 53, 64, 66, 
69, 79 

White-throated 32, 79 
Tanager, Scarlet 37, 60, 84 
Summer 60, 84, 86 
Western 84 
Tate, James Jr. 90 
Taylor, Frances L. 3(3) 

Teal, Blue-winged 4, 26, 29, 47, 64, 
66, 68, 74, 76, 87 
Cinnamon 29, 47 

Green-winged 26, 29, 47, 66, 75, 87 
Tetter, James W. 9 
Tern, Black 26, 32, 52, 79 
Common 26, 32, 52, 79 
Forster’s 3, 5, 32, 52, 79 
Least 3(2), 5, 32, 52, 79 
Thrasher, Brown 3, 6, 9, 10, 12, 27, 
34, 39, 56, 64, 66, 69, 74, 81, 87 
Curve-billed 92 

Thrush, Gray-cheeked 27, 56, 67, 

68, 82 

Hermit 35, 56, 74, 82 
Swainson’s 27, 35, 56, 67, 68, 82 
Wood 3, 34, 56, 64, 67, 82 
Titmouse, Tufted 12, 34, 55, 64, 65, 
81 

Tremaine, Mary 9, 14, 15, 26, 74 
Sandhill Cranes 23 
Towhee, Green-tailed 38 
Rufous-sided 8, 13, 27(2), 38, 39, 
61, 65, 67, 85, 87 
Tubbs, Niel 69 
Turkey 26, 30, 50, 77 
Turner, Harold 3, 27, 74 
Vance, Mrs. Alvin 39, 87 
Veery 56, 82 

Velich, Ralph 89, 91, 92, 93(2) 
Vireo, Bell’s 7, 27, 35, 57, 64, 82 
Philadelphia 58, 82 
Red-eyed 27, 35, 58, 64, 67, 69, 82 
Solitary 35, 58, 82 
Warbling 3, 27, 35, 58, 64, 67, 

69, 82 

White-eyed 57 



Nebraska Bird Review 


99 


Yellow-throated 35, 57, 82 
Vulture, Turkey 26, 29, 48, 76 
Warbler, Audubon’s 36, 83, 86 
Bay-breasted 36, 59 
Black-and-white 27, 35, 58, 67, 
68, 82 

Blackburnian 58 
Blackpoll 27, 36, 59, 67, 68, 83 
Black-throated Blue 58 
Black-throated Green 36, 58, 83, 
87 

Canada 36, 59, 84 
Cape May 40, 63 
Cerulean 36, 83 
Chestnut-sided 59, 83 
Connecticut 83 
Golden-winged 58, 83, 86 
Hooded 59 
Kentucky 36, 59, 83 
MacGillivray’s 36 
Magnolia 36, 58, 67, 83 
Mourning 36, 59, 83 
Myrtle 9, 36, 58, 67, 68(2), 83 
Nashville 35, 58, 67, 68, 83, 87 
Orange-crowned 27, 35, 58, 67, 
68, 83 

Palm 58, 83 
Parula 58, 83 
Prothonotary 58, 83 
Tennessee 58, 67, 68, 83 
Townsend’s 27(2) 

Wilson’s 36, 59, 83 
Yellow 7, 27, 36, 39, 58, 64, 67, 
68, 83 

Yellow-throated 59 
Waterthrush, Northern 59, 83 
Louisiana 36, 59, 83 
Waxwing, Bohemian 12, 35, 57, 82 
Cedar 12, 15, 27, 35, 40, 57, 82 


Welch, B. E. 3 
Welte, Ralph 93 
Weston, Mrs. Herbert 22 
Wheatears 10, 15, 18, 56 
Whimbrel 17 

Whip-poor-will 32, 39, 79, 87(2) 
Widgeon, American 26, 29, 47, 66, 
76, 87 

European 63 
Wilbrecht, John 16 
Willet 26, 31, 51, 78 
Witschy, Roy 14 
Mrs. Roy, 14, 39, 87 
Wolfe, Carl W. 9, 90 
Wood, Gertrude 14, 86 
Robert 16, 17 

Woodcock, American 30, 40, 50, 77, 
90, 91 

Woodpecker, Downy 5, 9, 12, 15, 26, 
33, 54, 64, 65, 80, 87 
Hairy 3, 9, 12, 15, 26, 33, 54, 64, 
65, 80, 87 

Red-bellied 3, 9, 11, 33, 54, 64, 

65, 80, 87 

Red-headed 5, 9, 26, 33, 54, 64, 

66, 69, 80 
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